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STIR, 


UAVE have peruſed the Book you: 
' ſent us, Entituled, An Account of 
the Societies for Reformation of Manners; . 
the De:figx of which is ſo truly 
' Great and Noble, ſo much for- the 
Honour of God, the Advancement 
of Piety and Virtue, and the pub- 
lick Good both of Church and 
State, that it. cannot fail of being 
approved by all good Men. The 
Mcthod likewiſe propoſed, in order - 
to the Promoting and Accompliſh- - 
ing the ſaid Deſign, is, We conceive, 
moſt proper, and {by the. Bleſling - 
of God attending it) moſt likely 
to prove effetual. Our Requelt: 
therefore is, That the. ſaid Book : 
may. 


PT 


(*'* ) 
may be ſpeedily made Publick, 
and diſperſed into all Parts of the 
Nation, to the end that good Men 
of all Ranks and Qualities may 
be thereby excited to contribute 
their beſt Endeavours in theig re- 
ſpective Places and Stations towards 
a National Reformation of Manners. © 


H. Bangor. 

N. Celſtrien!. 

E. Glouceſtr. 

R. Bath & Wells. 
J. Briſtol. | 
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Reforitation of Manners, 
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Lonpanrandi Wiss TMINSTER, 
And. other Parts of the- Kingdom, &c. 


T maybe hoped; That: this plain Diſcourſe will meet 
29 'other Enemies than ſuch as are likewiſe Enemies 
» to! Relggion and Virtuey and-are loſt to the Senſe of 

Geol and Evil,” ſince he only Dejrgn of it is evidently 

to promote. the trueIntereſt of Religion; and it does 

not oppoſe any one Man's honeſt. Advantage, or encounter 
any common Opinion, that I know of, among us: The 

Obſervation having been long ſince made, That how many 

Diſputes. ſoever there have been raisd among the too various 

Denominations of Chriſtians, concerning the Power of the 

Maziftrate in Matters of Religion, with reſpe&t either to 

Faith or Worthjp, it hath never been a Diſpute, whether 7he 

Magiftrate hath Power to Puniſh Immoralities : The Proſecation 


of Men tor their Vices hath never been reckoned Per/ecution. 


Ic being as plainly the Duty -of the Mazi/ftrate, from the 
Word of G O D, which obliges him to Execure Wrath 
#pou thoſe that dn Evil, as it is evident, from the diſmal 

B Effects 
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Effets of Vice and Wickedneſs in all Ages, that Laws 
againſt P2ophaneneſs and Debauchery are neceſfary 
for the Preſervation of Communitzes, as that Piety and Virtue 
are requiſite to their Well-being; and that unreftrained Yice 


and Prophaneneſs are as fatal to- Publick Societies, as they are 


deſtructive to Private Perſons. | 

But though LAWS are neceſfary to the very Being of 
Communities, and Good Laws to their Happineſs ; yet they 
cannot be ſappoſed, by any Rational Man, to be any more 
fifficient of themſelves, to procure the Welfare of rhe Body 
Politick, without a due Execution, than the beſt Medicines 
can procure the Health of the Natural Body, without the 
Uſe and Application of them. 

If therefore the Execution of Good Laws be neceſlary, as is 
proved; to the Welfare of Communities ;. and thoſe rhat' con- 


cern Matters of Religion, as do thoſe for the Puniſhment of 


Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, are atlowd, in a Chriſtiare 
Country, to deſerve the greateſt regard, the Intereſt of 
Religion and the Welfare of the Commwnty bemg ſo deeply 
concerned therein, -it cannot be a matter of -Diſpate, whe- 
ther it becomes Men tliat call themſelves Chri/#zans, yo- 
promote the Execution of ſuch Laws : Nay," it cannor' be 
well umagined, how Men can have a Zea! for the Service 
of the Great G OD of Heaven and Earth,” or can have 
a ue Love to Mankind, who have no regard to the Honour 
of Grd, or Welfare of their Country ; as ſhall hereafter more 
tally appear. | 
Now, what becomes all Men, it their ſeveral Capacities, 
to do, in the Promoting of the Zxecation of our Laws againſt 
P2ophaneneſs and Debauchery, my Buſineſs, in the firſt 
place,” is to ſhew-is PraQticable, and thar it may be done by 
us of this Nation ; and that not only from what was done: 
ſome Years ago, in the Times of Zſurpation, but what hath, 
been done within Eight Years paſt, in and about this City,, 
and. other Parts of the Kingdom. 
[lc 
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It is- very well known, That in the late times P2ophane 
Swearing, Ozunkenneſs, Open-Lewdnelſs, and Þ20- 
phanation of rhe Lo2d's-Dap, were generally diſcouraged, 
and in a manner wholly ſuppreſted. And it is as well known, 
to our Shame, that thoſe Sins have nor only ſince revived 
among us, by reaſon of the Impunity of Offenders, the Coun- 
tenance and Preferment they have met with, and the Conta- 
gion of great and ill Examples, but have been committed with 
the greateſt Impudence, and without Controul ; without either 
Shame, or the Fear of the Laws; fo that they were feen and 
heardat Noon-Day, and in our Open Streets ; and as if we were 
reſolved to out-do the Impieties of the very Feathers, F ro- 
phanenefs, and even Blaſphemy, was too often the Wit and Enter- 
tainment of our Scandalous Play- Houſes, and Sincere Religion 
became the Jeſt and Scorn of our Courts in the late Reigns. 

And thus Debauchery diffuſed it ſelf throughout the whole 
Body of the Nation, till, at laſt, our Mora/s were fo cor- 
rupted, that Yirtze and Yice had with too many changed 
their Names ; it was reckoned Breeding to Swear, Gallantry 
to be Lewd, good Humour to be Drank, and Wit to deſpiſe 
Sacred things ; and it was enough to have rendred one 
ſuſpeQted of Phanaticiſm, or an abjeAneſs of Spirit, and a mar- 
ter of Reproach, not to ſuffer ones ſelf to be carried away 


with this Torrent of Wickedweſs, and not to glory in thoſe faſhion- x7 


able Vices. Nay, it was thought an unpardonable Rudenefls, 
even for a Clergy-Man or Magiftrate, to reprove or puniſh - 
one that was Guilty of them, notwithſtanding the Solemn 
Obligations of their Oaths and Yows to do it. And even 
aſter the Acccſſon of His preſenc Majeſty to the Crown, 
tho' Popery and Oppreſton immediately vaniſhed, Immorality 
and ry ſtill kept their ground, as if they expected 
an Eftablifhmcut with our Liberties, after ſo long and Peaceable 
a Poſſeſton. | 
Reformation was indeed talkt of by fome Perſons as an 
Excellent thing, aad as a proper .way of Expreſiing onr 
'B2z Thank- 
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Thankiumeſs to- Almighty God 'tor his Mercies' to this 
Nation, and to- procure a Continuance''of them ' ro us, 
and to our Poſterity : But YFice' was. lookt' upon as 
too Formidable an Enemy to be provok'd, and Fub- 
lick Reformation was thought ſo difficult an Undertaking, 
that thoſe that- gave it the beſt Words, judged it nor fate 
to ſet about it in the time of- War, whilſt” there were fo 
many in Arms. on the other fide; and ' therefore they 
declined the Thoughts of it till we ſhould ſee the End of 
the uncertain War we were ingaged in, tho'! they: were, 
I conceive, otherwiſe -inftructed: by God's expreſs Command 
to the Jews,” When the 7Toft goeth forth azainfFithine Enemy, 
then keep thy ſelf from” every evil thing. When things were 
in this diſmal and almoſt deſperate Statc, it came into/ the 
Hearts, it ſeems, of Five or Six private Gent/emen of the 
Church of England, to engage in this difficult and hazardous 
Enterprize; who conſidering that the higher the Tide of 
Wickednels was, rhe'more need there was of .Oppoſing it; 
that our crying Sins were” our greateſt Enemtes, and moſt 
threatned our Ruin; that we have the Laws in Force again(t 
them; and that they thould have the: Laws of God, with the 
Prayers of good Mex on their fide, reſolved, what-ever Difficul- 


ties they met with, to make their Efforts for Promoting the | 


Execution of our Laws again{t Sor errors and: Debaucher y, 
and the Suppreſſing of them by adviſable Methods. 

This was ſuch an Undertaking as we might well believe 
weult ſoon alarm the Enemy, but which the Patrons of 
Vice would* make no doubt to defeat, betore any Progreſs 


could be made; and which the Prudent- and Wiſe Men of . 


the World, who rely on ſecond Cauſes, with too little regard 
to the firſt, the Almighty Creator and Governor of the World, 
with whom, as King Aſa expreſles it in. his Prayer, 12 is nothing 
to help, whether with many, or with thoſe that have no power, 
would look on with Pity, it not with Deriſfion; and fo it 
proved, that the Champions and Advocates of Debauchery 


put. 
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put themielves in Array to defend their wretched and 
infamous Liberties they ſet themſelves ro Ridicule, to De- 
fame, and to Oppoſe this Deſign, and to Overthrow the 
Hopes and Expectations of the Undertakers: And ſome 
others, whom in Charity we would not look on as 
Enemies, of Religion and Virtue, tho' we cannot . eafily 
.cſtzem them our Friends, whoſe Conduct has fo” greatly 
obſtructed the Progreſs of this Deſign, conſulting Human 
Prudence, or rather Worldly Policy too much, and perhaps 
their own Obligations. too little, were very forward to cen- 


ſure theſe Attempts as, the Efte&t- of an "tiring. an 


unſcaſonable Zeal ;. But notwithſtanding a furtons, Oppo- 
ſition from Adverfaries, the il Offices of thoſe from whom 
better things might have keen expected, and the unkind 
Neutrality of Friends, theſe Gentlemen, who in a little time 
began to add ſome others to their Number, not only kept 
their Ground, but made farther Advances ; for our late 
Excellent Q U E E N, of Glorious Memory, having this 
Afair laid before Her, in the Abſence of the King, by 
a Prelate of great Learning and Fame, ( the preſent Lord- 
Biſhop of Worce/ter ) She had juſt Sentiments of it, ' and: 
therefore rhought it became Her to give it.Countenance z 
She Graciouſly condeſcended to Thank thoſe who: were con- 
cerned in it, and readily promiſed them Her Aſſiſtance; and 
afterwards, upon this Application made to Her Majeſty, She 
was pleaſed to ſend Her Letter to the Juſtices of Middleſex, 
commanding them ro further theſe Proceedings all they 
could, as they were obliged by their Oath, as Magi/trates, 
to do ; and when rhere was further Occaſion, She ſhew'd: 
She was in carneſt to promote this Deſign, by taking other 
more efte&tual Methods for that purpoſe. But as it may 
well be ſuppoſed, That the Queen's patronizing of theſe 
Fndeavours couli not but give Credit and Strength to: 
them-; ſo the Aﬀair, by Her Death ( it may as eaſily be 
unagined mult loſe a great Advantage : But yet Fn ths* 
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(tho' it appeared exceedingly great) did not diſcouragerthoſe 
that were ingaged in this Enterprize. For as they firſt ſer 
about it with-hittle or no ExpeQation of ſach a Parroneſs, 
becauſe they thought it would be an acceptable Service 
ro the King of Kings, and that it would promote the true 
Intereſts of Religzon, and the Welfare of their Country : So 
the ſame Conſiderations obliged them to purſue their Deſign 
with equal Vigor and Zeal, tho' they were deprived of fo 
great a Friend and Prote&tor. And Divine Providence had 
by this time ſeemed to own and favour their Endeavours, by 
the great and remarkable Succeſs that had attended them ; 
for Multitudes of Offenders had been by their means brought 
to Puniſhment. The Publick Oppoſition that was at firſt 
made to their Yndertating was broke through, ( which the 
Lord-Biſhop of Gloucefter gave an Account of in' his Find 
cation of it, which, it may be wiſhed, there may never be 
any further Occaſion to remember ) and the Honeſty of it 
had recommended it to the Virtuous and Unprejudiced part 
of the Nation, whom the Account of theſe Matters had 
reached ; the Enemy, after a ſevere Examination, havin 
not been able to diſcover, that any iJega! Methods ha 
been uſed, or that any ſecular Intereff was purſued 
by thoſe, who beſtow'd their 77me and their Pairs in carry- 
mg on ſo ungrateful and hazardous a Work, as that of Refor- 
wation will be always found, fince it is the Oppoſing of ill 
Men, in their Gnfu! Indulgencies, which are often more de- 
firable to them than their very Lives. With theſe Encourage- 
ments they proſecuted their Buſineſs, increaſing their Number 
by the Addition of many Perſons of conſiderable Note, and 
of the beſt CharaRers, ſome of whom, tho' they were of 
difterent Opinions from thoſe of the Eftablifh'd Church, as to 
ſome points concerning Religzon, were willing to unite 
their Strength in the common canyſe of Chriſtianity, and 
engage in 1o Noble a Defign, that had done fo much Good: 
By whoſe joint Endeawoars, great Advances have been con- 
| tinually 
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tinzally made towards a Reformation of Manyers, which is every 
Day getting ground, Perſons of varzous Ranks, of confiderab/e 
Fortunes, and of the cleares? Charadter, contimally offering 
Aſſiſtance to it, not only in and about the City of London, 
but from ſeveral parts of the Kingdom. 

But ſince it hath been long deſired, that a more diſtin& 
and clear View may be given to the World of this /xder- 
taking, and of the Advances of it, which.thoſe that have been 
principally concerned in it ( fo induſtriouſly conſulting Pri- 
vacy) have not hitherto been prevailed on, by any Temptati- 
ons, Either of Vaniry or Reſentment, ro make publick ; being 
more- deſirous that it ſhould be known by the good Efes it 
produces, than by any Hiſtory or Narrative ; I ask leave 
to preſent rhe World with a /hort Scheme of the Defign, and 
ſome Account of the Managers of it, that the well-d; {poſed 
part. of the Nation that have hitherto been Strangers to it 
may, by gi Knowledge thereof, be induced to join in ſo 

ood a Work, and now eſpecially, ſince rhis Conjuncture is: 
favourable to it, beyond our Expectation. | 
There is a very large Body of Perſons, com- 

;'d of the Original Soczety before-mentioned, with the 
Additions that have been ſince made of Perſons of Emi- 
nency in the Law, Members of Parliament, Juſtices of Peace; 
and confiderable Citizens of Loudoun of Known Abilities 
and grear Integrity, who frequently meet ro conſult of 
the bef? Methods for carrying on the Buſinels of Reforma- 
2jon, and to be ready to advite and aflult, others that are 
_ ingaged, or any that are willing to join in the ſame 
Detign, | 

This Society is at 4 conſiderable Yearly Charge for the 
effectual managing rheir Buſineſs ; but takesno Contributions 
of any but their own Members, by whole Endeavours,. as was 
ſaid before, Thouſands of Offenders in London and Weſt- 
minſter have been brought to Puniſhment for Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, and Prophanation of the Lord's-Day ; and a 

great 
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great part of the Kingdom has been awakened, . in ſome 
meaſure, to a ſence of their Duty in this reſpect, and there- 
by a very hopeful Progreſs is made towards a General 
Reformation. Y aſs 

A Second Society 1s of about Fifty Perſons, Tradeſmen and 
others, who have more eſpecially apply'd themſelves. to the 
Suppreſfion of Lexdneſs, by bringing the Offenders to legal 
Puniſhment : Theſe may have aCtually ſuppreſied and rooted 
out about Five Hundred Diſorderly Ftpuſes, and cauſed to be 
puniſhed ſome Thouſands of Lewd Perſons, beſides Swearers, 
Drunkards, and. Prophaners of the Lord's-Day, as *may appear 
by their Printed Liſts of Offenders. Theſe Perſons, by 
their prudent and legal Managemear of their Buſineſs, have 
received great Countenance and Encouragement in our 
Courts. of Judicature, and very particular Encouragement 
and Aſliſtance, for ſeveral Years paſt, from the, Lord Mayor 
and Court of Aldermen, who are ſenſible of the great Ser- 
vice that is done by them, which they expreſs upon pro- 
per Occaſions. | 


A Third Society, is of Conſtables, who meet to conſider 
of the moſt Effetual way ro diſcharge their Oaths, to 
acquaint one... another with the Dificalties they mect 
with, to reſolve on proper Remedies, tc divide themſelves 
in the ſeveral Parts of the City, fo as to take in the 
whole to the beſt Adyantage, for the inſpeing of Di/- 
orderly Houſes, taking np of Drunkards, Lewd Perſons, Pra- 
phaners of the Lord's-Day, and Swearers out of the Streets 
and Markets, and carrying them before the Magiſtrates ; 
and I muſt obſerve, that this 1s found a very adviſable and 
fucceſsful Method for all Conſtables to take, for the Sup- 
prefling of the abominable Sin of Swearing, when Private 
Perſons are negligent 1n giving of formations, and the 
Magiftrate is careleſs of his Duty. ) 
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A Pourth Rank of Men, who have been fo highly Inſtru- 
mental in this 7»dertating, that they may be reckoned a 
Corner-Stone of it, 1s of fuch as haye made it Girl part of their 
Buſineſs to give Informations to the Magiſtrate, as they have 
had Opportunity of ſuch Breaches of the Laws as were 
before-mentioned. —_ of theſe Perſons have given the 
World a great and almoſt unheard of Example, in this cor- 
rupt Age, of Zeal, and Chriſtian Courage, having underwent, 
at the beginning (more eſpecially ) of the ſe Proceedings, many 
Abuſes, and great Reproaches, not only from exaſperated and 
hardened Offenders, but often from their luke-warm Friends, 
Irreligious Relations, and ſometimes from (hameleſs Ba- 
giltrates, by whom they have been Reviled, Brow-beaten, 
and Diſcouraged from performing ſuch important Service, ſo 
neceſſary to the Welfare of their Conntry. * And herein theſc 
brave Men have acted with ſo great Prudence, as well as 
Zeal, that fore-ſceing ir might one day be the Policy of the 
Enemy of all Goodneſs, and the Buſineſs of wicked Men, 
who are his Inſtruments, and who could not generally be 
brought to Shame and Puniſhment for their intamous Pra- 
ices but by their means, to raiſe Prejudices in the Minds 
of bad and unthinking People againſt them, and to diſparage 
their Proceedings; by whiſpering of Jealouſies of rheir being 
influenced in what they did by Worldly Conſiderations, 
That the World may be challenged to make appear, That 
any one of theſe Societies have been ſo much as treated 
with, by any Perſon whatſoever, to give Informations with 
any Promiſe of a Reward, or that they have ever received 
the leaſt Advantage by any Comvidtions upon theſe Statutes 
againſt Prophanerzeſs and Debauchery, the» Money ariſing 
thereby being wholly appropriated to the Poor, except the 
third part ot the Penalty upon the Statute againſt Fropha- 
nation of the Lord's-Day, which, in ſome Caſes, the Magi/trate 
hath a bare Power to diſpoſe of; but was never, Toe we 
know ot, received by apy. one of thefe Perſons; whicl: 1 

C rhoug!it 


tw) 
thought fit to obſerve, as a laſting Anſwer toany Objectiorr 
of this kind, in Juſtice to them who have gone through 


Frowns and Reproaches for theſake of doing ſo-much Good, and 


that all Men may ſce with how great Reaſon. it is, both trom 
the Character of the Perſons concerned in the Diſcharging 
of rhis Service to Reljpron and their Cormtry, as well as from 
the Nature and Neceflity of it, (which I ſhall hereafter en- 
quire into) that the Name of an former is now become 
much more Glorious among, wiſe and good Men, than it was 


grown Contemptible, by the iU Praices of ſome in our days: | 
And that it docs therefore appear truly Zonourable tor Perſons: 


of the -greatef? Quality to give Iuformatzons in theſe Caſes, 
for the Service of the moſt ZZigh God, as ſome among us, 
of greater Ranks than the World does perhaps think of, have 


of late done, and which it hath been obſerved, in divers. 


Diſcourſes lately Publiſhed, that even Prixces under the Jewiſh 
Diſpenſfation were not aſhamed to do. Now when theſe things. 
were done, the Princes came to me, ſaying, The people of Iſrael, 
and the Prieſks and the: Levites have not ſeparated thew- 
ſelves from the people of the Lands, doing according to their 
Abominations, GC, | 

There-are Nine other regulated and mixt Bodies of Flouſe- 
keepers and Officers, in the ſevera] Quarters of Loudon, Weſtmin-- 


. fter, and Southwark, who differ in their Conſtitution from thoſe 


before-mentioned; but agree in the Method's of inſpecting the 
Behaviour of Conſtables, and other Officers, and going along 
with them, and afliſting them in their Searching of Diſor- 
derly Houſes, in taking up of Offenders, and carrying them 
before the Magiſtrate, and atlo in giving formations them- 
ſelves, as there 1s Occaſion. 


Beſides thoſe before-mentioned, there are Nine and Thirty 


Religious Societies of another kind, in_ and about Louder: 


and We/tminſter, which arc propagated into other Parts of 


the 


oh 
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the Nition; 4s Nottingham, Glouceſter, &t. and- even into 
Ireland, where they have been for fome Months ſince 
ſpreading in divers Towns and Czties of that Kingdom ; 
as filkenny, Drogheda, Mannouth, &c. eſpecially in Dublin, 
where there are about Ter of theſe - Societies, which are 
promoted by the Biſhops, and zuferior Clergy _ there. 
Fheſe- Perſons meet often to' Pray, Sing Pſalms, and Read 
the Holy Scriptures together, and to Reprove, Exhort, and. 
Edifie one another by their Religzous Sh Li They 
moreover carry on at their Meetings, Deſigns of Charity, 
of different kinds; fuch 'as Relieving rhe Wants of Poor 
Flouſe-keepers, maintaining their Childres at School, ſettin S 
of Prifowers at ' Liberty, fupporting of Lefares and daily 
Prayers 'in our Churches. Thele are the SOCIETTE.S 
which our late' Gracious Lneen, as the Learned Biſhop that 
hath writ her'LIFE tells us, took fo great Satifat;on' be 
" 
D 


that She inquired ogf7ex and much about them, and was | 

they went on and prevailed; which, thanks be to G OD, 
they continie to do ; as the Reverend Mr. Wordward, who 
. hath obliged the World with a' very particular Account 
of the Riſe and Progreſs of them, hath lately acquainted 
us. And theſe likewiſe ace SOCIETIES that 
have proved fo exceedingly Seruiceab/e in the Work of 
REFORMATION, that they may be reckoned a chief 
Support to it, as our late Great Primate Arch-Biſhop 7729t/on 
declar'd, upon feveral Occaſions, after he had examined their 
Orders, and inquired into their Lives, That be thought they 
were to the Church of England, 3 259 4 


I might now give an Account of 4 Society of Miniſters of 
the Church of England, for carrying on of” this Work; and 
another Azreement of all Juſtices of the Peace : ButI am with- 
held at prefent by ſome Conſiderations from deſcending to 
any further Particulars concernirig them ; and muſt content 
my felf with faying what/will be eaſily allow'd, That the 

C 3 ſlated 
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flated Meetings of ſuch Perſons are as proper, and may be 
more wſeful for the Promoting of this 'Work, than any 
other I have deſcribd. For what might we not expect 


' from the Zealous Endeavours of theſe Orders of Men in this 
Affair? which, 'tis moſt obvious, will not be employ'd 


with ſo great Effet, 'as when they form themſelves into 
Societies, .or, at leaſt, have frequent and ſtated Times of 
Meeting, for the Proſecution of ' this Buſineſs. *Tis true, 
that Miniſters and Magiſtrates have far greater Advantages, 
as well as more particular O-ligations, than others, 7 as 


' Tſhall hereafter endeavour to make appear ) to be ſerviceable 


in this Work of Reformation ; but yet, when they act alone 
in this Contention between Virtue and #ice, tho' they will 
do great goed 1n our preſent Circumſtances, and much. more 
then they will eaſily believe till' they are heartily engaged 
in it; yet they muſt-expet to be under Diſadvantage on 
ſome Occaſions, as well as other ſingle Perſons, who exerx 


their Zeal without a Communication with one another, and 
. particularly when they encounter Combinations of witked Men; 


#at. 16. 
8. 


which, it 1s not unlikely, will fometimes happen. Do we nox 


ſee by what Methods the Mer of the World propagate Wicked 
veſs, and countermine Good Deſigns 2 Ts it not by their Clubs 
and Confederacies * Are we not ſenſible with what Ad- 


vantage our Czvil Concerns are carried on by Companies and 


Corporations? Nay, Does not the Account before us. con- 
vince us of the great Zſefulneſs, or rather Neceſſity, of Good 
Mens confederatin and meeting frequently togerher to con» 
cert Methods, and Fncourage one another in this difficult 
Work of Confronting and Suppreſſing of ' bare-fac'd and 
inſolent Wickedneſs > And that the Reaſon why -good Men 
have not ſooner or more generally done it may be, becauſe 
the Children of this Warld are in their Generation wiſer than 
the Children of Light. Since therefore Union and Method 


. ſeem evidently to give good Men much the ſame Advan- 


tage (abſtrating from the Conſideration. of the gs of 
\cir 
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their Cauſe, and-the- Divine. Aid that they may expe) 
in their Oppoſition, to Prophaneneſs and Immoralities, againſt 
the greater Number, 'tis to be ſeared, of the Wicked, 
as Diſcipline and good Ground in War gives a ſmall 
Body of Men, againſt a very unequal Number of thoſe 
. that are undiſciplind, and with. difadyantageous Ground ; 

tis . highly to be wiſhed, That not only  Soczeties of 
Miniſters and Magi/trates, but of _all other degrees of Men, 
were ſet up in Proſecution of this Defign, in all Parts of the 
Kingdom, more eſpecially in all 7owns, Cities, and Corpora- 
tions, And it may charitably be hoped, rhat there are but 
few, if any, ſuch Places, where there are not to be found 
Three or Faur Perſons at leaſt, of one or uther Denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians, that have a Zeal for GOD and 
Religion, who may eaſily form themſelves into a Society, 
which may en/arge by degrees, and which will, -probably 
ſpeaking, go. a great way towards the Suppreſiing Publick 
Diſorders where. they are; but. may have. a, marvellous 
Effect, with God's Bleſſing, for rhis Ead, where: there is 
a Maziſtrate. that makes a Conſcience of his; Duty, or a 
Miniſter that incourages Reformation ;,\as would } be manifeſt 
to any that had obſerved in how ſhort-a-time, and to what 
a, degree, open Wickedneſs hath been checkt, where.a zealous 
Miniſter hath given himſelf the Trouble, L might-nather have 


{4id, the Plealure of meeting ſometimes a-Socuetyob his Pa- + 


rifhioxers, to encourage their Zeal and Conſtangy in this 


Work of Reformation, even where the Magiftrates:have been 


cither open or ſecret Enemies to it. The Advantages more= 
over are too many to be inſiſted on in this place, tor the 
Exerciſing of our own Graces, and the Confirming,our /7r- 
tuous Diſpoſitions, by our Aſociating with = Feliow Chriſttans 
for the Carrying on Religzous De/1gns, in an, Age when Chris 
tian Converſation, which hath an ineſtimable , Value with 
Men of Religion, is with ſuch Diffiiculty-met with,» The form- 
ing therefore af Good 'Men into 


tor 


uch: plots ; Combinations; * 
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"*for the over-balancing thoſe of Yice, the countermining the 
contrary Attempts of all wicked Mex, and recovering the 
Power, as well as Form of Religion, is molt earneſtly recom- 
mended to all the Friends of Piety and Yirtue, And 
methinks it may be expeted from all, that have any ſincere 
regard to God's Honor, their own and their Country's Fap- 
pineſs, that they ſhould exert themſelves in their ſeveral 
Capacities, with a noble Zeal and Emulation for the Per- 
feiting of this great Vndertaking. And now eſpecially the 
Times of Peace ate returned, which we ' have been told, 
are the Times of Reformation, ſurely none that carry the 
Face of Chriſtians can with Confidence offer new Ex- 
cuſes any longer to poſt-pone it; we may now hope for 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome, at leaſt, of the Cantious and pru- 
dent Men amongſt us, who have hitherto, with great 
Gravity and Wiſdom, ſtood Newters in this Aﬀair, and that 
they will at laſt anſwer the Expeftation of Good Men 
from. them, and ſuffer the Generations to - come to call 
them Bleſſed. *Tis at leaſt to be hoped, that if they are - 
too Great and Wiſe to ingage in the Work themſelves, they 
will not, however, ob/trutt 1t more than the oper Fnemiecs 
of it can do, by their _—_y it an /wpratticable Undertaking, 
whiſpering groundleſs Fealoufres of the Deſtgn, or uncha- 
ritable and diſadvantageous Charafers of the Perſons con- 
- cerned in the Promoring it ; but rather, that they will ler 
the World fee that their Zeal is ingaged in the Carrying 
on of wiſer Methods, for the Efteting of a National Refor- 
mation. And one would think, that the Employing our 
Labour or Authority in this Noble Defign, of being In/trumental 
in doing Good to. Multitudes of Souls, by | Supprefling of 
National Sins, and, by conſequence, the Reviving the Power 
and Reputation of Re/igzon, and thereby Preventing National 
Judzments, ſhould be more worth the Concern and Application 
of Chriſtians, and ſhould afford a more true and ſolid Satis-- 
faction than the purſuit! of onr Worldly Intereſt or-Pleatures. 
All 
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All indeed are not Capable of being  Serviceable in the 
fame way ; but whether it be by Executing the Laws, or 
by Preachwg, Diſcourfing, Writin, Informing, Setting up of 
Societies, or otherwiſe contributing towards it, which way 
ſoever 1t be that we: can further this G/orzous Work, it will, 
T think, be hard to find a good Excuſe for any that ſhall 
decline their Concurrence, according to their Advantages. 
and Opportunities, in an Undertaking which ic would 
come the greateſt Man upon Earth to promote, which is 
now fo far facilitated by the Schemes that are laid, and the 
. Methods it is put into. 

We have feen ſome few Perſons ingaging in this Enter=- 
prize, before they had any Methods ro dire them, or 
Examples to incourage them, cncountring Oppo/etion- in the 
firſt forming their Deſign; from open Enemies and falſe 
Friezds, ſuffering cruel Mockings, unkind Cenſares, and un- 
juſt Reproaches, and yet not giving way. We have ſeen 
them ſurmounting their greate#? Dificultzes, ſo that the main: 
brunt 1s now near over, and going on with that Reſolu-- 
tion and Succeſs, that the Deluge ot publick Wickedneſs is. 
viſthly abated. We are. told, that many Thouſands have- 
been: brought to Puniſhment for Swearing and Cir/ing, by 
their means ; Seventy or Eighty Warrants a Week having 
been executed on theſe Offenders, in and about this City 
only, ſince the late 4& of Parliament againſt Swearing and: 
Curling was made, which hath givea fo great and remark-. 
able a Check to thoſe Scandalous Sins, that our Conſtables 
ſometimes of late have found it difficult to take up a Swearer. 
in divers of our Streets and Markets, where, within a- few. 
years palt, horrid Oaths, Curſes, and Zmprecations, were heard - 
Day and Night; that a multitude of Druwkards, and- Pro- 
phaners of the Lerd's-Day, ſome of whom kept, as it were, open - 
Markets within a few Years paſt, have been made £xamples ; 
by their means; that Zwndreds of Diſorderly Houſes, which . 
were little better than Stews 'and Neſts for Thieves, __ | 

and i 
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and Coiners, &c, have been rooted out and ſuppreſſed ; 
and that ſome Thouſands of Lewd Perſons have been Im- 
priſened, Fined, and Whipt ; fo that the 7ower-End of the 
Town, and many of our Szreets, have been much purg'd of 
that peſtilent Generation of Might-TWalkers, that uſed to 
infeft them, which were a Reproach to this Noble City, and 


been ſent in a Week to Bridzwel, where they have of 

late received ſuch Dz/ciplire, that a conſiderable Number of 

them hath choſe rather ro be Tranſported to our Plantations, 

to work there for an honeſt Subſiſtance, than to expoſe 

) | themſelves, by their lewd. way of Living, to Shame and 
| Puniſhment, to Poverty and Diſeaſe, to all ſorts of wicked 
Practices, and the Danger of the Ga/ows, to which, in the 
Concluſion, they are often, if not generally brought. 

And I may juſtly add, that far greater Things, by the 
Application of the Original Society of Gentlemen, have been 
accompliſhed, than what have yet been mentioned, and 

ſuch as I am not permitted at this time to diſcover. But 

thus much may be faid, That the Endeavours of thoſe 
Gentlemen have not been confined to this City and Kingdom, 

but have extended as far as /relarnd, where they have had 


Kingdom from whence it had its fri? Riſe, of which, ſince 
a more particular Account may be expected, I may fatisfie 
my ſelf, at preſent, with ſaying in general, of my own Know- 
ledge, That the Tranſactions of Reformation here having been 
near 7wo Tears ſince laid before ſome few Perſons in Ireland, 
and moſt of thoſe (I muſt again obſerve) private Perſons, and 
of the /awer Rank of Men, with proper Conſiderations to move 
'em to unite in the ſame Deſign, and Methods to purſue it with 
Advantage, it determined them 'to engage heartily in it; 
and they have proiecuted it with ſo much Vigour, that there 
are now ſeveral Societies for Reformation in the City of 
Dublin, which 1 am aſſured, by divers Accounts that 1 have 

in 


a Scandal to Chriſtianity; Forty or Fifty of them having 


an Influence, very little, I think, ro the Honour of that. 
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18 my. Hands from thence, are ſpreading into ſeveral Parts 
of the Kingdom, and are encouraged by his Excellency the 
Earl of Go/loway, one of the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, 
the Right-Reverend the A4rch-Biſhop of Dublin, the Gene- 
rality_of the' C/ergy, and the beſt. of the Magiftrates and 
Gentlemen of that City: In Oze of which Soczerzes, moſt of 
che Pariſh-Miniſters of Dublin, ſeveral of the. pious Biſhops, 
particularly the celebrated . 4Arch-Biſhop, and divers other. 
Perſons of Quality,” are Members, forge of whom have ſhewn 
2 Zeal, which if it prevailed the Three Xingdoms- over, 
might ſoon” produce a ' Glorious Reverſe of the. State they 
are now in, and” which in leſs than: Two Tears fpace hath 
ſucceeded, tho' not without Oppofition,' as might be expeCct- 
ed, from Combinations of bact- Men, to that degree in 
Dublin, that the Prophanation of the Lord's Day, 'by Tipling 
in pablick Houſes, by Exerciſing of Trade, and Expoſing of 
Good's taySale, '1s".almoſt 'ſuppreſt ; that Lewd Women are 
fo ſtritly enquired after, and ſeverely puniſhed, thar, they 


have Tranſported themſelves, as in England, to our Plans 
tations ; and that Swearing is ſo run down, that an Oath 


is rarely heard in their Streezs; fo that publick Diſorders 


are remarkably cured; and, 'in ſhort, Yrce is afraid and. 
aſhamed to 'ſhew its head, where within a few Years paſt 


. 


it was daring and triumphant. - - 
We are likewiſe allured, That Scot{and hath concurred 
in theſe Matters, their ſevere and juf? Laws againſt Prophane- 
vefs and Debauchery having' been put in Execution in an ex- 
emplary manner, purſuant to His Majeſty's. Proclamation, 
which: hath been there j\ſued out in very ftri&t Terms. 
So that His Majeſty's late Gracious Letter to the Parliament 
of that Kingdom takes notice of the Progreſs that they have 
made in the Forming of Methods for the Diſcouraging ot ice 
and /rreligion, and aſlures them, That 'tis a WO KR X mo#t 

acceptable to him, 
D Buc 
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But to return to our own Nation. We are made ac- 
quainted, That many Secieties and Bodies of Men, of dif- 
ferent Ranks and Perſwafions, are ingaged im this Work, to 
which Men of Yirtue, of Temper, and unblemiſhed Reputa- 
tion, may either join themſelves, according to' their Qualzty, 
C trcamſtances, Or Opportuntt 'Y, Or may form themſelves into- 
new Bodies: That the publick _— that was made to 
it, which our Poſterity may bluſh to read of, is at an end, 
which, 'tis to be hoped, will be the laſt that we ſhall hear 
of in a Chriſtian State, and under a Proteſtant Government : 
That the City of Lowdow efpoulſes it, where there are Two 
Sermons Quarterly Preached, and divers of them Printed, 
to make Men fenfible of their Oslzgarions in this reſpect. 
And it's true alſo, That Swearing is much leſſened, as we 
have reaſon to believe, by the\d4ccoxnts we receive in moſt; 
2 not inall Parts of the Kingdom, as other publick- Diſorders 
are in-.many ; and that Soczeties for Reformation have been: 
in divers Places already actually form'd, and are going. 
on in many others; as particularly in Glouceſter, Leiceſter, 
Coventry, Shrewsbury, Bridpewater, Full, Nottingham, Tam<« 
worth, New-Caſtle, "4d nai Cheſter, and ſeveral other Cor- 
porations ; fo that in a tew Months time, by the Methods 
that are now. taking, there is-reaſon to believe that we thall: 
hear of a very as. /o ef Progreſs in this Work from” all* 
Parts of the Nation. And now is this a Time for Men thar 
would be reckoned Chriſtzaus to ſtand Newters- in an Afﬀeair 
wherein their Religion, their Country, and their Poſtertty, 
are fo deeply concerned Ler the Men who can content» 
_ edly fee the Laws of G O-D: trampled upon, who can, 
in their. ordinary Converſation inthe Streets, and even ar 
their- own. Tables, hear . horrid Oaths and Curſes, nay, 
Men- calling upon. G O D- for Damnation upon rhemſelves 
and othess; in a word, offering high [adigaities to the 
Glorious Majefty of their Great Creator, confider whether 
the very Heathens, who would nor ſuffer their Artificial 
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Deities to be affronted, or their Religion to be deſpigd, 
who. in Sieges, and other Diſtrefſes from their Enemies, 
were more concerned for their 'Images and Altars than for 
their own Houſes, or private Afﬀairs, does not condemn them? 
Let our Learned Rabbies, the great Diſputers of the World, 
and all that make a Profeſſion of Religion, but give lictle 
better account of it than by expreſſing a fierce and uncha- 
ritable hear againſt thoſe that differ from them in ſome 
thin rearng to Religion, but not eſſential to it, and wherein 
all Men equally wiſe and good have, I doubt, never yet been 
fully agreed, think ſeriouſly with themſelves; after a long 
and fad Experience of their unhappy Conduct, whether they 
might not employ, ſome ſhare art leaſt of their Parts and 
Zeal to much better purpoſe, in furthering the Reformation 
of Mens Lives, and of the Manners of the Nation, by the 
Suppreſling of Prophaneneſs and Yice, than by raiſing or 
keeping up, with an unchriſtian Temper to che manifeſt 
Injury of the Chriſtian Religion, which is an Inſtitution of 
Love, dangerous or unneceſſary Controverfies or. Divifions, 
and making of Proſelytes to their New Opinions or Party ; 
all Religions being, think, agreed, that bad Men are 2 
Scandal to the beſt Religion, and that they cannor, it they 
continue ſo, be faved in any, and conſequently that the 
being inſtrumental in the bringing over of a few Souls to 
the ſincere Practice of Piety and Virtue by any Chriſtian 
Methods, which thoſe I am treating of will, I hope, be al- 
lowed to be, is of greater Service to the Chriſtian Relis 
gion, and the World, than the gaining of Hundreds that 
are vicious to any. particular Church or Party. - But can 
Men of Conſcience fatisfic themſelves with complaining of 
the Iniquities of the Age, and wiſhing for Reformation, 
with giving only ſome good Words to thels Proceedings, 
or evett praying for. Ged's Bleſſing, upon them, without 
doing, as they. have Opportunity, what is  necellary, to 


promote ther, when, as it hath been faid, we have the 
D 2 —_ 
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Laws of GOD, of .the Nation, and, as we have reaſon to 


hope, the Government on our ſide; and moreover, fo many 
Examples, and fo great Succeſs, to incourage us, and have 
now, generally ſpeaking, not muca more to fear than 
Calumnics and hard Words, 2nd moſt of. thoſe, *tis to be 
hoped, from the Enemics of God and Goodneſs, which the 
beſt of Men, and the beſt De/rgns in all Ages, have ever 
met with, and which, in ſuch a Cale, it is our 2r«e-Glory 


to ſuffer 2 No, ſurely this is a Time, as I ſhall endeavour” 


to'make appear, tor all good Men to join their Fearts and 
Hands, their Jutere/f and Authority, 11 this fo Neceſſary, fo 
Great, and ſo Glorious a Work, | 


Having now laid before the Reader a ſhort Scheme of this 
@ndertaking, which was begun with great Oppoſition, in 
a Timc that was very diſcouraging to ſuch an Enterprize, 
and with fuch other circumſtances of Diſadvantage as new 
things, be they never ſo wite and good, eſpecially Attempts 
of this kind, generally meet with, and yet hath been ad- 
vanced to ſuch a conſiderable degree, from ſo contemptible 
a Beginning, as it muſt appear to have had to the Wiſe 
and the Wary among us, who do not duly confider that 
there 15 a G O D that rules in the Kingdoms of Men, and 


$aiab 40. 29, who, as the Prophet expreſies it, Givet/> Paver to the faint, 


and to them that have no Might encreaſeth Strength, My 


next Bufineſs is to enquire, whether there are any Orders of 


Men Among, us, who are under more particular Obligations to 
be Zealous, and diligent un Promoting a publick Reformation 
of Manners. 

And, in the firſt place, I humbly ask leave to lay this 
Matter before the moſt Reverend Order of the Clergy, 
beleeching them, with all that due Reſpect which all good 
Men ought to have to their. High and Holy Fundtion, to 
conſider, if what is endeavoured ro be proved to be the 


» 


Common Duty of all Men, and the Special Oblipation of Kings, 


Gavernonrs, 
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Governours and - Magiſtrates, be indeed fo, it is not the pars 
ticular Province of thoſe, who have entred into the Places 
of Overſeers and Watchmen, and of whom the Blood of 
thoſe that die in their Sins, if they knowingly ſuffer them 
to ſleep in them, will be required, to teach and inculcate 
theſe Duties as well as others. And 1t any of their Body, 
after. this matter is plainly laid before them, and they are 
convinced 'tis their Duty to be diligent mm rhe furthering 
it, wiltully neglect to. excite all forts of People, efpecially 
all belonging .to their Charge, of what Rank or Quality 
ſoever, to do their Duty likewile in promoting, in their re- 
ſpective Stations, the Execution of the Laws againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and. Debauchery, they can give a. good Ac- 
cunt. of their Conduct to rhoſe of their particular Charge, 
who have no concern to diſcharge their Dury herein, 
only for want of their being admonithed of it, and. are 
not Partakers, in-ſome degree, in tie Common Guilt of the 
Nation, which, as our Negledt of our Duty in this parti-- 
cular Inſtance, of not Promoting a Reformation, will en- 
creaſe, ſo it may be a means, notwithſtanding our preſent: 
reſpite from Deſtruction, to draw down God's Judgments 
upon the Kingdom, it we continue ro make no better uic 
of the Peace we have with our Neighbours than to fight 
with our crying Enormities again[t our God, which as I think 
few Nations, it any, have had 1n theſe laſt Ages greater 
Reaſon to cdread, fo, I. ſuppoſe, all will grant, that none 
icem-to have greater reaſon to ule all proper means to pre-- 
vent than thote who expect to give Account, not only, 
for their own Sins, but for the Sins- of ſo many others 
beſides, if they wilſully ſuffer them to. periſh in- them by 
their refuſing to uſe rhe necetlary means of preventing, rtheir- 
living and dying in them. 
{ ſhall not, atter I have humbly repreſented this Aﬀair to- 
this Sacred Order, think fit to enquire, whether there hatl1 
been any Neglect on the part of thew Body, or any one. 
Member 
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Member of it, in a matter wherein Re/igzon 1s fo highl 

concerned : I ask leave rather to ſay, That I am ered, 
_ upon unqueſtionable Information, that moſt of the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops have expreſſed their Approbation of 
the Societies of Reformation 1 have given an Account of; that 
I have never heard of the Name of any one of theſe Reve- 
rend Perſons that hath nor done it upon an humble Applica- 
tion made to them for their Countenance and Encouragement 
of them; and that divers of then!, to my own certain 
Knowledge, have promoted them, and continue to do it, as 
a conſiderable Number of the Clergy in and about this City, 
as well as in other parts of the Kingdom, have done like- 
wiſe ; ſome of them by Preaching, and frequently meeting 
to conſult one another upon this Occation ; and others of 
them by giving formations theraſelves to the Magiſtrates 
againſt Prophane Perſons; among whom the generous and 
remarkable Aſſiſtance that was given in this Afair b the 
twe late Eminent Divines, Dr. Forneck and Dr. hel 
whoſe Deaths are ſo much lamented, under the various 
Obſtructions. and Diſcouragements they encountred in the 
Proſecution of it, which thoſe pious Men made ſuch diſmal 
Refleftions upon, as I ſhall under our prefent Circum- 
ſtances forbear to repeat, does demand a particular Ac- 
knowledgement in this place, and deferves ro be tranſ- 
mitted to after-Ages, when the Names of ſuch as diſcou- 
rage Endeavours of Reformation may either be forgot, or 
be remembred with Ignominy. And I not only fubmir 
what I have faid on this Head of the Clergy, and this whole 
' Diſcourſe, to this Reverend Body, which, I think, I ſhall never 
obtain of my ſelf to Publiſh without the Approbation of 
ſome of the pious: Members of ir; bur out of a juſt ſenſe 
of my own Defeats, and the tender Regard I would 
always have to matters of Religzon, 1 heartily defire, if I am 
ever prevailed on to Publiſh it, a publick Correion from 


them of any thing I have faid in theſe Papers through 
| : Weakneſs 
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Weakneſs or Inadvertency ; which, I hope, all the Advan- 
tages of the World would not have prevailed on me, if 
they could have been offered me, to have faid knowingly, 
that may not be warranted from the Holy Scriprures, 
or that does give Offence to any but thoſe whom the 
| Repreſentation of their Sin, or their Duty to rhem, and 
| Religion it ſelf offends; whole Sentiments of this Diſcourſe 
as I have no reaſon to ask, their Cenſures of it I may 
know how to value. | 

And I muſt.the rather make this humble and ſolemn Addreſs 
to them for a ſpeedy Cenſure of theſe Papers, if there is any 
juſt Occaſion for it ; and that at the ſame time they would 
be pleaſed to put this Glorious Cauſe, that I have: here repre-- 
ſented with po more $kill, in a better light, which, I conceive, 
would well become the moſt celebrated Writers of the Age 
ta do, not only becauſe Errors in general, as well as D#ſ- 
, eaſes, are better prevented than cured after they are ſpread ; 
but becauſe upon a long Conſideration and a full Knowledge- 
| have had of the 2ndertaking 1 have treated of, 'and' of 
the Steps by which it hath been carried on from the'very 
Beginning, I cannot but believe: that the Virtuous 'part'of- 
the Nation, when 1t 1s laid before them, will conclude that 
there is abundant Reaſon for their Concurrence and Afiſtance 
in it, and will think that either the Zappineſs or Miſery of 
this Kingdom may with great ground be expected trom - 
either the Succeſs or the Dz/couragement that theſe and others - 
pious and ju? Fudeavours for a National Reformation meet 
with. My Buſineſs in-the next place is to conſider the /1a- 
giftrates Obligation to be diligent inthe: Execution of the Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery. 

It will, I think, be allowed, That Government is of Divine 
Appointment, and that the Power of Magiſtrates, whether it 
be thar of the Supream, .or that of thoſe that are Ziferior 
and Sabordiate, 1s derived originally from God. St. Paul 
. ſpeaking of. the Magiſtrate ſays, He: is..the Miniſter p/ Rom. 13-4 

God 


Rom. 15. 1. 


I 7. 


2Chron 19.6. 


i Tim. 2, 
"SY 
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God to thee -for Good. There is no Power But of God. 
The Powers that be are. ordained of God. And Mojes ſpeak- 
ing to the Judges of the People of 7/rae! ſays, Hear the 
Cauſes between your Brethren, and Judge. rizhteeufly between 
every Man and his Brether. Te ſhall not reſpe Perſons in 
Tudament, ' but you ſhall hear the Small as well as the Great ; 
you ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man, for the Fudgment 1s 
Gods. Take heed ( ſaith Fehoſhaphat to his Judges ) what ye 
do; for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who is with you 
in the Fudgment. Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be 
upon you, take heed and do it: for there is no Iniquity with 
the Lord our God, nor reſpet of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts. 
Thus ſhall ye do in the Fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with 
a perfet Heart, From whence we may, I think, conclude; 
without adding any further proot of what 1s ſo generally 
conteſt, that Magi/trates do act by God's Authority, are his 
Miniſters or Inſtruments, which he maketh what uſc of 
he pleaſes in the Governing the Natural and Rational 
World ; that they are to A for his Fonour, and the Good 
of his People; and thar He will call them to account for 
their Behaviour in _ this reſps&. Accordingly, for Kings, 
and for all that are in Authority, the Apoſtle does particu- 
larly direct, That Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions,- and 
giving of Thanks be made, that under them we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable Life in all G:dlineſs and Floneſty. For our King 
therefore, and all fort of Magiſtrates, does it not behove 
us to pray, That Grd would be pleaſed ro inſpire them with 
Zeal for his Glory, and the Good of his People, and par- 
ticularly to direct and affiſt rhem in this neceſſary and moiſt 
weighty Afﬀeair of Reformation ? . 

And as the Magiſirate's Power is primarily and originally 
irom G O D; A is the Office and Power of Subordinate 
Magiſtrates immediately and viſibly conterred upon them as 
a weighty Truft, by their Prince, and their Countrey, which 
they have an Obligation to the faithful Diſcharge of, un _ 

nn. natura 
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natural AZegiance and Fidelity which they owe to their Av7 
and - cheir Countrey; but this Obligation riſes yet higher ; 
they are bound yet cloſer to the fairhful Diſcharge of their 
Office :-by a Solemn Oath, relating to their particular Tru#t, 
* as well as bygthe Oath of Alegiance. Now the. Ob1/;gation 

being  thus- great and various, muſt, I think, maebrily 
. draw the dreadful Guilt of Perjury,. as well -as Breach of 
Trus?, wpon thoſe, who being thus intruſted and obliged 
to Execute the Laws, do wilfully negle&t to do their Duty : 
For a' Fuſtice of the Peace takes this Solemn Oath at his En- 
trance into.. that Ofece : 

That in the County of — in all Articles in the King s Com- 
miſſion to him diretted, he ſhall do legal Right to the Poor, aud 
to the 'Rich, after his Cunning, Wit, and Power, and after the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, and the Statutes thereof made ; 
and wherein: he is firſt obliged: 9 do Right, which regards 
very much the Puniſhment of Offenders, as appears mare 
fully in his Commiſion and- this Equally reaches Rich and 
Poor. The whole County is allign'd in the Oath, as the Extent . 
of his Juriſdiction, and therefore his Authority is not,caphn'd. 
to a part ;, he is not tied up to act only in any leſler,Difrigt, | 
of it; but is to iſſue out his Warrants againſt Qffeaders.... 
upon Iaformarions offered him by Perſons that live.nevexr,, 
fo remote from him in the-County, or for Oftences com- 
mitted 1n any. part of it; which, tho' 'tis ſo obvious from 
the very Words. both of the Oath and Commiſſion, I thought 
fit to take notice of, leſt if we ſhould have any Magi/trates 
that ſhould think it roo much to give themſelves the Trouble 
to look into the Diſorders of any kind that are-committed, 
even in their own Pariſhes, to ſuppreſs them when they hear 
or oblerve them any where ellc, as Swearing and Curſfing, 
for Inſtance, in Bowling-Greens, Coffee- Houſes, and other 
publick Places; Drunkenueſs, Lewdneſs, and. Prophanation 
of the Loerd's-Day in the Taverns and Streets; or that 
ſhould unwillingly reccive Informations from others . of 
E them, 
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them, they ſhould, in either of theſe Caſes, be tempted to- 
think thoſe worthy Magiſtrates too officious, and take 
the Liberty. to ſpeak of them as ſuch, who by inſpecting. 
into theſe Diſorders, where-ever they hear of them, in 
any part of the County, and by giving Encouragement 
to thoſe that bring them Informations of ſuch Offences 
which will in conſequence draw a more than ordinary 
Attendance upon them of ſuch Perſons on this Occaſion 
as live at a diſtance from them, will thereby. make their 
Unfaithſalneſls in their Office the more remarkable. 
He is obliged to do Juſtice, according to the Laws, Statutes, 
anel Cuſtoms of the Realm. He 1s not then to break the Laws 
himſelf, or to ſuffer others with Impuniry to break them: 
He is to diſcharge his Ofice according to his 7nder/tanding- 
and Ability; but can any be ſuppoſed to be of ſuch weak 

\ Abilities, as not to know 'that Offenders ought to. be pu- 

- niſhed, when- /egal Taformations are offered them, or when - 
»., Offences are committed before them? If then any Magi-. 


| ©» ftirareg can diſcourage thoſe who are fo much Friends to 


their »Countrey, as to bring + them Informations againſt” 
Offenders, can refuſe to convict upon- thern, or can ee 
and hear one another break God's Laws, and the Laws 
of their Countrey, at their Diverſion; and rheir own 'Ta- 
 bles ; What is more direMly contrary to their Offce and 
Truit > What becomes of the 'Oaths-that-are upon them 2? 
Ih how many Inſtances do they ,notoriouſſy break them ? 
And if the Violation of a Giet'T ruff 1s juſtly eſteemed - 
baſe and deteſtable, how much higher Aggravations muſt 
their Offences admit of, who break a Publick one, fo ſolemn] 
mken upon them ? And certainly Perjury, that is of fo black 
a nature in irs ſelf, is not a kels Enormity, or lefs Infamous, _ 
in a Magiſtrate, than it 1s 18 one of an inferior Order. 

The Commiſſion for a-Juſtice of the Peace alſo fets forth, 
That he is to Conſerve the Peace in ſuch or ſuch a Connty, and 
to keep, as well as canſe to be kept, all Ordinances and Sta- 

: | tutes 
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rates made for the Good of the Peace, and the Conſervation 

thereof, and for the' Quiet, Rule and Government of E1is Majefty*s 

People, and in all aud every the Articles thereof, according 

to the Force, Form, and" Effet thereof, to Chaſtife and Puniſh 

all Perſons in«the ſaid County offending againff the Form of 

thefe Ordinances and Statates, or any of them in the Connty, | | | 
It deſerves our Obſervation, That as the * Rowan Govern- — 

ment, the f Lacedzmonian and * 4thenian Common-Wealths, fpecimenefto, 

provided by their Laws againſt i/! Magiſtrates, kept, when Fr=clata ifta 

they flouriſhed, vicious Merr out of their Magz/ftracy, and en- GY 

truſted thoſe | with the Execution of their Laws that would ni vitio carere 

ſhew ſuch a Behaviour to others as rhey expected from them, [** Jubeat ph 

So our Government hereby ſtrictly requires the Mapi/trates in = ordi= 

to give a good Example, "Tis a mighty force thar Example nem unquam 

hath ; 'one- can hardly conceive any thing, on the one 7; payer. 

hand, fo fooliſh and unaccountable; and on the other, 1Þ bw, p. 334- 

difficult and brave, as that Men may not in a great de« ifituinpei 

gree be led to by it. Good Example: hath often the Ad- > conch 


vantage of Humane Precept, of Admonition, or Reproof, cixcca Magi= 


and ſometimes of the - Exerciſe of publick Juſtice,” or C_ 


private Authority, which, beſides that they are nor 'al- ectata, quod 


ways practicable, have often too little Influence upon the: Politicum | 
praxceptum in 


Mind ; but Good Example hath a great and ſecret Charm (.,;” repu- 


to draw others to Imitation. It attrats and aflimilates by* blica fervari 


# | . 4 3 ex uſu effet, 
a Power of which we cannot give a full Account, tho' by bene rs 


-. ſhewing Virtue as it were - viſibly,,,ir hath undeniably* gepub. "Lace- 


thereby a great Advantage» of orher Methods of Inftry- 4emmioum 


Qtion ; thoſe things being allowed to make a much deeper & Þ*:* Sch 


and longer Impretiion upon our Minds that are repreſented puos Atheni- 


ro us by our Eyes, than thoſe rhat are admitted by our Ears. «»fium Magi- 
ftratus cen= 


fendi fant annui Novemviri. Oportebat in eorum vitam-inquiri, antequam Magiftratum capeſſe- 
rent, Peritus de Legibus Atticus 236, Tantam honeftatis curam his Novemviris voluit efſe $o/o::, ut 
fi quis Archon vino ſe ingurgitaverit, capital ei fyerit ex hac lege, Ts «7x07: up eu wy XipSy 
Sardlg- ifw 1 Zapic, Jurabant in leges le &fſe obſervaturos Noremwiri, Jurisjurandum Novemnvi- 
rorum. Leges obſervabo, quod fi fecus fecero atream Rtatuam meam #qui ponderis pendam. 
Petiius ae Legibus Articis 190, "Arxarliciuren Ouaia; «ptr, &) dige ip ati, Ro. He dc. Ponty 
de Poiutis Athemenjaum. 


E 2 Precepts, 
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N 
Precepts, tho they are in. the general not only highly 
aſc, but neceſlary, are not always clear, and when they 
are underſtood, the Efficacy of them, of A4dmonition, and 

Reproof, ſeems often to be more or leſs according. to the 

Example of them that give them ; ſuch Perſons are Jookt on 

as 2 Reproach to Religion, and unqueſtionably do often give 

bad Men a further Averſion and Prejudice to 1t, that do not 

practiſe themſelves what they recommend in their Diſcourſes. 

As the Chriſtian Relzgion. does therefore ſtrictly oblige all 

its Profelytes to ſhew a good Example, by a firic Obler« 

vance of 1ts Precepts; ſo it does more eſpecially inculcate upon 

thoſe whole particular Office it is to teach others their Duty, 

their endeavouring to perſwade them to it by their own good 

Example, as well as by their Doctrine, that they may thereby 

; both ſave themſelves, and thoſe that hear them ; and when this41s 
Mat. 23, 3. Wanting, when they ſay,but do uot, how excecdingly miſchievous 
the conlequences of it are, highly deſervesſerious Conſideration, 

*14 time The Heathen Moraliſts'could obſerve the great Miſchief that 
nw 107 Hg was done the World by Mercenary Maſters ot. Precept, by 
3 eas, Whom they .meant thoſe that endeavoured to-talk elegantly: 
of juſt things,. but not to do them; and that it was not the 

Diſcourſes, but the Example of Socrates ; not the School, but 

- the Manners of Epicurus, that made Plato, Methrodorus, 

&c. what they were, and ſo much celebrated. Z knew: 

* "as 33a 3» ( ſays Tlato.) Socrates by. his good Works firſt, more than by 
peroghets Sixers lis good Words; and he makes. it a neceſſary quality of. 
2, Hixus 4 g00d Orator, that he himſelf be Juſt and Virtuous. 
»iw.Gng. + And accordingly Socrates his Maſter being asked what 


hae +; he thought to be the beſt Inftruftion, anſwered, Expraxze, 


*v@- «v79 74 Or well-doing. Example hath indeed fuch a power, that 
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ee 24; Men are 1n a great degree too citen {uch as thoſe arc with. 
rid lpa 7, WHOM they converſe, as even the Proverbs of many Nations 
— Sita have obſcrved : So thar he that gives a good Exam- 
robes, fulag, PIE, tho he be bur a private Perſon, does, in truth, a 
| publick Service, and lays an Obligation upon the Age he- 

ves 
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kves ict: But the good} Examples of Governours and* Mngi 
ftrates, ( b need not add, of Minifters) hath a far greater 
force of Perſwaſion ; their Virtues are generally derived, 
by. Imitation, - into the Manners "of the People. *How 
fatal an Influence: more eſpecially muſt then the vicious 
Examples, which the corrupt Nature of Man does with 
ſo much Eaſe comply with, of Superiours, of Perſons in 
Authoticy, whoſe particnlar Province it is to look to the 
Execution of the Laws, have upon” thoſe - below them ? 
Theſe Men carry not only thoſe of rheir Neighbourhood, 
but: a' great part of the Counties they hve 1n, after them ; 
many of whom, tis very obvious, are apt to think it an 
Excuſe, if not a Warrant, to tranſgreſs after their Example. 


*Quales enim” 
ſummi civita- 
tis viri fue- 
ront, talis ci 
vitas erit. 
Cland: avits, 
Ut evim vitiis -- 
SS ſcelecibus 
Magiitratuum 
infici ſolet & 
corrumpi to- 
ta Reſpublica, 
ita Corrigi & 
emendari. 
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The Commiſſion of a Juſtice: of Peace does therefore ' with 7* 29c3 | 
. . WER | »I@- 0c24uTas | 

great reaſon-tell him, That he is to keep himſelf, as well as 7, <1am. © 

cauſe to be kept, all the Ordinances and Statutes, &c. Ag Vocrares ad 


his giving, a good: Example is a likely way to procure a'due 
regard to his Office, to maintain his Authority, and, with 
the Exerciſe of it, to reform Others ; ſo, on the contrary, his 
giving a bad Example is as efteCtual 2 courſe to teach others 
to break the Laws, and to bring a Contempt upon lis Office, 
and the Government it felf, as can eafily be thought of, 1 
needed not to-have beerethns long upon this Head of Exam- 
ple, and particularly the mahignant Influence of the bad 
Examples of Magiſtrates and great Men, it moſt Ages did 
not- abound with ſuch unhappy Inſtances, and it this Nation 
in particular had not felc fo much the fatal Efte&ts of 
them, as may- be ſome Excuſe for my inſiſting on it. 
But ro go on: Beſides the Miſchief that is- done by the 


Nicoclem. | 
Nec ignores 
totius civita- 
tis mores ad 
exemplum 


Magittratuums 


conformatrt. . 


vicious Examples of Magiſtrates, With what Reaſon can - 
we expect, that thoſe thar make no Conſcience to break he - . 


Laws, ſhould diligently and contcientiouſly Execute the Þ 1vs 
upon others? And ſuppoſing ſuch Magiſtrates ſhould fome- 
times, eirher out of a fear of the Inſpection of the Governs 
»ens, into their Behaviour, in the Reign of a Prince. that 43 


zealous, 


the miſchievous Liberty to trample upon the Laws of 
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-zealous in the Diſcouraging of Vice ; or out of a deſire of 


keeping up their Reputation with better Men, be ſometimes 
inclined to puniſh ſuch Offences in others, as they are 
themſelves guilty of, conſciouſneſs of their own Faults will, 
when they aft upon no better and firmer Principles, deprive 
them of Courage, and be very apt, upon many Occaſions, 
to draw them back from the Puniſhing of others; eſpeci- 
ally when the Offenders are either their Superiors or Equals ; 
whereas the Law knows no reſpect of Perſons, and they 


- whoſe Buſineſs it is to Execute it, muſt do it withour 


DiſtinRion or Partiality. "Their Commiſſion tells them, That 
they are 7o chaſtiſe and puniſh all Perſons in the ſaid County 
offending, And can any that conſider this, That we 
live under a Chriſtian Government, and that the' Apo- 
ſtle acquaints us, That the Magiſtrate 7s the Mini/ter af 
God for Good, That he beareth not the Sword - in Vain, 
Is a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that does Emil; 
and that Chriſtians ſhou'd ' have a far greater Concern for 
the Honour of God, than for the Honour of their Prince, 
their own Reputation or Eſtates, but think that- the Laws 
that relate to Prety and Yirtue are to be chiefly regarded 
by the Magiſtrate, that his principal Care ſhould be ap- 
plyed to the reſtraining Men, even thoſe of the higheſt 
Rank, from openly breaking thoſe Laws, by a ſtrit and 
impartial Execution of them, ſince the Reafonableneſs of 
the Puniſhing of Men for the Violations of Religion ſeems 
to have been evident by the light of Nature? It being, 
I think, a juſt Obſervation, which 1 have ſome where mer 
with, of a Heathen Philoſopher, That tho' ſeveral Nations 
do appoint ſeveral Puniſhments for the Violation of Religion, 
it does not in any Countrey go wholly unpuniſhed. No Mens 


F Quality ought to ſhelter them from Puniſhment. in this 


Caſe; Even Privilege of Parliament docs not - give thoſe 
who are allowed it for the Service of their Countrey, 


God 
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Gd " and their Comntrey, nor will excuſe Mariſtrates 
from ading according ' to their Oaths in theſs Mat- 
ters. Charity and good Manners would forbid us, if 
fuch a. Caſe had never been heard of, or was like to 
happen, to ſuppoſe that this Privilege ſhould ever be pre- 
tended on ſuch an Occaſion by any one of thoſe Bodkes, 
who as they *make Laws againſt - Debanchery and Prophane- 
xeſs, ought likewiſe to endeavour, by their own Exem- 
plary Behaviour, to promote Piety and good Manners, to 
give Laws of Civility to' the of the Nation, and to 
add, That if theſe things do happen, good Tees ris 

And there 1s, ! 


to be hoped, will a&t as become: them. 

think, no doubt but the-bringing to legal Puniſhment a Man 
of Title or Authority, that makes uſe of his Power or 
Intereſt to be mor? vicious, and to do greater Mifchief to 
the World then others, is a greater Service to Religion and 
our Countrey, and more highly hononrable among Men, 
than the Punifhing of a private Perſon, perhaps than 
many poor Creatures; who, as hath been long- obſerved, 
generally ſuffer the Extremity 'of the Law for fuch Offen- 
ces as their Neccſlities\ are a Temptation to them, tho' not a 
Reaſon for them, to commit, when great Men, that cheat 
whole Provinces, and bid defiance to Sacred things, go un- 
puniſhed, if they are- not rewarded, +If Hiſtory can tell 
us of Heathers -that could do and ſuffer fo much for the 
Maintenance of the Laws of their Conntrey, ſhall ir be fu 
poſed that the Fear of diſobliging a Man of Intereſt, that 
hath a ſwelling Title, one that is, T doubr, improperly cal- 
led a Man of Honour, who affronts and contemns Reh- 


'* 


i quiſqg | {anxeris. . 
20g, uu egem fſanxer 


bat, Adultezum deprehenſum ſecuri necare : 


ah una parte ſecuis excuſa, ab alteca facies viri &.mwlieris uno collo juncta. 


*Receptumg;”: 


omnium Pe. 
ne Gentium, 
temporumgz 


memoria, ut . ' 


ad legum - 1a- 
tarum obſer» 


vantiam invie* - 


tarentur infe- 
rior 8 fortis 


homines, ex® + 


eiyplo poten*- 
tum,qui primi 
eas cuſtodire 


cogebantur,8& . | 


prelertim illi 
iph qui cas tu- 
lifient, Ts. 


Liv. 3. Decad. -. 


lib. 8... 
Magiſtratug, 


Gubernatoress » 
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Imperaioc tert quasipſe cuftodiat, Preceptum ſalubre Pittaci fapientis apud Auſonium : Pareto 


i quis convictus furti efſet apud Locrenſes, -effodiebantur ei -oculi. © Contigit autem ut © 
Zgleves filius furti reus convitiaretur, oui quym Locrenfes pornam remitterent, non tufit id pater, . ,) 
ſed hi uoum, filio alterum-votnit erui oculum. Legem quandam TFenediis tuſit Tennes, qua lice- .' 
Quum itaqz fits ejns eflet captus, interrogante +, 
regem qui cceperat, Quidei faciendum? Reſpondebat, Lege urendum : quapropter & nummo ejus 
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gion, ſhould keep- Chriſtian. Magiſtrates from Executing 


the Laws of their Country, that, are'made for the: Support 
of Religion, and to which they are Sworn. And yet, as 
unworthy. and unaccountable as ſych a Behaviour may 
appear to be, even by the Light of Nature, ir were 
well, if for the Honour of Chri/tian May i/trates, nay, even of 
Humane Nature, that it could be denyed, * that many, Iam 
unwilling to fay moſt of the Mag#{{rates in the late Reigns, 
lived and died with their Commiſſions, without putting any 
one of the Laws, that our more virtuous Anceſtors : had 
Ictt us againſt Prophanenefs and Debauchery, 1m Execu- 
tion, which ſome of the worthy Magiſtrates of this Reign; 
making a Conſcience of Diſcharging the Oaths they bave 
taken, and the 7ruft that is repoſed in them, by their Per» 
ſonal Watchfulneſs and Dilizence, as well as by their giving due 
Encouragement to thoſe, who, without having Oaths to oblige 
them, or Rewards to encourage them, bring them. /xformations 
of the Breaches of thoſe Laws, which were grown almoſt ob» 
ſojcteand uſeleſs, have, to their great Honour, fo ſucceſsfully 
done, with ſuch Oppoſition and Difficulty ; and not only 
with greater Clamour from hardned Offenders, but with more 
Reflection from too many others, than tiey might have met 
with if they -had. been breaking them in the moſt impudent 
manner, had been making Attempts 'to deſtroy them. - To 
prevent therefore, for the future, the Miſchief that this 
Nation may otherwiſe fall under, as it hath done, by the 
Unfaithfulneſs of Magiſtrates, it may deſerve Conhideration, 
whether, 1t would not be highly adviſable, that, .as we are 
told, the Romans, for this reaſon, ordered their Magi/trates 
togive, at certain times, an Account of their Diligence, for 
the Maintenance of the Laws, to their * Cen/ors, a cluef part 
oi whoſe Office it was, to look to a Reformation of Man. 


rum peſtem & perniciem. illatura videbantur, Roſonus de Antiquitatibus Romany fol. $20, 
Cenfores mores papali, regumo. ,. Hzc detur cura Cenforibus, quandoquidem eos ii Re- 
publica ſemper volumuz elſe, Cicero de Legality, fol. 349. 
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ners; and as onr Magiſtrates are, by the late A of Par» 


lament againſt Swearing and Curfing, required to keep Lif#s 
of thoſe' Perſons that they have convicted of thoſe Offences, 
and to return them to the Seſſions ; our Magi/trates ſhould be 
likewiſe turther obliged to bring in to our Judges of Aſſize, 
or to the LQuarter-Seſſions, Lifts of ſuch as they have con- 
victed upon all the Statutes againſt Prophaneneſs and 
Debanchery, which Method will, I humbly conceive, nor 
only be efieftual for the quickening the _— of 
Magiſtrates, but give a juſt Terrour to Offenders, and 
will afford the Government a means of knowing what 
Magiſtrates have moſt Honourably diſcharged their Truſts, 
done rhe greateſt Service to their Country, and deſerve 
the higheſt Regard from it. .* And can any, unleſs they 
zre faithful and zealous Miniſters of the Goſpel, be ſup- 
poſed to deſerve more Reſpe& than thote Magifrates that 


conſciencioutly apply themſelves to the Supprefling of 


Vice and Prophaneneſs, and to the Promoting of Religion ? 
As the doing of this is, I conceive, the greateſt Benefit 
of Magiſtracy, and may be ſuppoſed, as hath been ſhewn, 
to be a great End for which it was appointed, fo it can't, 
[ think, be doubted, but God's Blefſing may attend his 
Ordinance, the Magiſtr-tes zealous and united Endeavours 
for this purpoſe, ſo that they may ſucceed to the Spiritual 
good of particular Perſons, as well as to the good of the 
Publick; that as Afictions are often ſent by Him, to 
awaken Men out of their Lethargy in their vicious Courſes, 
and” in the nature of them tend ro that end, the lega! Cor- 
rections of Offenders, which may be looked on as Aﬀi- 
tions, may, with God's Bleſſing, work the fame happy Effect 
tpon them ; and the rather, tince they are the immediate 
and ſenſible Effects of rheir Sins; and of this, we are rold, 
there hath: been ſo many happy Inſtances ſince the beginning 


of theſe Zranſaitions, as are ſufficient, without other Cort 


fide: ations, to encourage the Mag/trates Diligence : But 
| F when 


* His autem 
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when this fails of the deſired Succeſs upon particular- 


Perſons, yet it is a vaſt Advantage to the Cauſe of Reli- 
g10n in general, to keep rhe Multitude, by the ſtrict and 
exemplary Puniſhment of ſome Offenders, from the pub- 
lick Commiſſion of ſuch Scandalous Sins as waſt the 
Conſcience, affront Religion, and direftly tend to bring 


it into Contempt, that, as the Scripture expreſſes it, 4// ſraet 


may hear, and fear, and do no more any ſuch Wickedneſs, For 
conſidering the Original Corruption of our Nature, which 
is generally more depraved by our Education in a dege- 
nerate Age; that being thus depraved and wealined, we 
find it no very eafie work to reſiſt Temptations ro Sins, 
to which we have either habituated our ſelves, or have a na- 
tural propenſity, when they are naked and alone; and rhat 'tis 
much more difficult to encounter them when Temptations to 
thoſe Sins are made ſtronger by the bad and eminent Exam- 


ples which are almoſt every where to- be ſeen in our Com- 


merce with the World, there being but few that we meet with 


that do not recommend one Vice or other by their Example- 


to our Imitation, and (which is, I think, ſtill worfe) moſt 
of thole not ſuch as profeſs rhemſelves Enemies of Re- 


ligion, but thar pretend themſcives Chriſtians, entertain 


hopes of receiving the Benefits of Religion, and attend its 
Ordinances with Allowance, as often as they think it for 
fntereſt or Reputation ro do fo; conſidering, I ſay, theſe 
things, have we not great reaſon to fear, thar moft Men 
will continue to go over to the major- Party, that triumph 
in Wickednels, and that few will have the Courage and 
Bravery to join with the Jeſſer and too much deſpiſed 
Party of Virtue, to go againſt the Stream of a Debauched 
Ape, { which, for ought I can fee, there is greater likely- 
hood that it thould till grow more ſtrong and furious, 
than that it thould abate ) till frequent and publick Exam- 
ples of Vice are taken out of publick View by either the 
Execntion of- our Civil Laws, or by the Revival of the 
ancient: 
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., 
ancient Diſcipline of the Church, Sexeca could, it ſeems, 
obſerve, That it was enough to ſhake the Reſolution of a So- 
crates, or a Cato, to bare up againſt and ſtem Vice, when it 
becomes ſo general and faſhionable, that it preſſes upon us 
with a kind of publick Authority. And tho' Chriſtians 
have a clearer Revelation than thoſe Heathens had of ther 
Dnty, higher Obligations, nobler Motives, and greater Aſſ- 
ſtances to perform it, yet, I conceive, our Religion. does not 
reach us, nor our own Experience of Humane Frailty docs 
not encourage us to make the way to our Duty, @Happinels, 
as difficult as we can.  'Tis true, as may be objeQed, that 
Men are by no means to be ſuppoſed. Religious, who are 
reſtrained from their Vices only by ſenſe of Shame, or fear 
of Humane Puniſhment; but yet they muſt be thought 
to be in a much fairer way of being fo under, thoſe Re- 
ſtraints, than they would be without them, By their being 
kept, by Humane Laws, from an Indulgence of their vicious 
Inclinations, they may in time find the Pleaſure and the Ads 
vantage of the Reſtraint: And bad Examples, .that abound 
in molt places, which I take to be the great Occaſion of Sin, 
being by this means taken away, Yice will become Scanda- 
fous, and Yirtze will be in proportion eſteemed faſhionable z 
and thus, I think, very great points are gained. For when 
Men that are vicious in their Inclinations, and even; thale 
that are grown old in Senſuality, ſec that Religion gives Men 
that Efteem and Advantage as Dehauchery and Irreligzon hath 
done within our Memory, and they find morcover the Stream 
is turning, and bearing hard againſt them, then they will take 
ſome pains to be Virruous, at leaſt to appear 1n the Dreſs ot 
Virtue ; then may we exped that Men wul begin to enquire 
into the Nature and Reaſons of Religion, and when they 

find, by a fober Advertence to its Propoſals, (which they will 
now make without Prejudice, ) and by ſome Experience they 
will have of the happy Effeds. of it, by rhcir endeavour- 
ing to imitate ir, that it prohibits us thoſe rhings that 
F 3 would 
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would be moſt highly injurious to us, and allowsa. Satisfa- | 
Aion ro our rational Appetites ; that it hath ſuch Excellen- 


- Cies as out-bid and put out of countenance ail the Advan- 


tages that the World can offer ; that it fortifies us againſt 
the croſs Occurrences and Calamities, the Changes and 


Storms of Life, and the Fears of Death, difarms it, of its 


Stings and Terrours: to ſay no more, that, it ſilences the 
bitter Remonſtrances and ſtinhing Reproaches of Conſcience, 
delivers us from Plagues and Fears, Confuſion. and Sorrow, 
from the tormenting Guilt, and the crucl Uſurpation and 
Outrages of our Luſts and Paſſions, and gives us an Ex- 
change the noble Pleaſure of the Victory over our ſelves, 
who are our worlt Maſters, the Joys aft Innocence; the 
Triumphs of a good Conſcience, and the Extafies of. Hea- 
venly Hopes, and directs us to the Regions of Bliſs, to Joys 
unſpeakable and full of Glory : Then may it be that the good 
Diſpoſitions, which we may call the Seeds of Virtue, which 
fcemed before as it were choak'd in ſome with ill Habits, 
may be awakened; and. revive, and that athers,. who had 
fome weak Inclinations to Religion, but had not ſtrength 
enough to bear the Contempt that now too often, if nor 
generally attends the ſincere Practice of it, to go in an un- 
trodden way, againſt the Tyranny of Cuſtom and Example, 
will take courage: Then may we hope to fee Virtue, that 
lath been fo long lighted” and oppreſſed, drawn out of its 
Obſcurity, delivered from that Contempt which the Pre- 
valency and Infolence of Sin hath flung upon it, and imbit- 
tered it, be admired, embraced, centhroned. So that the 
Maziſtrates taking away out of publick View Examples of 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, by a ftrit Execution of the 


.- Laws, ſeems as proper, if not as neceilary a means for the 


keeping: of Vice from the further ſpreading its Contagion, 
and the retrieving of Virtue, as the preventing, of thoſe 
that have the Plagye upon them from mixing with thoſe 
that are not infeRted, and ſhutting of them-up is neceffary 


CO 
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to the ſtopping the Raging of that Diſtemper ; and as it'is 
not to be doubted, ' that where thoſe that have the Plague 
viſibly upon them are allowed to. converſe promiſcuouſly 
with the Sound, even to walk publickly in. the Streets, it 
mult be a certain ſign -that the Diſtemper is Epidemical, 
that there. 1s little hopes of putting a ſtop: to it, or thar 
thoſe whoſe - proper Buſineſs it is to ſhut up, and take care 
of the Difeaſed, are: therfifelves infected. with the Diſtem- 
per; ſo it muſt in hke manner. be thought to be when 
there is no care taken of the moral Diſeaſes of a State, 
when publick Prophaneneſs: and Vice not only-go unpu- 
niſhed by the ea anhics þur are triumphant, From hence 
therefore "tis cvident, that ſuch Magiſtrates as diligently 
diſcharge their Office, are not only inſtrumental in doing 
good to particular Perſons, but to the Publick, and 
may be ſo. of a General Reformation, and. do therein 
what we have ground to believe. is highly acceptable to 
God ; for - thus faith God: by the Prophet, Them that ho- 
nour me I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be 
lightly efteemed, And accordingly we are told in. the Holy 
Scriptures how acceptable to God the Zeal of Phinehas 
was, in Executing of Judgment upon Zzimri and, Cos; : 
Behold, 1 give unto him my Covenant of Peace, and he ſhall 
' bave it, and his Seed after him, even the' Covenant of an 
Everlaſting Prieſthood, becauſe he was Zealous for his God, &«c. 
And the Pſalmift tells us, That 7t was accounted to him for 
Righteouſneſs unto al Generations for evermore. 

But now ſince His Majelty's .Jate Freclamation,: and the 
Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to His Majeſty; da nor 
only give us too great reaſon to fear, that all Maziſerates 
will not duly conſider this as they ought, but plainly tells 
our Magiſtrates that their .Negligence and Unfaithfulreſs in 


their Office is -the great Cauſe of the Debauchery and; Pro» 


phaneneſs of the Kingdom. It may /not be indecent. or - 


unproper. in this place to ſhew, in fome Inſtances, how 


Ma Ze. - 


1 Sam, 2. 298% 


Numb. 20,7 
12, 123, 


P[al. 106. 3r;! 


138) 


"Magiſtrates may be liable to this Imputtation. And firſt, 


ſuch Magiſtrates as can take ſuch So/emn Oaths, and accept 
of ſuch Truſts, without any ſerious Intention to difcharge 
them, who, tho' they are not vicious themſelves, can ob- 
ſerve, without any concern, the Breaches of God's Laws ; 


nay, in the courſe of many Years do not exerciſe -their 


Authority, by any one ſingle aq, for the Punifſhing and 
Suppreſſing of the horrid Indignities that are daringly and 
almoſt in all Places offered to the Great God of Heaven 
and Earth, at the ſame time that they are "ay ſenſible 
of, and do highly reſent any Afﬀronts that are offered their - 
Prince, and even their own Perſons : Or thoſe that are fo 
wonderfully gentle and flexible, fo over-run with Pity, that 
they can diſcharge Impious and Debauched Wretches upon 
any common Pretences, their Cries or Complaints, or the 
{candalous Interceſſions of their powerful Advocates, tho' 
frequently brought before them, and often with great difficulty 
by faithful Officers, or zealous Informers. As.the inflicting 
of Puniſhment on ſuch Offenders is what Magittrates are 


 {trialy obliged to, and is moreover what a juſt Compaſſion 


+ * Sicut eſt 

{ miſericordia 
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{ Crudelitag 

} parcens. 


to Criminals and the Community do loudly call for : So, on 
the contrary, this Gentlenefs to them, which I have deſcribed, 
is a great Injuſtice, and may, I think, be reckoned among thofe 
Mercies that So/omon tells us are cruel. * It muſt at firſt 
naming appear to thinking Men a fooliſh and criminal Pity, a 
great Cruelty to the Offenders themſelves, and the Com- 
munity. To the Offenders themſelves, who by being ſuffered 
to paſs unpunithed in their wicked Courles, generally go 
on, frequently grow obſtinate in them, and often bring on 
themſelves, with the juſt Permiſſion, or by the Judgment 
of God, far greater Sufferings in this World than the legal 
Puniſhment of them would have amounted to; rhe Ruine 
of their Eſtates, Famihes, Health, a ſudden or a ſcandalous 
Death by publick Juſtice, and without Repentance, Everlaſt- 
ing DeſtruRion in the World ro come; all which the timely 

and 
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and wholeſome Puniſhmenr of them by the Magiſtrate might 
have been a means of preventing. * But this Gentleneſs is a 
Cruelty and great Injuſtice to the Community ; for hereby 
publick Juſtice is obſtructed and triumph'd over, Mazi/tracy 
1s deſpiſed, the, * Government it (elf is diſparaged and weakned, 
Nationa} Guilt, .which calls for National Puniſhment, is con- 
tracted, thoſe that are either already aQually vicious, or 
that have vicious Inclinations, are encouraged to continue 
or to engage in ill Courſes, which the Body of the People 
groan under. the fad Effects .of, by the continual Suffer- 
ings of one kind or other that are by this means brought 
upon them : And thus other Mens Sins ſeem to be made, 
in ſome ſenſe, the Sins of Magiſtrates, according: to that 
known Saying, 'That he that permits Offences to be 
committed, which. he hath Power and Opportunity to 
prevent, doth in fome fort command them to be done ; or 
in- Scripture Phraſe, Magiſtrates . hereby ſeem to be Par- 
takers in others Sins, Out. of a ſenſe whereof, a former 


Prince of this Nation is reported to have- faid, upon ' his 


hearing thar a Perfon whom he had pardoned for ' one 
Murther, ( againſt the expreſs Word of God ) had com- 
mitted anorher, That he himſelf Murthered the' ſecond Perſon, 
by Pardening the Offender for his firſt Offence. Such Magiſtrates 
then as theſe- are plainly acceſſory to the Debauchery of 
the Nation ; as, in the next place, thoſe muſt be thought 
to have been, it there hath been any fuch who have been 
ſo far from applying themſelves, as their Oaths oblige them, 


to the Execution of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, 


that they have uſed rheir Skill and Diligence to diſcourage 


and hincer rhoſe of thetrr own Body in doing their Duty, - 


who have had rhe Honeſty and Zeal to ditcharge it, by 
making it troubleſome and difhcult to chem, by muſtering up, 
upon Occation, fallacious Arguments, even the common Ex- 
cuſes of Criminals againſt their Proſecution and Puniſhment, 


. As for Inſtance; If. they ſhouid have urged- againſt" the 


Puniſhing _ 
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Puniſhing of Men for Swearing and Curjing, that is too 
ſevere to make Men Examples for Words, which, tho' they 
ſhould not be uſed, may fall from them unawares, without 
an ill Intention, and without Injury, no Man being ſuppoſed 
to be the worſe for another Man's Prophanely; wiſhing him 
Damnation ; andif Men are accuſtomed to fuch Language, 
or likewiſe to Drunkenneſs or Lewdnefs, 'tis difficult to break 
Habits, eſpecially of ſuch Vices ro which we have Temprarions 
from our corrupt Nature ; and therefore to puniſh Gentlemen 


for theſe Offences ſeems to be ull Breeding, as well as Severity, 


and to tend moreover to the deſtroying of Converſation, and 
to the making of Life an inſipid thing ; and to execute the 
Laws againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs upon Men of an inferior 
Rank, 1s to diſable them to pay Taxes, for the Support of the 
Government, the Reſtraining more eſpecially of ſome of them 
from frequentiog of Ale-Fouſes and Taverns on the Lord's- 
Day, and others of them from the Permitting of 7iplizg in 
choſe Houſes, is the dire way to leſſen His Majeſty's Revenue 
ariſing by Exciſe, &c. If ſuch Arguments as theſe ſhould 
have been made uſe of by Magiſtrates in this, or in the for- 
mer Reigns, to obſtruct che Suppreſſion of theſe Enormiries, 


it will be readily confeſſed by Men of any virtuous Princi- ' 


ples, that ſuch Men plainly fall under the Charge of being 
a great Cauſe of the Debauchery of the Nation. But having 
been led beſides my Intention to name theſe fallacious and ſcan- 
dalous Arguments, and particularly rhe laſt and moſt ſpecious 
of them that concerns the Excife, I ask leave of my Reader, 
teſt we ſhould have any ſuch unhappy Men among us as 
ſhould be fo over-run with Concern tor the Supplies of the 
Government as to have little or no Concern tor their Duty 
to their God, or Regard to his Providence over-ruling King- 
doms, and ſhould not theretore be ſenfible of cither the Im- 
piery or Abſurdirty of theſe Arguments, to put ſuch in mind, 
that if the poorer ſort of Men are allowed to ſpend all 
or a great part of their Money in 7averns and a 4 

| they 
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they will not be 1n a very good Condition to maintain their 
Families, or to pay Taxes, which ſuch Men are, upon this 
Occaſion, I doubt, chiefly concerned about ; or thar if Men 
of a Superiour Rank have Money enough to maintain their 


\Families, and diſcharge their other Obligations, and to ſpare, 


and they have no better Inclinations'than to carry ir to thoſe 
Houſes, they have time enough. to ſpend .it.in them on the 
other fix days of the Week, without invading upon the 
Lord's-Day, to the Negle& of their Duty to their Families, 
and the maniteſt danger of the Ruine of their own Souls ; 
or that, laſtly, it a conſiderable: number of ſuch Houſes, 
many -of which are Stews or Receptacles for High-way- 
Men, Coiners, and Pick-Pockets, were ſuppreſſed, as they 
ought to be by Law, we ſhould therein. at agreeably to 
the common Reaſon of Mankind, as well as to the Wil- 
dom of our / Anceſtors, who, from a ſenſe of the great 
Miſchief that is done the Publick, by ſuffering an un- 


neceſlary number of Pud/ick Houſes, the true and reaſon» 


able Defign and Uſes whereof are, as is obſerved in the 
Preamble of one of our Statutes, ior the Entertainment 
of Travellers, aad for the Convenience of Day-Labourers, 
and poorer Perfons, and not for a Refuge for idle and 
vicious People, thought it neceſſary to diſcourage the En- 
creaſe, and to reſtrain the excetſive Number 'of them by the 
Laws made for this purpoſe ; if this, I fay, was now done, 
there would be enough left as might be ſufficient not only to 
anſwer the reaſonable Ules of them, but to ruine, as 'tis not, 
I think, ro be doubted they actually do, many more Families 
than are ſupported by them, and the Perſons that keep 
ſuch diſorderly Houles, as they might be much more honeſtly 
employed, ſo more uſefully to the Publick, in ſome other 
way of Living than in this Employment, which feems, 
above molt others, deſtructive. to it. From a Conſideration 
whereof we may ſuppoſe it. was. that our late Gracious 
Queen, in the Abſence of the King, did fignifie by. rhe 
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Right Honourable the Lord Chancellour of Erg/and, to the 
Tultices of Middleſex, whom his Lordſhip ordered to wait 
on him upon this Occaſion, (as by their printed Order raade 
in purſuance of it may appear) That it was Her Majeſty's 
Pleaſure that they ſhould uſe their utmoſt Diligence to pre- 
vent the Frequenting of Ale-ZZouſes and Taverns on the 
Lord's-Day, as well out of time of Divine Service as in, by 
putting the Laws made _ Tipling in thoſe Houſes in 
ſtrict Execution, as His Majeſty by His Proclamation hath 


ſince done, But ſuch Objections as theſe have o little ap-- 


pearance of common tenſe, and lefs of a good meaning; in 
them, that they do not deferve a more particular Contu- 
ration ; and as they ſerve as well for the not Punithing Pere 
gary, Bribery, Gc. fo they would be with much more De- 


cency oftered, and one would hope ſooner to hear of rhem- 


urged, under a Heathen Government, than in a- Proteſtant 


Country, and eſpecially under the Reign of a Prince that 


hath dechred that he defires his Government ſhould be 
ſupported by the Virtues, and not the Vices of his. People. 


If therefore ſuch Arguments as theſe {hould be uſed in this 


Reign, eſpecially by Magiſtrates, What an Indignity would 
thereby be "offered to the King, and to the Nation? His 
Majeſty hath not gone through ſo many Years Fatigues, 
and expoſed himſelf to ſo many Perſonal Dangers by Land 
and Sea, and the Nation hath not loſt ſo much Blood, and 
ſpent fo many Millions for the {ecuring of our Liberties, 
and the obtaining a Peace with our Neighbours, that bad 
Men may have the Liberty to Blafpheme the God of Hea- 
ven, and by their crying Sins to provoke Him to deſtroy 
us, to fling Contempt upon Religion, and infult over 
our Laws, and to ruine us as well as themſelves, under 
the falſe and ſcandaious Pretenccs that we ſhall be, by their 
Impunity, the better enabled to pay oft the Debt that is 
upon the Nation; that His Majeſty's Revenue will be 
encrealed by the Encreaſe of Drunkenneſs, Prophanation of 

the 
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the Lord's-Day, &c. If we ſhould have any Magiſtrates 
who ſhould thus wildly argue, ro hinder the Profecution 
of ſuch Offenders, and if this Frenzy ſhould thereby pre- 
vail, What an infatuated Nation muſt we be thought to 
be 2 But ſuppoſing that we are not in danger of Mag7- 
ſtrates, eſpecially in rhis Reign, that ſhall thus abuſe their 
Authority ro the vileſt Purpoſes, by making it a Covert 
for acting the baſeſt things, what ſhall we think, in the 
next place, of ſuch Magi/trates, if we ſhould have any of 
them, who, wheh their Comm#ſfon tells them that they are 
to keep the Laws, as well as canſe them to be kept, ſhould 
frequently and openly break them, by whoſe bad Examples -- 
Moultitudes may be led into vicious Courſes, or confirmed 
in them, and by it and their Unfaithfulneſs in their 
Office, ( which I take to be generally a Conſequence of the 
other) a Nation may be drawn into Ruine, inſtead of bein 
reformed by them> May not fuch Magiſtrates be juſtly 
charged with being a great Caufe of the Debanchery of 
the Nation? And what a load of Guilt muſt thereby lie 
upon them? Unhappy Men, that when they have ſo many 
Sins of their own, they will by this means contra&t fo terri- 
ble an Addition to them. Hiſtory tells us of more than one 
Cnfaithful Magiflrate who have been flea'd, and whoſe Skins 
have ſerv'd to cover the Bench or Place where they fate : 
But what is this Puniſhment to that which an T/nfaithful 
Magiſtrate hath reaſon to fear in the next World, tho' he 
meets with none in this > Suppoſing then from His Ma- 
jeſty's Proclamation, and the Addreſs of the late Houſe of Com- 
mons, that there may have been, within our Memory, ſome 
ſuch Magiſtrates as theſe, does it not behove ſuch un- 
happy Souls ſpeedily to lay to heart the dreadful Sin of their 
having been Promoters of. the Devil's Kingdom, and of pub- 
lick Ruine > And I need not ſurely tell them, that 'tis not 
enough for them to be fenſtble of rheir Guilt and on. a 

Ir 


to be ſorry for the great Miſchief they have done the 
G 2 Country, 
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Country, without heartily endeavouring to retrieve it by ' 


their future Diligence and contrary Behaviour. The Nature 
of diſtributive Juſtice, which their Office acquaints them 
with, requires a Man to repair the Injuries he has done to 
any. This is 1o ſtated a Rule among Divines, in the va- 
rious kinds of known and wiitul Injuries we may do to the 
Souls and Bodies, Eſtates and. Reputation of our Neigh- 
bours, and is ſo generally acknowledged, that T ſhall nor 
labour to prove it. If then *tis allow'd, that all forts of 
wilful Injuries that we do our Neighbours, without Repen- 
tance for them, expoſe us to the Juſtice of God, and that 
our Repentance is not in ordinary Caſes reckoned found 
and compleat, unleſs we endeavour, when it 1s in our 
power, to repair the Injuries we have done. Can ſuch 
Men be imagined fo blindly partial to rhemſclves, as not ro 
think, where they have publickly diſhonoured” God, have 
drawn, by their wicked Example, Numbers of Men into 
Sin, or confirmed 'em in it, have made uſe of their Autho- 
rity to patronize Vice, (and perhaps to diſcredit and oppoſe 
paſt Endeavours of Reformation )in Contempt of their Oaths 
and Truſts, and have thereby done ſo much Injury to a King- 
dom, that they are not obliged, for the removing the load 
of Guilt that is upon them, the obtaining Forgiveneſs 
from Ged, a welk-grounded Peace in their own Minds, and 
Eſteem from Men, ſincerely to endeavour to repair the 
Injuries they have done Religzon, their Neighbour, or their 
Country, by their future Care and Diligence? and till they 
do give the World ſome proof of this, they will not take 
it amiſs if we do not think, that their late Repreſenta- 
tives in ' Parliament have put them under roo heavy a 
Charge; and if we fay that this is ſo very Great, rhat 
tho' we are ſure that the Qhriſtian Religion is the beſt 
Religion in the World, yet it fo much. condemns ſuch 
Practices, that ſuch as are guilty of them are a diſhonour 
co their Proteſtion, that we do not reckon honeſt /Zeathens 
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the worſt ſort of Men, or rather, that- there are few, it. 


any, worſe than corrupt and unfaithful Magiſtrates. And 
therefore, merhinks, tho' ſuch Magiſtrates were deaf to all 
Counſel, were ſo given over to a Spirit of Slumber, that no 
Motives that have been oftered them from Religion ' will 
make any ſuch Impreſſion upon them, as to awaken them 
to a ſenſe of their Sin and Danger, if. they have yet any 
thing of the Modeſty of Men remaining, Shame inight oblige 
them to a better Behaviour; that they ſhould not be able 
to look a Man in the Face that hath a Love to God and 
his Countrey ; but more eſpecially, that rhey ſhould be in 
the greateſt Contuſion to hear in the Church, if they 
ſhould come there, the King's Proclamation Four times in 
the Year, charging them with being rhe great Cauſe of 
tire Increaſe of Prophaneneſs and Yice in the Nation. It 
hath been generally thought an Indication of a good and 
generous Mind to deſire an honeſt Reputation among Men ; 
and, on the contrary, a ſign of a baſe Soul wholly to deſpiſe 
it; on which Conſideration 89/0» might well preſume in 
the Laws he gave the Athenians, That he that hath no Value 
for his Reputation, will have little or no Regard to the publick 
Iatereſt; tor how car: it be reaſonably imagined, that he 
ſhould have a tender ſenſe of the Honour or Intereſt of 
his Country, who hath no ſenſe of his own Honour and 
greatelt Intereſt, but that he will ſacrifice them upon 
Occaſion > Indeed, he that hath neither regard to Con- 
{cience, nor ſenſe of Shame, ſeems not only in- great danger 
of not being reduced to Virtue by any common Merhods, 
but to be loſt to almoſt all good purpoſes, to be unfit 
for common Intercourſes with Men, but much more unfit 
ro be honoured and entruſted with the Care of the Ex- 
ccution and Maintenance of the Laws, wherein the Reli- 
gion, the * Honour and Proſperity of the Nation 1s ſo highly 
concernecl :. And therefore I ſubmit it to the Judgment of 
thoſe who are more eſpecially.concerned to: conitder of theſe 
101- 
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. Important Matters, whether it is not highly to be wiſhed, 
that effeftual Care may be taken for the preventing the fatal 
Conſequences of fuch Mens obtaining, in any future Reign, 
Commiſſions of this kind, particularly by diſabling any 
to hold them after rhey arc convicted a certain number 
of times of the Violations of the Laws which they are 

_ entruſted to execute. For if we enquire into the Rea- 
ſons of the Happineſs of moſt, it not all of thoſe Nations, 
who have arrived at the greateſt pitch of Glory and Pro- 

"FRM ſperity, we ſhall, I believe, have a general Conſent, That the 
voteſt Magi- Diligence and Faithfulneſs of Magiſtrates have been one of 
 firatumlegem the greateſt Cauſes of it, unqueſtionably far more inſtru- 
1 _ 199% mental therein than- good Laws, * which, we know, are 
| antemmatum but dead Letters without the Magiſtrates Execution of them. 
eſſe Magiftra- And therefore P/ato, in his Common-Wealth, more apply'd 
———Flbor- 4 himſelf to the Forming of Magiſtrates than Laws. And 
tur opus eft, accordingly 'twas wiſely obſerved by Cicero, That if Ma- 
fine quorum 7;/trates keep the Laws themſelves they had little more to 
| map = wiſh for. And by the Famous Athenian Law-giver, That 

vitas non po- Magi/trates ought to Obey the Laws, as well as the People 
—_—_ Ci. the Magiſtrates, that a Government may be laſting. Indeed 

(= of we cannot eaſily conceive how any Nation can be long 
omoes vel op- happy without good Magiſtrates: So that 'tis with 
nem og great Reaſon that our Church directs both them and us to 
Magiltratibus pray, That aZ that are put in Authority may truly and in- 
Mapiſtrn _ differently miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 
 autem nes and Vice, and to the Maintenance of God's true Religion and 
| wel abſque le- Y/zrtue ; and that we eſteem thoſe that thus diſcharge their 
oe eriptis Duty as great Bleſſings to their Country, and praiſe God 
| leges, merits for them; and, on the contrary, that we think that thoſe un- 
— Taro non _in_ happy Men, who under the Obligation of Oaths and Trufts 
-——_y ſed for. havenegletted or oppoſed - Execution of the Laws for the 
' mandis Magi- Puniſhment of Wickedneſs\and Vice, and maintenance of 


-3 xd Religion, do deſervedly lietinder the dreadful Imputation of 


 elaboravit, having been a great Cauſe of the Prophaneneſs and Debauchery of 


the 
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the Nation, and the fatal Enemies of it, ſince we may look 
on that Nation, whether it be our own, or any other, to be 


in 2 very languiſhing Condition, and in manifeſt danger of 


Ruine, where the Magiſtrates, and the Generality of Men 
of greater Ranks, who have, by their being placed in higher 
Stations, as Stars in higher Orbs, ſo many Advantages to 
condudt the lower Ranks of Men by the ſhining Examples 
of virtuous Lives, to ſupport the Reputation and Intereſt 
of Virtue, do, by the Abuſe of their Authority, or by their 
vicious Behaviour, ſcatter a peſtilential Infetion where-ever 
they come, baſely make,uſe of the Advantages they nave 
above others to the Diitbnour of God, by whoſe Permiſſion 
they enjoy them; inſtead of being Patrons of- Religion, * help 
to debauch thoſe about them, and ruine their Country. 


* Nam licet 
videre, f velis 
replicare me- 
mortam tem- 


porumz, qua= 


lefcungz-ſurnmi Civitatis fuerint, talem Civitatem fuifſe. Idqz haud paulo eft verius quam quod 
Platoni noſtro placet, qui Muficorum cantibus ait mutatis, mutari Civitatum ftatus, ego autem 


Nobilium vita, victuq; mutato, mores mutari Civitatum puto, Cic. de Lez: p. 336. 


Tiferior Officers are likewiſe obliged by their Oaths, as 
well as by the Deſign of their Offices, to be diligent in 
bringing Offenders to Puniſhment ; and therefore they are 
highly criminal if they are negligent therein. The Con- 
ſtable's Oath tells hum, That he 1s to uſe his Endeavuoar that 
Nieht-walkers be apprehended. To ſee that the Statutes made 


for puniſhing Vagabonds, and ſuch idle Perſons, coming within 


his Bounds and Limits, be duly put in Execution. To have a 
watchful Eye to fuch Perſons as ſhall maintain or keep any Com- 
mon Flonuſe or Place where any unlawful Game is or hal! be 


uſed; as alſo, to ſuch as ſhall frequent or uſe ſuch Places, or ſhall 


uſe or exerciſe any unlawful Games there or elſewhere, contrary 
to the Statutes. To preſent at the Aſſizes, Seſſions of the Peace, 
or Leet, all and every the Offences done contrary to the. Sta- 
tutes made to reſtrain the inordinate haunting and tipling in Inns, 
Ale-houſes, and other Viſtualling-houſes, and for Repreſſing of 
Drunkenneſs ; and that he is well and duly, according to his 
Knowledge, Power, and Ability, to do and execute all other 
things belonging to a Conſtable's Office. Who- 


Dalt.p.18.C.5, 
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Whoever therefore they be that undertake this Office, 
2nd wink at Offenders, or do not endeavour to bring them 
to Puniſhment, would do well to conſider how they can be 
acquitted from Perjury ; but how much clearer is their 
Fault, if they negle&t or retuſe to ſerve thoſe Warrants 
which are brought to them againſt Swearers, Drunkards, 
Lewd Perſons, and Prophaners of the Lord's-Day; or to levy 
the ſeveral Forfeitures for thoſe Offences? as too many 
Conſtables, Feadboroughs, Overſeers and Church-Wardens have 
done, which the Commilliion of a Juſtice of the Peace 
tells him he is ro inquire after. Their Guilt is of the 
ſame Nature with that of a Ju/tice, who diſcourages 
Informations, and refuſes to fign Warrants againſt ſuch 
Offenders, whereby, beſides all other Aggravations of their 
Sin, they hinder the Poor of that Relief which the Law 
gives them out of the Penalties upon thoſe Statutes, 
which in ſome Caſes may happen to be the depriving 
them of rheir Lives, * and ought to be a dreadful Conſide- 
ration to thoſe that have the Guilt of it upon them ; the 
Poor having as good and undoubted a Right to theſe For- 
feirures, veſted in them by Law, as any Man hath to his 
own Eſtate. I have faid fo much of the Con/table's Duty, 
that there is the leſs need of my adding much of the Church- 
Warden's, Sideſman's, and other Inferior Ofjcers Obligations 
in this reſpe&t, which fall in with that of the Conſtable's. 

The Church-Warden's and Sideſman's Oath does not run 
in the fame terms in all Dioceſfes, though his Office is, I 
ſuppoſe, much the ſame in molt, it nor all. The Tenor of 
the Church-Warden's and $ideſman's Oath in the Dioceſs of 
London, is as follows: 

Tou ſhall Swear truly and faithfully to execute the Office 
of a Church-Warden within your Pariſh, and according to the 
beft of your Skill and Knowledge preſent ſuch Things and Per- 


ſons as you know to be preſentable by the Laws FEcclehaſtical 
of the Realm, 


And 
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And one of the Articles of Enquiry exhibited - to the Mz- 
wiſters, Church-Wardens, and Sideſmen of every Pariſh, runs 
thus: Are any of your Pariſh known or ſuſpeted to be guilty of 
Inceſt, Adultery, Fornication, or any other Enormous Crimes 2? 
Do any prophane the Lord's-Day, or any other great Holy-day, 
or the Name of GOD? And it the Church-Wardens and 
Sideſmen neglect to preſent, the Miniſters are told, That they 
may, and ought to preſent, as they have the higheft Obligations 
to ſuppreſs Iniquity. 

From hence 'tis plain, That the Power of Inferior Ofh- 
cers, as well as that of Magiſtrates, is great, and would 
have a very remarkable Effect for the Suppreſling of pub- 
lick Diſorders if it was generally uſed, and might ( with 
God's Bleſſing ) go very far towards a National Reforma- 
tion, with the Aſliſtance of the Magiſtrate, it private Per- 
ſons would but do as becomes them, in giving Informations 
againſt Swearers, Drunkard's, Lewd Perſons, and Prophaners 
of the-Lord's-Day, to the Magiſtrate, which ſhall be my 
next Buſineſs to recommend to the Conſideration of all that 
have a Love to God, their Neighbour, or their Country. 

It hath been proved, That the Execution of Good Laws 
is requiſite, in our preſent Circumſtances, for the Suppreſs- 
ing of Vice, and the Effefting a Reformation of Manners ; 
bur Magiſtrates cannot put the Laws in Execution again{t 
Offenders without they have the Knowledge of the Offences : 
And they cannot be preſent at all Places to obſerve them, 
tho' they have either ſuch a Senſe of their Duty, or fo 
pious a Concern to do all the good they can in their 
Office, as frequently to take their Walks, to obſerve Dit- 
orders, as divers of the worthy Magiſtrates have here 
done, in the ſeveral Quarters of the County in which 
they live, and in embracing all Opportunities of uſing 
their Authority for the Suppreſſing them : And thole Often- 
ces that are deeds of Darkneſs, it may be hoped, for thc 
Honour cf our Magiflrates, are not now generally aad 
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knowingly committed before them. One would think that 


the Preſence of a Magiſtrate ſhould have fuch an Awe 
upon ill Men, that they ſhould never dare to tranſgreſs. 


- before him: That he ſhould reſent it as a high Afﬀront to 


Deut. 17, 2. 


Ver. 3. 
Ver. 4. 
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him, if a Perſon of the higheſt Rank ſhould ditcover fo bafe 
an Opinion of him, as to expect that he thould break his 
Oath, to ſuffer him, upon the Account of his Quality, ro 
go unpuniſhed for any Offence of this kind committed 
before him. It is certainly much ſo where Magiſtrates have 
a juſt Senſe of Honour, or are as Zealons and Faithful in 
the Diſcharge of their Office as they ought ; but- the leſs 
this may reaſonably be hoped irom all Magiſtrates at this 
day: There appears, I am ſure, the more reaſon, or rather 
neceſſity, for private Perſons applying themſelves to this 
Buſineſs of giving Informations to them of our reigning 
Sins, without which, it is not reaſonably to be expeRed that 
Offenders will be generally brought to Puniſhment, eſpe- 
cially in Cities and Corporations, where it may be preſumed, 
without Uncharitableneſs, that many are daily either” pub- 
lickly or privately breaking the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality. ; 

Thus then our giving of Informations of theſe Offences 
to the Magiſtrate ſeems abſolutely neceſſary in our pre- 
{ent Circumſtances, as we heartily deſire or expect the 
Suppreſiion of Prophaneneſs and Vice by Humane Laws. 
And I defire thoſe who would be intormed whether there 
is any Direction or Example for this Pra&tice from the 
Word of God, to conſider the following Texts of Scripture : 
If there be found among you within any of thy Gates which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, Man or Woman that hath wrought 
Wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord thy God, in tranſgreſſins 
his Cavenant, And he hath gone and ſerved other Gods, and 
worſhipped them, And it be told thee, and thou baFt heard of it, 
and enquired diligently, and behold it be true, and the thing 
certain, that ſuch Abomination is wrought in Iſrael : Then ſhalt 
thok 
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thou bring forth that Man, or that Woman, ( which hath com- 

mitted that Wicked thing ) unto thy Gates, even that Man or 

that Woman, and fhalt ſtone them with Stones till they die. 

And the Iſraelitifh Womans Son Blaſphemed the Name of the Lev. 24. in: 
Lord, and Curſed, and they brought him unto Moſes, And the ye. +. 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Bring forth him that hath yr, 14, 
Curſed without the Camp, and let all that heard him lay their 

Hand; upon his Head, and let all the Congregation ftone 

him, Now when theſe things were done, the Princes came to Ewa y. 1. 
me, ſaying, The People of Iſrael, and the Prieſts and the 
Levites, have not ſeparated themſelves from the People of 
the Lands doing according to their Abominations, &c. Ant 
if he neglett to hear them, tell it to the Charch. Nay, 
they would do well to conſider in how many Inſtances, 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenfation, thoſe who ſaw, or were 
acquainted with fuch Offences, were poſitively com- 
manded to be Witneſſes or JIntormers againſt the Perſons 
who committed them, tho' they were their neareſt Rela- | 
tions: Thus, 1f thy Brother, the Son of thy Mother, or thy pew. 1x; 6: 
Son, or thy Daughter, or the Wife of thy Boſom, or thy Friend 

which is as thine own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let 

us go and ſerve other Gods. Thou ſhalt not conſent unto him, ye. s. 

nor hearken unto him, neither ſhalt thine Eye pity him, neither 

ſhalt thou ſpare, neither ſhalt thou conceal him. But thou ſhalt 1.. g. 
ſurely kill him ; thine Fland ſhall be firf? upon him to put him 

to Death, and afterwurds the Fland of all the People. And Ver. in. 
all Iſrael ſhall hear, and fear, and ſha!l do no more any ſuch 
Wickedneſs as this is among you. Now tho' this Method 

of giving Informations to the Magiſtrate againſt prophane 

and vicious Perſons may appear to unthinking People to 

carry Severity in it, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that it 

may be lookt on as a comprehenſive Branch of Charity, 

and a Religious Office, when 'tis performed, as other good 

Acts ſhould be, with pure Intentions, upon proper Occaſions, 

and in a Chriſtian Temper. 
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it-is,-in the firſt place, a great Kindneſs to the \Poor:; 


the Money that is raiſed by Convictions upon theſe Sta- 


tutes againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice being by Law given to 
them, whereby they have in Fact had, for ſeveral Years paſt, 
in London and Weſtminſter, 2 conſiderable Supply, in the 
times of their great Diſtreſs; and the Burthen of the Pro- 
vition for them, that hath lain ſo heavy on Pariſhes, has 
been eaſed: So that this Office, it there was no other 
Reaſon for it, one would think ſhould. be agreeable to Men 
of Charity, to thoſe eſpecially whoſe Circumſtances will 
not permit them to give ſuch Aſſiſtance to the Poor as they 
could otherwiſe wiſh ; the Good of our poor- Neighbour 
being hereby promoted by the fame Ad that prevents God's 
Diſhonour. But theſe Informations againſt Offenders will, I 
conceive, be found, upon an impartial Enquiry; to be a real 
AQ of Charity, even towards the Perſons offending, and to 
the Publick, as well as to thoſe who'.are relieved by the 
Penaltics levied upon then, *Fis univerſally acknowledged, 
that we are not only to apply. our ſelves to the working 
out our own Salvation, but that we are to. be. concern'd 
tor the Salvation. of , one anothers Souls, and: to. endeavour 
to further it, according to our Advantages and Opportur 
nitics ; and that this Care is an Expreſſion of great Charity 
to our Neighbour, and Iighly acceptable to Almighty God. 
For we are told, That he which converteth a Sinner from the 
Errour of his may, ſhall ſave a Soul from. Death, and ſhall 
hide a multitude of | Sins; and that they that turn many to 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as. the Stars for ever and ever, 


Prayer, Admonition, Reproof, and good Example, are all 


proper. means for this. end, and often inculcated in the Word 
of God ; but when there. 1s little hopes of our Neighbour's 
Amendment by the uſe of ſuch means, as. I conceive there 
often is, where the Offender is ſo impudent and hardned, that 
he deſpiſes Counſel and. Reproof, or it makes no fort of 
good Impreſſion upon. him, but. he rather. takes an Warp: 
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ſion to. commit the more Sin, by falling into Paſſion; or other 


Unchriſtian Irregularities, and he bids: defiance to all other 
means, as he too often. does; when he is fo far trom being 
aſhamed of his Wickedneſs, that- he values himſelf upon ir, 
and makes a. Mock at Sin, as Solomon tells us Fools do: 
that.he calls upon his Maker. to damn him, or he otherwike 
glories .in .his Shame: And- our Saviour's Direction takes 
place, of not caſting of Pearls before Swine : And we have, 
laſtly, little or no rea{on to expect” any help or redreſs in 
this caſe from the Eccleſiaſtical Power, by ?elling hu Offences 
to the Church : Is it not an At of Charity to try what the 
bringing the Offender to a legal Correction will do towards 
the- Recovering the poor Captive our of the Snare of the 
Devil, and bringing him to a right mind? And does nor 
the negleCt: of doing. this, the ſuffering him to go on in 
his wicked - Courſes, to the manifeſt danger of the Ruine of 
his Temporal and Eternal Intereſt, rather than the* bringing 
him to wholſome Puniſhment, ſeem rather. an Argument of 
fooliſh Pity, than of Love; of a cruel and treacherous 
Fondnels, than real Kindneſs 2 We. do not think it an ex- 
preſſion of Kindneſs to our deareſt Relations, that are lying 
under dangerous. Niſtempers, to chule rather -to ſee them 
quietly die, than to uſe Medicines that will give them more 
Pain and Diſturbance, but are. proper for the Recovering 
them. And it is not the leſs Kindneſs: to them be- 
cauſe in_ their deſperate- and. delirous Fits they: have not 
2 Sence. of the Good we intend them by it, but refuſe 
the Remedy, and perhaps fly. in the Face of the Phyſician; 
nay, when Inciſfions are necetiary, when a Member is to be 
cut off to prevent a Gangreen, we tie them down, and their 
Crics and Reproaches of hardſhip and ill uſage, tho' they are 
in their Senſes, do not lunder the Operation. . And have 


we not ſo much Compaſſion” tor thoſe miſerable Creatures - 
who have little or no truc Compallion for themſelves, that-lic 


uader the Lethargy of .Sin, whereby their Souls are in-1o 
great 
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- great and evident" danger of being for ever loſt, to endea- 


vour, by the Magiſtrates Puniſhment of them, to ſcarifie 


and awaken them out of their deadly Sleep, to a Senſe of 


their dangerous Condition ? and the Conſideration of it, 
which may have its beginning in the Fear of the Lay, 
that they are driven to by the Shame and Puniſhment that 
is thereby brought upon them, may be a Means of work- 
ing the happieſt Effes, may end in their heartily em- 
bracing wholeſome Counſel. And will not they then 
think, that they that brought them to legal Correftion 
did them a Kindneſs, how grievous ſoever it was to them 
when it was upon them; and that it was happy for 
them that they met with that Puniſhment that led them 

to Wiſdom 2 and when this Method for the good of our 
Neighbour's Soul fails, we may, as after the uſe of other 
proper means for the Cure of his Body, tho' without 
Efte&, reafonably give our ſelves fome fatisfaftion upon 
this Conſideration alone: But, in the next place, this 
Practice 15 however a high Service to the Community ; 
for Religion being every Man's great Intereſt, every one's 
Work or Duty, * the Community, according to the Senſe of 
the Civil Law, is injured by the Contempt that is. flung 
upon it, by the open Afﬀronts and Violations of it, whic 

every Man, as in a common Cauſe, 1s therefore concerned 
to prevent. - Now the Exemplary Puniſhment of open Offen- 
ders is the proper way ( as Reaſon and Experience may 
convince us ) to repreſs publick Vice and Prophanenefs, to 
keep the Generality from it, and to prevent God's Diſhonour. 
It is, I conceive, one way moreover to keep us from being Par- 
takers in other Mens Sins, and to take away National Guilt; 
for a Nation is then ſuppoſed to contra&t publick Guilt when 
Wickednels is publick and infolent, when the Supream, or 
Subordinate Magiſtrates and Miniſters do, by their own ill 
Examples, and by their not Exerciſing their Power or Autho- 
rity, countenance and confirm Men-in it, and the Body of the 


People 


$ 
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People have no concern for the Su of it: But a Nation 
is not thought to draw _upon it that publick Guilt which 
calls tor National Puniſhment by the private: Sins of par- 
ticular Perſons, which could not be prevented by either the 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, or the Peoples Care and Endeavours ; 
- much of which ſeem to be intimated tous, as from other Texts 
of Scripture, fo particularly from theſe following : The hands of Dewr. 17. 7. 
the WitneſSes ſhall be firit upon him-to put him to Death, and 
afterward the bands of all the People, So thou ſhalt put the Evil 
away from among, you, And all the People ſhall hear, and fear, Ver. 13. 
aud do no more preſumptuouſly. Then ſhall his Father and his Deu. 21, 19. 
Mother lay hold on hin, and briny him unto the Elders of his 
City, and unto the Gate of his Place : And they ſhall ſay unto the Ver. 20. | 
Elders of his City, This our Son is ſtubborn and rebellious, he C 
will not obey our Voice; he is a Glutton and a Drunkard. And Ver. 1. | 
all the Men of his City ſhall ſtone him with Stones that he die : 
So ſhalt thow put Evilvaway from among, you, and all Iſrael 
ſhall hear, and fear. Where we may obſerve, that for the 
ſuppreſſing of Sin, and the preventing of publick Guile, 
even Parents-were commanded to bring their own Children, 
to be- puniſhed with Death, if after they were corre&ed 
by. them for Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, &c. they were not 
amended by it, 
If then the Puniſhment of Offenders, by the Execution 
of the-Laws againſt Debauchery and Prophanenels, is ne- 
ce/lary to the Supprefſing of Vice, and thoſe Laws will not 
\ be-generally Exccuted unleſs Perſons acquaint Magiſtrates 
with the Breaches of them; it thoſe that do fo exerciſe 
Charity to the Souls of the Offenders, take a proper 
Courſe thereby to avoid a Participation in their Guilr, to 
make a Proviſion for the Wants of the Poor, to promote 
a general Reformation of Manners, . to remove- National 
Guilt, and prevent God's Judgments falling upon the Body of 
a People, can any wiſe and good Men, that duly conſider theſe 
things, conclude, that they that zealouſly, and: upon»proper 
CCa- 
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Occaſions, give Informations tothe Magiſtrates of the crying 
Enormities of this Kingdom, do that which is not agreeable 
' to their Profeſſion, as becomes Chriſtians, of! as good Mem- 
bers of the Community ? nay, that conſidering our preſent 
Circumſtances, there is ſo. little probability that a general 
Reformation of Manners” will be carried -on without it, 
Whether they are not almoſt, if not altogether as neceſfar 

for this purpoſe as our Statute-Book, ] was like to have faid, 
as even our Magiſtracy > And then, laſtly, can any wiſe 
and unprejudiced Men think, that ſuch ſerviceable Perſons 
as theſe, that ofren expoſe themſelves to Inconveniencies 
in diſcharging this Office for Conſcience-fake, which may 
be perhaps the moſt difficulr and invidious, and there- 
fore a highly honourable part in this arduous Work of 
Reformation, do not deſerve great ReſpeQt, and good 
Words at leaſt from thoſe, who, tho' they have juſt thoughts 
of the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of it, have not Zeal - 
enough themſelves to diſcharge it? and the good Words 
that are given them, and the Reſpect that is paid them 
upon this account, may, in many Caſes, be a means of fur- 
thering this Work, which are ſuch cheap and fafe things, 
that, 'tis to be hoped, they will not be thought too much 
to be afforded by the moſt faint-hearted Chriſtian that is 
willing to contribute any Endeavours towards it ; which, it 
may be expected, thoſe that-deſerve the Name of Chriſtians 
will. For tho' thoſe brave Men are thus willing to expoſe 
themſelves, often to Reproach and Hardſhips from bad Men, 
for ſuch noble purpoſes, it will, 1 think, notwithſtanding, 
conſidering the Infirmities of Humane Nature, and the 
Wickedneſs of this Nation; be our Prudence and Religion 
to endeavour, by all proper Methods, to prevent their 
being put too much upon the Tryal of Sufferings from 
profligate Men, which, 'tis ſelf-evident, our parti-ular 
countenance of them, and ſpeaking well of their ARtions 
upon all duc Occaſions, will ' eftetually do, Our Laws 
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ſuppoſe ſuch Men thus highly uſeful, as clear Reafon tells us 
they are, for the Promotion of Virtue, and indeed for the 
Preſervation , of any Government. Her late Majeſty of 
Glorious Memory, in purſuance of Her great Deſign of 
Reforming the Nation, did therefore in Her Gracious 
Letter to the Juſtices of Middleſex, Command them to give 
Encouragement to thoſe Perſons that ſhould bring them Infor- 
mations of theſe Offences; and the Juſtices of Middleſex, 
the Magiſtrates of Loxdoy, and of divers other Cities of 
the Kingdom, from a ſente' of the. great Service that is 
done the Publick by tuch Perſons giving Informations, 
or rather, as may be ſuppoſed, from the ablolute Ne- 
ceflity of it, do 1n their Printed Orders invite thote that 
are Well-withers to their Countrey, to bring them Infor-" 
mations of the Breaches of the Laws oxind Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality, and tell them *tis their Duty to do it, and 
promiſe to give them Encouragement. And now, laſtly, 
His Majeſty by His Proclamation does command all Fudzes, 
Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and all other Officers 
and Miniſters, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and all his Subjefts, 
whom it may concern, to be very (tilant and Striff the 
Dilcovezy, a» the effeitual Pzoſecution a»d Punilment 
»f all Perſons who ſhall be guilty of Exceſſive Drinking, Blaſphemy, 
Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Lewdneſs, Prophanation of the 
Lord's-Day, Sc. as they will anſwer it to Almighty God, and 
«pon pain of his higheft Diſpleaſare. So that thoſe who op- 
pole the giving of rformations in theſe Caſes, not only 
ſcem directly to flrike at the Foundation of our Conflt- 
rution, but do oppoſe Reformation, and confront rhe 
Government, which are Enormities that demand a due Re- 
ſentment from all that are concerned for the Honour of our 
Government, our Laws, or our Religion. And it any 
Magiſtrates ſhould diſcourage thoſe that bring them Intor- 
mations on this Occaſion. by giving them hard Words, 
making their Work as difficult to them as they can, by 
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wilfully forcing them to long and unneceſſary Attendance 
on them in this Buſineſs, or not ſheltring them from: the 
Inſults of obKinate Offenders, it any ſhould be fo infolent 
and daring as to offer them, 'tis, I think, evident, that 
they not only act therein contrary to their Duty, as Chri- 
ſtians, but 'to their Oaths and . Truſts, as Magiſtrates, 
and to their Pretenſions of Loyalty and Obedience to the 
Government, as Subjects. And now, 1s it poſſible to con- 
ceive that any Magiſtrates can deſire the Execution of 
thoſe Laws ; nay, that any that are not the greateſt Enc- 
mies to 1t, and are loſt to all ſenſe of true Honour as welf 
as Conſcience, ſhould, in deftance of all their Obligations, 
and in full Contradi&tion to their printed Orders with their 
Names to them, publickly fet up by their DireQion on 
Churches and other publick Places, not treat with Reſpe&, 
and give the greateſt Encouragement to thoſe excellent 
Perſons, particularly by making this Buſinefs as eaſie to 
them as they can, by proteCting them from any kind of 
Afﬀronts and Affaults from wicked Men, and giving them 
all poſſible diſpatch, who in ſuch a proftigate Age do, 
tor the preventing the Indignities that are offered to 
the Great God of Heaven and Earth, and the Ruine of 
their Country, bring them, gencrally with trouble, and 
fometimes with great difficulty, Informations of ſuch 
Offences > And, on the other hand, I do not ſec, generally 
ſpeaking, how thoſe that are convinced that the giving of 
Informations to Magiſtrates of theſe Offences is a Chriſtian 
Office, a likely and proper, if not a neceſfary means of 
Reformation of Manners, and yet wholly negle&t the doing 
it at a time when they ſee their Fellow-Chriſtians engaging 
{jucceſsfully in it, can in ordinary Caſes eaſily fatisfie them- 
ſelves that they have a duc Leal for God's Honour, or 
Charity to their Neighbours. Tis allowed, that this will be 
ſometimes done with fome Danger and Inconvenience, * but 
ſo much the more laudable 1s the doing of it. A brave 
Man 
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Man, who refuſes to live under the flaviſh Dominion of 
Cuſtom and Example, who frequently works againſt Wind 
and Tide, and ſteers in the Teeth of Danger, muſt ex- 
pect to be fometimes toſt and batter'd ; but Dangers and 
Difficulties do often invite, rather than diſcourage ſuch 
2 one from doing that which becomes him. Virtue could, 


I think, be hardly diſtinguiſhed from a kind of Senſua-. 


lity, if it were-gained without any Labour. Every mean 
Spul can do ſuch things as require no Reſolution or Cou- 
rage, that are not attended with any Trouble or Inconve- 
nience ; but tho there has never been fo general a Cor- 
ruption 1n any Age or Nation, as that there have not been 
ſome conſpicuous for -their Picty, yet the Number of thoſe 
wiſe and happy Perſons have, in moſt Ages of the World, 
been too few, who have preferred their Duty to all other 
Conſiderations. If 'tis not generally thought faſhionable 
to Inform, let it be conlider'd, whether 'tis faſhionable to 


be Religious. Don't Men uſually meet with the re- 
proachtul Names of Hypocrites, Fools, Enthuſiaſts, Phana- 


ticks, or formal and preciſe Perfons, who lead Chriſtian, or 
but modeſt and regular Lives > But thoſe Men that un- 
derſtand what Religion is do not ſurely think this a 
ſufficient Diſpenſation for them to be Libertines. They 
know that Eliſha and St. Pau! were called Mad- 
Men'; that Holy David was derided by the People ; 
that Chrif?, his Apeſtles, and the Chriſtians in the firſt 
Ages, were treated accordingly. Wife Men and Chriſtians 
are not ſo much afraid of 11] Names, as of wicked Actions : 
And our Judgment of Actions muſt nor be taken from the 
Opinions of Men, but from the Nature of them, otherwiſe 
the Notions of Good and Evil will be foon confounded. 
Thoſe Actions are diſhonourable rhat carry in their nature 
a Repugnancy to Reafon and Rehgion ; bur if thoſe Actions 
that directly rend to preſerve and ſlrengrthen Government, 
to promote Religion, and the good of Mankind, -be ho- 
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nourable, then- the giving of Informations upon theſe 
Occaſions, that are ſo much countenanced and encous 
raged by the Government and the Laws, are, I conceive, 
truly honourable, tho' corrupt Men judge otherwiſe ; * ſuch, 
for inſtance, who think it more honourable. to reſent an 
Afﬀront with the loſs of their own or their Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians Lives, and reckon, in ſhort, Temperance and Cha- 
ſtity, Meekneſs and Humility, Zeal for God, and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, contemptible Qualities, and fit for mean 
and baſe Souls. Let it be remembred, that Chriſtians are 
fo walk by Faith, and not by Sight; * by Precepts, and 
not by Examples ; that 'tis to the Great G O D of 
Heaven and Earth, Who judgeth Righteouſly, and with 
whom the Wiſdom. of this World is Fooliſhneſs, and not. 
to a ſinful” Generation (that in divers Inſtances that might be 
mentioned, calls Z1i/, Good; and Good, Evil ) that. we are to. 
approve our ſelves. $So that putting this Caſe at that Diſad- 
vantage as the cowardly and formal Chriſtian ({ who will not; 


fail to raiſe ObjeCtions, and ſtart Difficulties on ſuch an oc- 
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caſion ) would have it, and will be ſure himſelf to do, ſuppo= 
ſing that the giving of uformations of theſe Offences ſhould: 
ſometimes expoſe Men to reproachfnl Words, or rude 
Treatment from an i# Magi/trate, or a profligate Offender, 
which it will not be for the Honour of any-Government to 
countenance, tis. the Buſineſs, I think, of Chriſtians to con- 
ider, whether they ought not to ſuffer Shame, and 
undergo ſome Trouble and Loſs for the Exerciſing an 
Act of Charity to their Neighbours Souls, for the ſup- 
preiting of National Sins, the preventing of God s Diſhonoar, 
and the Raine. of their Country, now eſpecially that their. 
Endeavours of this kind will be fo very likely to be- effe- 
Ctual for theſe ends.F/ The Work is unqueſtionably good, 
and we are told in the Holy Scriptures, That *:is good to be 
zealouſly affetted always in a good thing : That we ſhould be 
fruitful in every good Work : That Chriſt gave himſelf for us, 

that 
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that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf 
a peculiar People zealous of good Works. And we are further 
told by our Bleſſed Saviour, That becauſe his Diſciples were 
not of the World, but he had Choſen them out: of the World, there- 


fore the World hated them, as it hated him. And by the Apoſtle, 


That all that will; ve Godly in Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution; 
which, I think, Chriſtians in this Age experience in ſome de» 
gree, as well as they did in the times of Perſecution. For do we 
not. ſee. the faithtul.Servants of God frequently ſuffering Inju- 
ries from.wicked Men? we ſee them calumniated, derided and 
contemned by them, and expoſed to many Aſſaults and Sut- 
ferings from them for the ſake of their Religion. Their holy 
Lives they are ſenſible do reproach them; which is very gric- 
vous to them, and for this Caule they often, I ſuppote, bear a 
Hatred to them, which puts them.upon ſeeking Opportunities, 
which they ſoon enough find, to. injure them, either in their 
Gaods, in cheir Bodies or in their Reputation, of which there is 
given.us.in.the Book of Wiſdom, a very lively Deſcription ; Let 
us lie in wait for the Righteous, besanſe he is not for our turn, 
and he. is clean contrary to our doings : he upbraideth us with 
our offending. the Law. He was made to reprove our Thoughts. 
Fe is grievous unto us even to behold; for his Life is not 
like other Mens, his ways are of another faſhion. We are 
eſteemed of him as Counterfeits : he abſtaineth from eur Ways 
as. from Filthineſs: he pronounceth the End. of the Juit to be 
bleſſed, and maketh his boaft that God is his Father. Let 
us ſee if his Words be true, and let us prove what ſhall haps 
pen in the Fund of him; Let us examine him with Deſpite- 
fulneſs and Torture, that we may Know: his Meekneſs, and 
prove his Patience, Let us condemn him with a ſhameful 
Death : for. by his own ſayins he ſhall be-reſpefted. But in 
the fifth Chapter there is a Repreſentation of the different 
State of the Righteous and the Ungodly, among whom 
thoſe rhat are cither tor or 2gain{t Reformation will find 
thermſclves one day ranked, cither to their unſpeakable Cam» 
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fort or Miſery, that may be {o much more Encouraging 
to good Men, than the other Account may to any appear 
uncomfortable, that I ſhall give the Reader at the ſame 
time ſome View likewiſe of it. Then ſhall the Righteous Man 
ſtand in great boldneſs before the face of ſuch as have afflifted him, 
and made no account of his Labours. Then they ſee it they ſhall 
be troubled with terrible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the 
(trangeneſs of his Salvation, ſo far beyond all that they looked for. 
And they repenting, and groaning for anguilh. of Spirit, ſhall 


ſay within themſelves, This was he whom we had ſometimes in 


Derifion, aud a Proverb of Reproach. We Fools accounted his 
Life Madneſs, and his End to be without Honour. Flow is he 
numbred amoug the Children of God, and his Lot is among, the 
Saints > We wearied our ſelves in the way of Wickedneſs and 
Deftruftion : yea, we have gone throurh Deſerts, where there lay 
0 way : but as for the Way of the Lord we have not known it. 
What hath Pride profited us| Or what good hath Riches with 
our Vaunting brought us | All thoſe things are paſſed away like 
a Shadow, and as a Poit that haſted by. For the Hope of the 
Ungodly is like Duſt that is blown away with the Wind: But 
the Righteous live for evermore, their Reward alſo is with the 
Lord, the Care of them is with the mot High. Therefore 
they ſhall receive a Glorious Kingdom, &c. 

Ifthen Wicked Men have ſuch an Enmity to the Righteous, 
and do by various ways often injure and oppreſs them, it is no 
wonder that the giving of [rformations ſhould, as well as other 
Chriſtian Offices or Duties ſomerimes do, make Men liable to 
Oppoſition and Sufferings from bad Men, who deſire to in- 
dulge themſelves quietly in their Vices, becauſe this 1s a down- 
right diſturbing and confronting them in their vicious PraCti- 
ſes : But 'tis, as hath been ſaid, our Buſineſs to conſider, that 
the Chriſtian Life is a Wartare, that Chriſtians are ſent into 
the World, as Soldiers into the Field, to fight againtt ir, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; and that as a Captain is tryed in 
a Battle, an expert Seaman in a Storm, 10 a Chriſtian by 

| the 
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the Temptations of all kinds that he meets with in his War- 
fare, by which we are diſciplined or catechized for a happy 
Eternity; and that therefore he muſt march on tlrough 
all Difficulties and Diſcouragements, * particularly through 
good and bad Report, to Immortality ; and therefore whe- 
ther the danger of our being expoſed to Reproach and 
Contempt irom wicked Men is a ſufficient Reaſon for our 
having no regard to this Charitable Offtce I am recom- 
mending 2 The Heathen Emperour, Marcus Antoninus, 
could tell us, 7hat in purſuit of Virtue we muſt expect Re- 
proaches and Contumelies ; but that we muſt have little or no 
regard to the common Opinions of Men, which, atter Socrates, 
he reckoned as the common Bugbears of the World, or 
the Terrour of Children. And Seneca in like manner, That 
Men will fometimes ( which he rhought the laſt Act of 
Deſperation ) reproach, hate, and perſecute even Virtue it 
ſelf; * and that he ſeemed to have the greateſt Value for, or 
devotedneſs to Virtue, that loſeth the Reputation of being Vir- 
tous to avoid the being otherwiſe. In truth, I think tis 
much to be feared, but being very unwilling to fall under 
the too common Errour of not duly conſidering Humane 
Frailties and Prejudices, or to advance poſitively any Opinion 
that may juſtly bear a diſpute with any but thole that bring 
the Reaſon of Mankind and Religion its ſelf into diſpute, (as 
] hope will appear throughout rheſe Sheets) TI ſubmir it to the 
Judgment of the Caſuiſts, That tho' the former general 
Negligence of good Men in this Matter may, and imdeed, 
I think, muſt in Charity be ſuppoſed to have been very 
much owing to a Diſcouragement from Magiſtrates, to private 
Perions Ignorance of the Methods of performing this Office, 
or ſingle Perſons deſpairing of doing thereby much Service 
tor the Ends before-menrtioned, under the diſmal State this 
Nation was in the two laft Reigns; It this Negligence 
is continud, after this Matter is plainly laid before us, the 
gwing of [formations 1s now more generally infiſted on 
by 
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by our Clergy in their Sermons, eſpecially at thoſe ſtated 
trnes that they are required to read the A of Parliament 
againſt Swearing and Curſing, with the other Statutes 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, by His Majeſty's Letter, 
and His late Gracious Proclamation tor the enforcing the 
Execution of them; and we have moreover ſuch a 
change of Circumſtances, and ſuch favourable Occurrences, 
as that our Diligence in giving Informations will at this 
time ſo cfteftually promote a National Reformation, (as it 
is evident it will do from what is already done by it) 
that it will be generally found, notwithſtanding the Ob- 
jeftions and plauſible Pretences thar will be made on 
this Occaſion by many for their being excuſed from it, 
to proceed frequently, if not generally, from worſe Caufes, 
that we are either afraid 01 aſhamed of diſcharging it, 
from a want of Faith, or of Love to God and our 
Neighbour, not duly conſidering the Admonition, Fear ye 
not the Reproach of Men, neither be afraid of his Revilings. 
That the Fearful and Znbelieving are joined together with 
thoſe who ſhall have their part in the Lake which burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtone ; nor the Extent of our Saviour's Threat- 
ning, Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my 
Words, in this adulterous and finful Generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Father, with the Holy Angels : Nor, laſtly, the great Encou- 
ragement given in the Word of God to thoſe that ſuffer for 


' Marth. 5. 10, ditcharging of their Duty, Bleſſed are they which are Perſecuted 


for Righteouſneſs ſake : for theirs is the Kintdom of Heaven. 


2 Gor. 4. 17. Our light Aftittion, which is but for a Moment, worketh” 


or us a far more exceeding and Fternal Weight of Glory. 
If any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed ; but 
let him glorifie God on this behalf. Wherefore let them that 
ſuffer accurding to the Will of God, commit the keeping of 
their Souls to him in well-doing, as unto a faithful Crea- 
tour. And now, if notwithſtanding what hath been 
ſaid, 
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faid,  or' that may be urged by our Clergy with more. 


Advantage in their Diſcourſes, for our giving Informations 
againſt prophane and vicious Perſons, and the Magiſtrates 
Diligence and Faithfalneſs that was before infiited on, 
this criminal Fear and Shame ſhall ſo generally prevail, as 
ro keep private Perſons from giving Informations in theſe 
Caſes, and ſhall likewiſe keep Magiſtrates (who have leſs co- 
lour of Excuſe for their Unfaithfulneſs, they being under the 
Obligations of Oaths and Truſts, ſuper-added-- to thoſe 
they have as Chriſtians) from uſing their Diligence in 
the Execution. of the Laws, and particularly from giving 
all. Countenance and juſt, Encouragement . to thoſe who 
bring them Informations, at the ſame time that Prophane- 
neſs and Debauchery do appear ſo ſhameleſs and fearleſs 
among us, what a weight of Guilt may be >, » 72008 lie 
upon this-Nation? And in how great danger of Miſery and 
Deſtruction. may. it be apprehended to be, which T1 do not 
ſee with what Reaſon we can expect will fo likely be pre- 
vented by any other Means, as by the cloſe ConjunQtion, 
the zealous and united Endeavours of good Men, for the 
Retrieving of Religion, and the Morals of the Nation, 
by all Chriſtian and Prudent Methods. @For Religion 
in general, and the Practice of every Moral Virtue in 
particular, do in their own Nature tend not only to the 
Felicity of every Man's private Life, but do alſo conduce 
to the Peace, Order and Welfare of all publick Societies, 
2nd-good Government over Men, as it hath the greateſt 
Influence for theſe Ends upon Magiſtrates and . Subjects. 
Religion teaches and obliges Governours to over-rule their 
Subjects in the Fear of God, to [is Glory, and for the Satety 
aad Proſperity of thoſe that are in Subjetion to them; and 
therefore, I think, to endeavour to ſupport. and encourage 
them in the Exerciſe of Religion and - Virtue, and this as 
well by the Ute of their Authority, (which may, tor inſtance, 
be expreſſed by their Perſonally Countenancing and Promoting 
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Men of Virtue, and Diſcountenancing vicious Men, by their 
raking Care that good Laws be made for the Security of 
Religion; and that the Laws that are made for the Pro- 
motion of Chriſtian Virtues, and the Suppreſſion of Vice, 
be pur in Execution ) as by their own Exemplary Behaviour, 
* which hath a wonderful force, is as it were a living Law, 
and Religion inftills in Subjects ſuch Principles and Diſpo- 
firions as in their own nature tend to make themſelves 
happy, as well as a Government ſtrong and' proſpe- 
rous: It inſtructs and obliges them -to obey Magiſtrates, 
not only for Fear, but out of Conſcience: ” Arid as 
Piety and Virtue do thus evidently conduce to the 
Stability and Happineſs of any Kingdom and Govern» 
ment ; ſo Vice and [rreljgion, in the natural conſequences 
of them, rend to bring Decay and Ruine upon'them, as 
they unqualifie Magiſtrates for Government, ' and make 
* Subjets unfit for Commands, averſe to all good 'Order, 
and deſtructive inftead of helpful Members ' of a Com- 
munity ; from whence + Plutarch might juſtly eſteem it 
the Foundation or Cement 'of Humane Society ; '* Plato 
conclude, That in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy the firſt and 
chict Care ſhguld be of Religion ; and the Famous + Scipio 
obſerve, That it was impoſſible any City ſhould ſtand 
it their Manners were depraved, tho' their Walls were 
never fo firm. Accordingly, I conceive, there have been 
but few, if any, amongſt the: ancient and celebrated 
Legiſlators and States-Men, whatever there. have been 
among our Modern, who. have not bad the greateſt 
Regard to Religion in the Modelling and Governing of 
Civil Societies; for how is it poſlible to conceive that 
any State ſhould long ſtand and be profperous without 
Honeſty or Peace? * Or that it ſhould cither enjoy a laſt- 
ing Peace, or. have a general Honeſty, without Religion ? 
and therefore It was no. wealr, tho' a wicked piece of Policy 
which they tell us of a King of Afyria, who choſe rather 

to 
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to exdenvowy 15" overcime the City of Babylon, Ly ſending in 
of Players, Lewd Wonten, Gc. to Cer ' which means 
be effectually did it, and at 1aft obrained his' Etd ) hav ro 
iwvalle '#t with a pmverful Army. Upon the whoſe Matter, 
We may dare to challenge all the Politicians in the World 
to form a found Scheme of Government without ſuppoſing 
and ſecuring Refigion for the Baſis of it. And as we , Aeapas 
never heard of 'a Government that publickly declared for giltrao nee. 
Immorality, fo if we could ever: fuppofe there ſthould be ligentia, & vi- 
any fuch, nay, that there were ſuch'a one, where a con- onde gaer > 
erable Number of ' fuch Monſters ſhonld obtain and 2 virtute de- 
keep the Afſcendency'in any Government, 'we might con- [{iſcunt, va” 
clude what its Fate would fooner or later be. '* For whin :« ablicem, 
Religion 1s defpisd, and” Virtue is Toft in a Nation, afficiunt, qui- 
which, as hath been' proved, would in time be the eon- 2s inundatis | 
uence 'of a publick Contempt of it, how eafie' a. P | 7 fAluctuare nes 
will it -prove to its Neighbours > Or how unavoidably wyl cc eft. 
it fall into Diviſions, Confiiſion and Ruine of ir felf > | 
Of fuch conſequence therefore Religion and Virtue Teerhs 
plainly to be to a Nation, abſtrating Foxit the Confideration 
of a Juſt God that rules in the Kingdoms of the Earth; that 
rewards Righreous Nations with Proſperity, and executes Ju- 
ſtice upon thoſe that are Wicked, which we muſt believe if 
we have any due regard to Sacred or Prophane Hiſtory, to 
the Experience and Sufffage of all Ages of the World. © For 
thus it is faid in the Holy Scriptures, to tliis purpoſe, 7he Laiab 60. 12. 
Nation and Kingdom that will not ferve thee, ſhall periſh: yen, 
thofe Nations ſhall be utterly waſted. Righteouſneſs exalteth Prov. 14 54.” 
a Nation, but Sin is a Reproach to any People, A fruitful Land pſa. 105: 23; 
he tarneth into Barren for the Witkedneſs of them that dwell 346" 
therein. And by 'the Account that! is given us in the- | 
Word of God'"of rhe Divine 'Jaſtice, of 'God's charging 
Guilt upon Nations, as well as upon particular' Perſons,” and 
of his Proceeding With the Old World, the Ferviſh Nation, 
&c. have we not ſuffidietit' Reaſon to think, that in "the 
K 2 _ orcianary 
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ordinary. Courſe - of God's Providence, a, Nation. that is 
eminently Righteous ſhould have . his . Blefling- in 
an eminent manner ; and that a : Nation: that: 1s remark- 
ably Wicked will feel, ſooner or later, the Effets of 
his Diſpleafure 2 We are acquainted, that hefare,. God 


deſtroyed the Old. World, Ae ſaw that the Wickedneſs of 


Mau was great . in the Earth, That all Fleſh had. cor- 
rupted his Way upon Earth. And their Sin 1s y__ as. the 
Reaſon of their Deſtrution. And God ſaid unto. Noah, 
The End of all Fleſh is. come before. me, for. tht Earth. is 


filled with Fialence through them : and behold, IT will deſtroy 


them with the Earth. Accordingly we may. obſerve, that 
the Providences of God towards the Jewiſh. Nation. were 
very eminently ſuited to. their Behaviour: That cho” 
the Fews were the peculiar People. of . God, and highly. 
bleſied, they were frequently puniſhed. by Goed, Fl. at 
laſt. deſtroyed . for their Sins. - That . their Kings, the 
chick . of . their Prieſts,, and their | People; did. wickedly, 
and after the way of the Heathen, before they. were 


Ted into. Captivity, and . Crucified the Lord » of . Life, 
Mat. 27. 25. 


whoſe Blood they called for upon themſelves and. their 
Childrea, before they were. finally deſtroyed: | And as. 
their Deſtruction, which - our Saviour , plainly . toretold, 
is, I think, agreed on all hands. to have been one of 
the moſt. dreadful inſtances of Miſery, that have 
been known to. have. befallen any. Nation either before 
or. ſfiace that. time: . So Joſephus, tho' a Jew, a celebrated 
Hiſtorian, . thus fays, That as be thought no Nation . ever. 


ſuffered ſuch things; ſo. no Nation, from the beginning of the 


Warld, did ever ſo abound in all manner of Impiety.; to 
which Chriſtians in this Age - may juſtly add, That by 
rheir continuing tor. ſo many Hundred Years to be a de- 
ipiſed and  vagabond People, . and. ſcatrered throughout. the 
World, without City or, Country, , without Temple or 
Altar that we know of, ' no Nation ſeems ever to _ 

| en 


| for National Sin, as that which - rhis People was guilty of 


| fore he. was. in being, for the - Puniſhment of 'the Sins of 


 kuown me, And does not Prophane Hiſtory tell us, 'among_ 


 merate. and. Debauched before the Devaſtations + and' Ruine dem ſam. 1;6. 


_ the Hiſtorians of ..it,acquaine us, that. the Britains; thei an-' 
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been fo terrible and laſting a Monuthent of God's Diſpleafure 


ſeems to: be ſo much greater, and to: have--higher Aggravas 

tions than-the: Sin. of any other Nation.” The Holy Scrip- 

tures give..the like Account':of the Deſtruction''of Damaſs # 
cus ; Thus ſaith the Lord, | For-three Tranſereſſions of Damaſcus, Amos 1. 5. 
and: for four, I will not' turn away the Puniſhment there- 

of ; ſo of Gaza, of: Tyrus, of -Fdomy and of Ammon, And Vr.5:9.11.13. 
that God. raiſed up Cyrus, calling, hin by his Name be- | 


Rabylon. . Thus ſaith the: Lord to his' Anointed, to Cyrus, 
whoſe Right-hand 1 have holden to ſubdue -Nations 4 re 
him: and. 1 will. looſe the Loins of Kings to open before him 
the, two-leaved Gates, and: the Gates (hall not he ſhut. | I will yer. 2. —4 
ga before thee, and make the crooked places *ſtraight.. For yea, 
Tacob my Servant's ſake, aud; Iſrael my Flett,T have even called 
thee by thy Name : [ have ſurnamed "thee tho" thou haft not 


I/a. 45. 1. : 


a :Multitude of -other Inſtances that. might be heaped up, 

That as the Pride and Yolyptuouſneſs of the Babylonians, fo 

the Lewdneſs of. the Perfrans, and the Luxury of the Greeks, 

were, with their other Sins, the remarkable: Canſes-of 'the:- 

Ruine of thole Empires: And that the Romans, who had 

been a Pcople ſo eminent in their Morals, that * St. Auſtin Nov eſt quod ? 
thought that God might allow them the Government of the: ,e;; orga 
World. for .the Reward of their 'Virtne, ever--under thes tia conque- 
Advantages of the Chriſtiax- Religion became" fo: very Dege- ont Pereen © 
of their Empire by the- poor Goths, Vandals, and Fung," ones 5: 4e Civ. Dei, + 
of whoſe. chief Leaders called -himfelf Flagellum Dez, the* +l > "GE 
Scourge, of God, rhat gave. Occafien' to' a Father 'to--cry? titur Chrittus -- 
out, + That, the Name. of Chriſt: became "a Scorn, ) antl- the: oPProvrium, | 
Chriſtian Religion was reproached 'by; the \Lives of | Chriſtians. tur tex ik 


And .to. take. ſome Notice 'of -our own-Corntry; Do nor hn _ 
ictum, _n 
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* Tncolz abo* ciefht. Inhabitants of it,, * who had been remarkable for the 
bo Emplices Uncotruptnels of their Manners, were degenerated from 
integrique ex- &he Þ Simplicity and Sobriety of rheir Anceſtours, -and were 
iſtunt, looge far that Reaſon, tore-warned . of -their- Miſery before the 
a notrorum go 4#s invaded them ; and that after the \Romans QUUt- 
ftutia verſuti- ted their Country there. ſucceeded a great Licentiouſneſs ; 
aque remotl very many aſter their embracing «the: Chriſtian Religion 
kw. turning. /dolaters, betore the Saxons Invaſion- of them, a 
t Incolarum poor People, but it ſeems of more honeſt. Manners; thar 
pat-<ane _ came from the Northern Parts of Germeny; and that-before 
ront antiqui their next ſad Cataſtrophe by the Normans Conqueſt of 
Britanni reli- ths Nation, Picty and all good Literature were grown otit 
| eh ” of faſhion; that the Clergy could ſcarce read Divine Ser- 
cultoresmaxi- VICe;. that the Gentry were given up \t6 Luxury, 'and+ a 
= Fo. __ diſlolute Lie, and the Meaxer fort ſpent all they had in 
Abram gen. Rioting, Drunkennefs, and other Vices, by which- means 


erg origin, (faith the Hiſtorian) Duke William had fo great Advantage; 
. 14. Giidas 


P E:i4 6. 40d gained the Conqueſt of them; from whence our Exy 1b 


Writers conclude the. Saxoz Hiſtory almoſt:-in the: fame 
Words, and to. this effect ; If theſe ( fay they,' ſpeaking of 
their Sins ) were in all probability the Cauſes: of ' God's Fades 
ments 0u our Anceſtours, ſurely every one in this corrupt Age 
ought ro take care to avoid them, lefF the ſame Jude 
ments fall upox them. And are not, laſtly, to add no more, 
not only the formerly tamous Afran and Greek Churches, 
but too many of the Prete/tant in feveral Parts of the 
World, particularly that of France, Piemont, Flungary, and 
the Palatinate, ſome whereof are miſerably- oppreſſed; and 
others brought almoſt "to Deſolation within a few Years 
paſt, and among them that eſpecially of France, of whoſe 
dreadful Miſery we have fo many living Teſtimonies now 
among, us, ſed Inſtances ro confirm us in the Opinion of all 
Ages, That Religion and Virtue are the,only firm Founda- 
tion for the Proſperity of any Nation, and 1rreligion the 
moſt fatal Evil to it;; That where there is a general-Cor- 
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ruption of Manners things tend ro a Difſolutibrr and Rvine; 
uences, with the Permiſſion” of. 


ag: well by Narural confeq | 
God, as by - his righteous' Judgments ; and that therefore 
1145 not to be ex that the crying Sins of a Nation will 


always cfcape Puniſhment unleſs prevented by Repenrance ; 


for the fame Caules ' produce the ſame Effects,” Virtue and 
Vice. do not change their Nature, and there is uo Variableneſs 
with our God, whoſe Juſtice is immutable, Did not our Fathers 
thus, and did not our God bring all this Evil upom us, aud upon 
this City 2 ſays the Prophet. And therefore, if after all that 
our Fathers have rold us of the faral Effeds of Sin, and that 
ſome of'us have moreover ſeen with our own Eyes; T mean 
the hare terrible Civil Wars, which, I hope, none will believe 
for our Piety and Virtue broke our, and laſted fo long as-. 
morg us within forme of our Memories, and which was loon 
after ſucceeded with a dreadful Fire and Plague'in this City; 


Nehem. 1 3.18» Z 


and' the! Miſery that is ſince that fallen upon gur Fellow- - 
Chriſtans in France, ' and upon ſo' many other Proteſtant. 


Churches 'about us, we make no better uſe 'of what "we 
have ſeen and heard, and of the varions Providences we have 
been under, than to oppoſe the deſign of them, Rn 


Impenitent, have' we not 'great Reaſon to fear, that God . 


may reſcue his Goſpel from our prophane” Outrages, otir 


impious Violations, and give it -to ſome other Nation, that - 


may bring, forth' better Fruits of it, or in ſome other way, 
agreeable to his infinite Wiſdom ' and Juſtice, pwnifh us 'yer 
ſeven times more for our Sins Or as' Ezra expretles it on 


another like Occafion ; ,And after al that is come upon' us: 
for our Evil: deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs,- ſeeing that- 


' Levis. 26; 18. 
Ezra 9.13; 


Thou, ' our God; haft” puniſhed” us ' l:ſ5" than » our Tuiquities + 


deferve,” andihaft given us ſuch Deliverance 'as this * Should 
we'.arain 'break ' thy Commandments, and "join  in- ;- any 
with. ehe' People 'of theſe Abominatjons,' wouldFF not tho by 


_ angry with" us, tif "thai hadft conſumed "us, '/o' that: there 


ſtools be. 0 -remnnt wor \efeaping ? The Almighty" God 


Can». 
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cannot want Power to: effet our Ruine.” Hf we. reckon 


our ſelves ſecure by our preſent” Peace, from a hate 
powerful Enemy, ( which I ſhall not here inquire into the 


Reaſons of ). He can raiſe up new ones to us. And if we 


have no Enemies from Abroad,” He can ſuffer us to: become 


' our own greateſt -Enemies, to fall into Confuſion and Ruine 


by our. unchriſttan Quarrels -and ſenſeleſs Diviſions at 


Home, which are too many and +too high to make this 


appear to thinking Men a foreign Suppoſition, or an unne- 


ceſlary Warning. -It He ſtops the: Influences of © Heaven, 


(aw, 


or lets Tooſe the Elements-upon us, we periſh. 'A Peſtilence, 
or a Deluge, an Earthquake; or a Dearth,” might /ſoon de- 
ſtroy us. And if a- general Relaxation ' of Manners, a Cor- 


ruption in moſt, if -not all Orders and: Parties ; if a viſible 
Contempr o! the ſincere Practice of Religion; and bare- 
fac'd; infolent and' unreſtrained Wickedneſs ; if a mnonſtrous 
Debauchery in Principles as well | as, Practice:z| if. Conten- 
tions -and Diviſions, withour- reaſon and without» end, and 
almoſt without - Example; it high Ingratirude to God for 
many and great Mercies, and a deep-Inſenſibility under im- 
minent danger of-Judgments, are fad Indications of 'a:Na- 
tion's Degeneracy and Guilt, it cannot, 1 think, be denied, 
but that this was too near the- diſmal Caſe .of Erg/and, in 
Relation ro Religion, when the Endeavours of Reformation, 
which I have given an Account of, began among us, abour 
Eight Years ſince, how much ſoever we may difhke the Re- 
preſentation- of ir,- and, to ſpeak plainly, -continues very 


. Much {o ſtill ; ang therefore tho. God may give a People a 


longer or ſhorter. time-of 'Tryal, as ſeems fit to his infirrite 
Wifdom, He may defer the Execution of his Wrath #11 the 


Gen, 13. 16. Jniquities. of a Feople are at the full, which the longer it is 


delayed,. the feverer it may be when 1t comes; And.tho' it 
15 not- for vs. raſhly. to.lay when:a Nation hath filled up the 
Mcaſure:of its Sins; and: much cls to-.prefume.to.know the 
Extent of infinite Patience and Forbearance, yet it may, 
| | 
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4 think, be ſaid in this Caſe, with Reverence, that conſider- 
ing the great Advantages" and Blethings 'we have fo long 
enjoyed, -and what'\ſhametub Returns we have-made to God 
tor them, there: ſeems not much, :at-any thing more tobe 
wanting, to make this Nation: as / guilty ' as" moſt under 
Heaven, it not to be ripe for Judgment, than the Diſcounte- 
nance and: Unſucceſsfulneſs of pious and laudable Endea- 


,vours for the —_— us ; and \nothing,. I think, can be 
xealonably ſuppoſed - fu 


cient to © remove our Guilt, than 
lome: conliderable'-and; remarkable Reformation, and per- 
haps carried through all Ranks and Orders of Men, throvg|1 
all Parts of che: Kingdom; ſich'a one ' as may: be in ſome 


mealure proportioned:1to the Leproſte of Vice and 'Pro- 
- phaneneſs that harh almoſt -overſpread us. But if we 'do 


truly repent, of all our 'Abominations, and turn from -our 
wicked:ways ; if we lay-aſide our unnecellary -Strites, 'and 
our unchriſtian :Contentions with :one another, / which 
we have fo long telt the diſmal Effects of 3 if we expreſs 
our. Zeal, and unite our Strength againſt »the Patrons - of 
Vice, who, are- the, Enemies of God and 'Goodneſs,' more 
than againſt thoſe that differ fron us in ſome» few-rthings, 
and thoſe of leſſer moment, but. agree with» us in moſt; if 
not- all of. thoſe that are ſubſtantial ; if we ſmcerely,-and 
without delay, ſet about and turther all pious''and proper 
Endeavours 'for . a National -Reformation, traly purſue 
the things that belong) to our Peace, it Atill ſeems with us 
a Day of Mercy, and the Scriptures give us Encouragement 
to hope, that we may nor periſh, For thus it is faid, dt what 
inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kinydom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : "If that Nation 
againii. whom 1 have pronounced, turn from them Evil) © will 
repent of the Evil that 4- thought to do unto them. 


Having thus. endeavoured to:prove the'Common Obligation 
which lies upon. Mer, .as Qhriftians,: and as Members 
; L of 
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of the Community, to uſe their ſincere Endeavours for 
a General and National Reformation, and the Special Oblt- 
gations of Governours and Miniſters, of Subordinate Magiſtrates 
and [sferior Oficers, from either the Nature of their Office 
and Truſt, or their expreſs Oaths to this cop - and 
having more largely inſiſted on the Reaſons for private 
Perſons giving of Informations of the Violation of the Laws 
of Religion and their Country, and the Magi/trates Obligation 
highly to encourage thoſe who do 1o, to make this their. 
excellent Service to their Country 2s fafe and as eafie to 
them as they can, by making Examples of any obſtinate 
Criminals that ſhall dare impioufly to aftront and obſtru 
them in-it ; and having likewiſe reprefented the danger of 
God's Judgments, and of our utter Ruine, if we continue un- 
retorm&, and the Bleſſings and Advantages we may hope 
to obtain to our ſelves, our Country, and our Poſterity, in 
the hearty forwarding any juſt 2nd pious Deſigns and En- 
deavours for ſuch a Reformation j as Virtue is the way to- 
the Happineſs of particular Perſons, of privare Families, 
and the Proſperity of Nations ; and rhe Supprefling of Vice 
and- Prophanencſs by Humane Laws, that are agreeable to 
the Laws of God, 1s the neareſt arid moſt probable way, 
1n our preſent Circumſtances, for the retrieving of the Vir- 
tue of the Nation, without which, if we could fuppoſe that 
it could continue to be proſperous, I do not ealily conceive 
how wiſe and. good Men can take either much Plea- 
ſure in Living otherwiſe than in Obedience to the Will, 
and for the Glory of God, and the working out their own 
Salvation, or in the Thoughts of leaving behind them a 
Poſterity, in a Nation, with no more Religion, or even 
common Honeſty ; I intended, Ifay, having done this, in 
the next place to. offer ſome Arguments again!t thoſe 
Vices that are moſt reigning among(t us, in hopes that 
the bare Repreſentation . of them in their proper Colonrs 
would ſhew 1o much the Deformitry of them, that it might 
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be a means to keep ſome at leaſt from falling in Love 
with them, and of diſingaging others from chem who 
are already addicted to them, even ' as the Sight of a 
Drunkard to a thinking Man is a good Lecture againſt 
Drunkenneſs: But thele Sheets growing” to a Biltk, far 
beyond what. I at firſt propoſed, I ſhall lay aſide ( perhaps 
tor ſome other Occaſion) the Materials which were pre- 
pared for tis purpoſe ; and T ſhall the rather do fo, fince 
the common Vices of the Age are ſo plainly condemned 
by the Word of God; and that we find, by ſad Expe- 
rience, that. thoſe who are fully reconciled to their Lufſts, 
who are abandoned to the: Condut of Cuſtom and ill 
Example, ſeem too generally almoſt deaf to the Calls of 
Conſcience, to all Repreſentations of this kind, nay often 
even to the powerful Rhetorick of the Goſpel; at leaſt 
they frequently make, for want of Confideration, and other 
proper means, no great and lafting Impreſſions upon 
them. And this, 1 conceive, makes: the uſe of other 
Methods with fuch Men neceſſary, not only for their 
own ſakes, but for the publick Safery, that thoſe that 
are Leihargick, and almoſt dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins, 
yet having Senſes fti]! to fee! the Stroaks' of Juſtice, may, 
tho' never ſo ſtubborn, be bowed in ſome -meaſtire to dif- 
cipline, and puniſh'd into a better ourward Behaviour, if 
they cannot into ſuch a ſerious Conſideration of their Sin 
and Folly as may end in an inward and entire Reformation 
of their Lives, which is by no means to be torally de- 
ſpaircd of. For as the allowed Habits of theſe Sins ex- 
clude Men from the Kingdom of Heaven, in rhe Opinion of 
Divines they ought to thut out rhoſe who are guilty of them 
from the Commvmon with rhe Church on Earth, till rhey 
give ſome ſigns of their Repentance, as they would have 
done it they had lived in hs firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
when ſuch Offenders, which now make too great a part 
of the viſible Church, were looked on-as- 4' kind of Mon- 
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ſters, and, like putrefy'd Members, were cut off, as ' being 
not only extreamly dangerous, but very noiſome to the 
Body. Bur till the Eccleſiaſtical Power, which is now 
ſo weakned, and hath, to ſpeak juſtly, loſt irs Credit, is 
recovered to its Primitive Deſign, and "the ancient 
Diſcipline of the Church is 'in fome meaſure reſtored, 
which, 'tis to be hoped, we ſhall not always think ſuffr- 
cient, &fpecially winder the Reign of our preſent Prince, 
publickly to lament the Jois of once a Year, in the Office 
for Aſþ-Wedze/day, bat ſhall in good earneſt endeavour to 
reſtore; There is, I conceive, evidently: greater reaſon to 
engage the fecular Arm in this Matter, that thoſe upon 
whom the gentic Methods of Perfuaſion - have no force, 
and whom the Eccleſiaſtical Power does nor and will not 
rake any Notice of, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed, and re- 
ſtrained by the Civil Government ; that they ſhould be 
treated as a fort of Out-Laws, and as ' common Enemies 
to their Country : For publick Immoralities are Offences 
apainſt rhe Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, againſt the. 
Government and the Law, as well as againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, which is not only now incorporated into the Law 
of the Land, but. does above all other things promote the 
Safety and Proiperity of Government, and: of particular 
Perſons, which Offences ot rhis kind direRly tend to the 
deſtroying of, even to the diſſolving the Band of Humane- 
Society ; and if fo, ſurcly jt behoves good Men to aſtiſt 
Magiſtrates in their Endeav ours effectuaily to ſuppreſs them. 
If bad Men don't approve of theſe Methods, 'tis no wonder ; 
they are Enemics to good Order, Law, and Juſtice, becauſe 
thele things arc troubleſome to them. There 1s no doubr 
but the Gallows is a great Grievance to Murtherers, the 
Diſcipline of Bridewe/ to Whores, the Pillory to the Per- 
jured, and the Stocks to Drunkards : But ſach Grievances 
as theſe are, I conceive, of near as long ſtanding as Govern- 
ment, aad will not. be thought proper to be laid aſide whilſt 
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ir laſts, or at leaſt til} there is not ſo much Occaſion for them, 
ſince, as hath been proved, its Intereſt and chief Bufinefs 
is to cheriſh and ſupport Religion, and, by conſequence, to 
take care that it be not treated with any diſre{pe&, par- 
ticularly, that it be not made the Scorn of any Order or 
Body of Men, the common Subject of the-Prophane Play- 
Houſes, or the Sport of Buftoons ; and that the open Vio- 
lations of it by Prophane Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, 
Sc. be ſuppreſſed, as all wiſe Nations, I conceive, have ever 
done, and ever will do. 

Againſt theſe Enormities therefore that are the Plagues 
of Government, the Enemies of onr Peace, the Diſhonour 
of our Religion, and- the Reproach of our Nation, have the 
Societies of Reformation applied themſelves, with ſo great 
Succels, as to give ſo very promiſing hopes as have been 
repreſented of a general Concurrence and Union of the 
Virtuous part of the Nation in the ſame Deſign, and, ir 
conſequence, of a National Reformation ; anc, as hath been 
obſerved, hath been carried on fof' above Eight Years with 
as little or leſs occaſion given to their Enemies of Objection 
either tothe Methods of their Proccedings, or to the Behaviour 
of the Perſons concerned in- them, as perhaps'have beer 
Known in a Matter of the greateſt Conſequence, where ſuch 
a number of Perſons have been engaged, tho' it the Pru- 
dence of ſome good Men, who are: either already engaged, 
or that ſhall hereafter be concerned in this Undertaking, is or 
thould be leſs than their Zeal, it will, I ſuppoſe, be far from 
giving Wiſc and well-meaning Men a Prejudice to the Deſign 
it felt, or keeping them from Aſſiſting in ir. Bur, bleſſed be 
God, a more glorious Proſpect hath been lately given us 
by the 4ddre/s of the late Houle of Commons to His Majeſty, 
for the Suppreſling of Prophaneneſs and Dehauchery, and His 
Majeſtys Proclamation in purſuance of it, and His Princely 
Word in His Gracious S$peec to both Houſes of Parhamentr. 
We have now-then, tis plain, His Majeſty's poſitiveCommands 

together . 
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together with the eoncurrent Advice in this Matter of the 
great Repreſentative Body of the Kingdom, for things 
lawful, moſt important and neceſſary for the ſtrict Exe- 
cution of the known Laws of the Land, againft Pro- 
phaneneſs and Immorality, agrecably, 1 think, to the Word 
of God, rhat tells us, That the Magiſtrate beareth mot 
the Sword in Vain, That Rulers are not a Terrour to good 
Works, but to the evil. Whoever ' therejore they- are 
that in this Caſe oppoſe the King's Commands, who 
either openly obſtrut, or more ſecretly undermine the 
Endeavours of thoſe who a@ in this Aﬀair in Obedi- 
ence to the Will of God, the Command of the - King, 
and for the Good of their Countrey, will, I thiak, find 
it ſomewhat difficult to, acquit themſelves from great 
Impiety. And now, Can any that love their God, their 
Religion, their Country, or their Poſterity, hear -of theſe 
tranſporting things without being affeted with greater 
Joy than any Succeſs their own ſecular Concerns would 
give them, and without thinking themſelves under high 
Obligations, after they have pretended to Faſt, and Pray, 
and Mourn for our publick Sins for ſo many Years 
paſt,* (as moſt, if not all Orders of Men and Parties 
among us have done ) to do what they arc able in their 
ſeveral Stations for the Supprefſing of Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, and for the pertefting of this great Work 
of REFORMATION, which, I conceive, it had 
been our Duty to promote, if we” had not met with 
ſo much Encouragement and Aſliſtance from our Go- 
vernours? But how much ſtronger Obligations do now 
lie upon us to do it? And how ſhamctul and inex- 
' cuſable will our Negle&t of it be, now we have ſuch an 


Opportunity by His Majeſty's repeated Declarations for 


our Engaging in it, by the Advances that are already made, 
and the Methods that are laid, as perhaps may never again 


be offered us if we negle& this? in Proſecution - whereof 
it 
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it would, I think, become us to adventure all: our deareſt 
Intereſts in this World, nay, a Thouſand Lives, if we had 
them to loſe. Behold then a glorious Opportunity for all 
that make a Profeſſion of Religion, or any Pretence to 
Virrue, of what Rank foever, to ſignalize their Love and Faith- 

- fulneſs ro their great Lord G. Maſter, their Neighbour, 
and their Country. To all Orders of Men therefore 
whoſe Service His Majeſty hath required to. promote this 

| great, this neceſſary Work, and who would not ſhare in 
the dreadful Guilt and laſting Infamy of negleQing to 
promote a Reformation of Manners, which now ſeems to be 
put very much in our. power, with God's Blefling, ro ſee 
ettefted, I ask leave, upon theſe Glorious Encouragements, 
with. all due reſpect, ro addreſs my elf. 


| To the YO BILITY, that they would be pleaſed to 
| conſider, That true Greatneſs doth not conſiſt inthe having 
of ſwelling Titles, high Places, great Power, or large Ter-* 
rttories, which, tho' they may be ſomerimes the Reward of 
virtuous and brave Actions, as they ought to be, are often 
the Gifts of Nature, and it may be too frequently the Acquelſts 
of ſuch Crimes. as deſerve Puniſhment, inſtead of Recom=- 
pence: That the Perfons who in all Ages have been moſt 
beloved and reverenced when Alive, and moſt honoured 
by wiſe and good Men when Dead, have been thoſe who 
have been molt beneficent and ferviceable to the World ; not 
thoſe who have amaſſed the greateſt Eſtates, and acqui- 
red the loftieſt Titles co themſelves; the blind ZZea- 
thens exceed not their Altars to thoſe that they thought 
| were not ſome way or other uſeful or ſerviceable to Man 
| kind: That they would therefore be perſwaded that nothing 
| will render them ſo much Bleflings to their Country, ſo 
truly noble and eſteemed, as their being Patrons of Religion 
and Virtue: That they are not in their high Stations 


too. great for. that Employment. which is the greateſt 
Glory 
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of Princes, to ſet up their Standards for Religion, 


*Haud diffici- and declare War againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs, * after 


ling eft errcare 
naturamquam 
princip:m ni 
diffimilem 
formare rem- 
publicam. 
Quzcunque 
mutatio in 
principibus 
extiterit ean- 
dem populo 


ſecutam, 


the Example, and under the Conduct ' of fo great a 
Prince and Leader, who hath' graciouſly declared, in H:s 
Speech to both Houſes - of . Parhament, that Ze eftcems 
it one of the greateft : Advantages» of Peace that he 1s now 
at Leiſure to apply himſelf 19 the Suppreſſinz, of 'Prophane- 
eſs and Immeralities ; and hath thereby given us reafon 
to hope, that be will think it a far greater Glory of his 
Reign to be an Inſtrument in God's hand of delivering us 
from the Slavery of our Vices, of making us a virtuous, 
and, by conſequence,”a happy People, than in procuring 'us 
any other prefent and ſecular Felicities and ' Advantages, 
and at laſt leaving us deltged. in ſuch Impieties as Infidels 
abhor, and which may make God our Enemy, and gdraw 
down his Vengeance upon us: That they would for” this 
purpoſe conſider the Force of their Authority, their Intereſt; 
their.'Fame, and their Example, and employ, which rhey 
cinnot without high Ingratitude omit, theſe and the other 
Advantages they have above Men of lower Ranks, for'the 
Glory of that God by whoſe Permiſſion they have. them, 
tor the Noble purpoſes of Oppoſing and Supprefling' De- 
banchery and Prophaneneſs, the retrieving the Reputation 
of Virtue, the furthering the Intereſts of Religion, and the 
javing of their Country, which hath ſcemed to have declared 
in favour of Vice and Ruine, and thereby -approve them- 
{clves to the King, ( as He hath now aflfurer them they 
will) to the Wiſe and Virtuous part of the Nation, to 
their own Conſciences, to their Poſterity, and, above all, ro 
Him that is Higher than the Flighes7. 


To-the Reverend the CLERGY, That they who are 
looked upon 'as the Ambaſhdonurs of the Grear God of 
Heaven and Earth, and fent upon. the, moſt important Bu- 
{meſs of Reconciling Men to Gor; and Watching for their Souls, 

| | and 
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and, have, 'as-l conceive, :their Honour, rheir-Dignities, and 


their Revenues,-given them without the common Incum- 


brances of other 'Men, in regard to their. Sacred . Office, 


and, that they. may. attend without Worldly Cares,: and with 
che greateſt Advantageto their Spiritual /Employment, would 
contider whether they have not a more favourable Oppor-, 
tunity.for the Work of their Miniſtry, anda National Refor- 
mation, at this tune, than they have had for many years paſt. 
They cannot, I humbly preſume, but be ſenſible of the 
moſt deplorable Degeneracy of this Nation, that the great 
Decay of Religion, and the Leprofie of Vice and Prophaneneſs 
with: which it is almoſt overſpread, does threaten irs Ruine ; 
and that they have great reaſon .to take; to heart the no 
greater Succeſs of their Endeavours for the Reforming of 
us ; that their , Diſcipline, which if it had been-in- force, 
might haye proved a Bank againſt the Flood of Wickednefs 
that is broken in,upon us, is' now fo loſt, that it is of little 
uſe to. them. for this purpoſe; that there appears: too: great 

round to fear that rhe Tide of Wickedneſs will 'not be 

opped whilſt Religion is openly diſhonoured, Virtue de- 
{pited, and Vice and Prophaneneſs. are ſo daring and trium- 
phant, that Men commit them not. ; only with Impunity, 
but glory in them, ſo as to eſteem it! an at of Gallantry 
to ridicule their Sacred Office, ro contemn things ' Sacred, 
and an Ornament of Style to imprecate Damnation upon 
themſelves. Is not this a Time: for them that are Spiritual 


Watchmen, and Overſeers of the Flock of Chrif7, as they 


have a Concern for, God's Honour, and would prevent lus 
Judgments falling upon us; as they would conſult the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of their ſacred Order, and their own Rept- 
tation, to concur with His Majeſty's pious Declarations tor 
this purpoſe, and cheerfully to embrace the Aſliſtance. ot 
the Civil Power for the Vindicating of the Honour of God's 
Laws, the Stopping the Avenues to notorious Enormuties, 
the breaking he helliſh CarBourCta and the raking our 


of 
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of publick View the contagious Examples of bad Men ; and 
bv theſe Methods to prepare Men the better for the Reſto- 


ration of godly Diſcipline, for the greater Influence of their: 


' Doctrine, and good Examples upon rheir Minds? Is not this 

a 7ime for them to favour the ſucceſsful Endeavours of the 

Societies of Reformation, which are levell'd at the ſtrong holds 

of Debauchery ; and the Religious Societies, that are now 

fpreading through the Kingdom, that ſeem fo direRly to tend 

to the Promoting the Power of Religion, fo far as they 

carry on thoſe great Ends, ( wherein we may, I think, ap- 

peal tothe whole Chriſtian World whether they do not do it) 

and readily to accept of the Afſiſtance that is now, or here- 

after may be given them by Chriſtians of any Denomination, 

in the common cauſe of Chriſtianity > And if they can 

think of any. other or better Meaſures than thoſe that are 

recommended in theſe Papers, that may promote the Glory 

of God, and the Good of Souls, for whom Chriſt died, and 

their own comfortable Account . of themſelves to Him. hat 

will judge the Quick and Dead, to engage in them withour 

delay, with united Counſels and Endeavours, with dou- 

ble Diligence. and Zeal, and in Conjunion with all the 

yarious Works | of their Miniſtry, among which their 

going from Houſe to Houſe for the enquiring into the 

Spiritual State of the Souls of thoſe that are committed to 

their-Charge, and the applying proper DireRions, and Encou- 

ragements accordingly, in the Judgment of the moſt pious 

Divines I have ever had the Honour to know, is thought to 

 * Biſ-op of be a very uſcful Method, is what one of the moſt * Learned 

Forceſter® Prelates of this Age and Nation hath-in his printed Charge 
arpe to the © T « | G a b 

clegs of by tothe Clergy of his Nioceſs putthem in.mind of ; and which 

Dice, p. 25. another of our F Learned Biſhops hath told this Sacred Order, 

WF ecocsf in his, Paſtoral Care, publiſhed by the particular Approbation 

foral Care, Þp, of - the late Great Primate Arch-Biſhop 7, lotfon, is to be 

mm lookt.on-as the Foundation--( an Exemplary Life being fup- 

poſed). on, which. all the other parts-of the Miniſterial 


Office 


mz = 
Office may 'be well managed; and which he fays will 
ſeem no hard matrer to ſuch as have a right ſenſe of their 
Ordination Vows, of the' Dignity of their Fun@ion, or the 
Value of Souls. 


To the MAGISTRATES of all kinds, That they 
would make juſt Reflections upon that terrible and laſtin 
Imputation that they do now lie under by His Majeſty's 
Proclamation, ( which is to be read Powr times a Year in all 
Churches through the Nation ). and the Addrefs of the late 
Honourable Houſe of Commons to the King, of their being 
fo great a Cauſe of the Debauchery and Prophaneneſs of the 
Kingdem, by their ill Exatnple and Negligence in their 
Ofece : That they would confider, as hath been ob- 
ſerved, how many Nations have 'been ruined, and Cities 
brought to a heap of Rubbiſh for their Immoralities, which 
the Magiſtrates Vigilance might have prevented: That their 
Power comes from God, the Fountain of all Power ; and 
that they are ſuppoſed to be entruſted with it for his Ho- 
nour, and the Good of his People: That by their Apna 
Executing the Laws o_ Offenders, particularly thoſe 
that are made for the Honour of God, the Suppreſſing of 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality ; they are to be a 7errour to 
Evil deers; and in order to this, thar they would there- 
fore remember, 'That as the pooreſt Wretch hath a Talent — 
that he muſt render an Account of,, they muſt expect 
one day to appear at a Tribunal themſelves, and give 
an Account of the diſcharge of their Oaths and Truſts, 
of the Employment of their Authority, and their otherAdvan- 
tages, and for the Deluge of Evils that either hath or may 
fall upon the Nation through their wilful Neglect of their : 
Duty ; for our  Bleiſed Saviour hath told'us, "That ' wo Lute 12. 48, 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be' much required. 'And 
the Authour- of the iBook of Wiſdom thus expreties himſelf 
to. this purpoſe ; Hear therefore, O ye Kings, and underſtand; Wiſdom 6. 1. 
| | M -2 learn 


_ 
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learn y: that be Judges of the Ends of the Earth. © Give ear, 
you that rule the People, and glory in the Multitude of Nas 
"tions ; for Power 15 given you of the Lord, and Sovereignty from 
the Higheff, who ſhall try your Works, and ſearch. out" your 
Counſels, becauſe, beinz Miniſters of his Kingdom, you have not 
judged aright,; nor kept the Law, nor walked after the Counſel 
of God.. Horribly and fpeedily ſhall he come upon you : for 
a ſharp Judgment ſhall be to them that be in. high Places. 
For Mercy will ſoon pardon the Meaneſt, but mighty Men ſhall 
be mightily tormented. Ny 


| Tothe GENTRY and COMMONALTY:' of zhe. 
Nation, that they conſider, That tho': they have not the 
particular Oaths and Vows, the Truſts and Authority of 
any of the. Orders:;I have mentioned, they. have -notwith- | 
ſtanding their -Bapriſmal; Engagements upon. '*em, © which: | 
they. own when. they. come' to; the Holy :Communiong. 
and that if they would acquit themſelves .as Chriſtians,” they: 
muſt, endeavour , to be ſuch: in all their Relations; i they” 
muſt behave themſelves. as: good, Magiſtrates and: Subjects, as 
00d. Citizens, ; and Members; of their Community, as welf 
as good Maſters, and: Servants, good Parents and: Children ; 
but that they cannot be reaſonably thought to. be fo with-- 
out having. a Love to God, a Zeal for his Honour, or-a 
Concern. for the Welfare of their Neighbours, and of the: 
Community of. which .rhey are a- part ; ; and. that it may 
be doubted whether rhey can have either if they can con- 
tentedly | hear, 'without any Concern, Men openly. affront 
their God, - bid Defiance ro his Laws, . go 'on- with a full 
Carcer to Deſtruction, and  bring-Decay 'and* Ruine upon: 
their, Country, which, 'tis evident, ; they may. uſe ' proper 
and. etie&tual means to preyenr, / as | particularly by : ther! 
giving of Informations, of enormous..Offences/ to» the ,Ma-- 
giſtrate, .( which I have». 'in-; another place + more:/largely : 
'ofiſted.on-) and; which they+ have at this. time fo mo an 
| PPOT-- 
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Opportunity to employ as is offer'd them by the Decla- 
rations of the Government, and the Afliſtance of ſuch 
Bodies of Chriſtians: thar are not only in and about this City, 
but that are ſpreading through the Cities and Corporations 
of the Kingdom. And do you think it diſhonourable for 
you to conceal any Offences that endanger the Government; 
or ' any Injuries that are done your Neighbour, when you 
can do him right by the bare diſcovering of it to the Ma- 
giſtrate?' Is it reckoned an a&t of Bravery to adventure 
your Lives in the taking of a Thief, or a Martherer > An 
Act of Charity to prevent any Injury to your Neighbour 
in :his civil Concerns, to himder a Fool or a Lunatic 
from wounding of his Body, or deſtroying his Life > And 
is not a. ſincere endcavour- to prevent the publick Diſho- 
nour of tie Name,. the -Day, 'and' the Laws of God, by 
acquainting the Magiſtrate with thele high Offences, in order 
ro the” Suppreſing 'of ' them, as is done with" general Ap- 
probation and Applauſe in other ordinary Caſes, when Mens 
private Rights, the Security of the Government, or the Wel- 
fare -of the. Nation is concerned, a Work becoming Chri- 
ſtians 21: Does: it: become a' Soldier of Chriſt Jeſus to ſee 
Him publickly affronted ; to hear - his Wounds mentioned 
oftner in horrid Oaths and: Execrations, than in ferzous 
Diſcourſes ; his: Laws trampled on; and their Fellow- 
Chriſtians ro live in the open Commiſſton of ſuch Sins as 
manifeſtly tend to bring great Calamities upon them in tais 
World, to deſtroy their Souls, and draw down National Judg- 
ments, without taking any Notice of it, and only for fear of 
meeting with ſome reproachtul Words or rude Treatment 
( which yet:the Magiſtrate, if he hath a juſt ſenſe of h's 
Duty, will nor ſuffer, but ſeverely puniſlr ) from a hardned* 
Offender, or the Advocates of Vice ;-from ſuch whoſe Com- 
mendations a- virtuous Man would be inclined to-look on' as 
areal Diſparagement, and their Company a Scandal, and whe 
at: the:ſame tune they have, for their Comfort. and-Supporr, 

{ome.. 


—_— 


ſome of the great Rewards of Virtue in this World, the 
Approbation of their own Conſciences, and of good Men, 
with the hopes of an Everlaſting Reward on the other ſide 
of the Grave > Does this Behaviour adorn the Goſpe! ? 
Would the Chriſtians cf old have thought well of irz Or 
is it ſufficient for us to call our ſelves the Diſciples of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who went about doing good, without endeavour- 
ing, in any degree, to follow his glorious Example 2 


Herein then our Gentry and Commonalty ſeem to have 
2 great Opportunity of furthering the Work of Reforma- 
tion : But this is not all the Advantage they have, If the 
Laws that relate to Religion are upon ſo. many and ſuch 
momerious Conſiderations thus Zealouſly to be put in Exe- 
cution, "it is evident, that thoſe Perſons that are not only 
unconcerned for the ' Execution of thoſe Laws, but that 
violate and contemn them, cannot, with any colour of 
Reaſon, be eſteemed Friends to their Country, but rather 
as unworthy to live in it, and enjoy the common Benefits 
of it ; and if fo, they are unqueſtionably much more unfit for, 
and unworthy of Poſts of Honour and Truſt; and thoſe 
that concern themſelves for the Election or Promotion of fuch 
Perſons to ſuch Places, when Men of Virtue, may be eaſily 
found to accept of them, and perhaps offer therfff&their Choice, 
upon the account of their Titles or Eſtates, of their Relation 
or Friendſhip to them, and. I think I may further add, 
tor their being of their FaQtion or Party, muſt, I think, 
be judged to behave themſelves fo very unbecoming good 
Common-Weealths-Men and good Chriſtians, that they 
at therein as very miſchievous Members of the Com- 
munity, and even Enemies to their Religion and Coun- 
try; on the contrary, they who are truly Religious, 
who not only keep the Laws themſelves, but are diligent 
ro execute the Laws, or zealouſly encourage others in 
the furrhering the Execution of them, muſt be looked 


on, 
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on, by thoſe that make *any pretence to Virtue, as great 
Friends to the' Community, of which they are Mem- 
bers, as proper Perſons to be honourably diſtinguiſhed, 
which it behoves all Men to conſider, who are any ways 
concerned in this Matter, and would ſhew their ſincere 
Regard for the Intereſt of Religion, or their * Country, 
* particularly the Gentry and Commonalty of England, 
to whom I am addreſſing my ſelf, in the Election of their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, of Magiſtrates in Corpora- 
tions, and Subordinate Officers in them, and all other Places 
rhroughout the Kingdom, on whoſe Behaviour the Welfare 
of the Nation does ſo nwuch depend, leſt when they might 
have ferved the true Intereſts of Religion and the Nation, 
by their making Choice of fuch worthy Perſons as might. 
have proved great Bleſſings to us, if they had been thus 
employed, by rheir Faithfulneſs in their Truſts, and by the 
happy Influence of their good Example; they, on the 
other * hand, by being inſtrumental in the Promotion, of. 
vicious Men, eſpecially after the evil of their doing, ſo is, rc- 


ec 


, 


preſented to them, may perhaps draw a Guilt upon, them, 


ſelves of Partaking in other Mens Sins, of being Acceſſo- 
ry, in ſome degree, to the Miſchief that is done by the 
Negligence and  Unfaithfulneſs of ſuch Perſons in their 
Duty wiom they make Choice of, as well as by the 
malgnant Influence of their Examples upon others. 
Hath God Almighty faid, Zim that honoureth me 1 will 
honour. Hath Holy David faid, Mine Eyes ſhall be upon 
the Faithful of the Land, that they may dwelP with me : 
hz that walketh in a perfedt way, he ſhall ſerve me. Hath 
the King lately declared in his Proclamation, That vis 
cious Men are a Diſcredit to his Kingdom, and that he 
will diſcountenance and puniſh Immorality and Prophaneneſs in 
Perſons of the highest and lowes? degree, particularly in ſuch 
as are employed near his Royal Perſon; and that he will, «pon 


all Occafions, diſlinguiſh Men of Picty and Virtue by Marks of 


his 


- 
_ 


* Omres qui- 
dem Magiſtra- 
tus, in bene 
cunſtituenda 
republica con- 
venit efſe vir» 
ture praditos, 
ſed maxim*® e« 
Os qui tenato= 
riz dignitatis 
gradum obti- 
nent, nec eft 
laudanda ref 
publica in qua 
perzxque bonis 
& malis, prit- 
dentibus- & 
ftulris honores 
tribuantur , 
quare legibns 
Hos oportet 
elſe deſcriptos 
uc quorum vire 
tus induſtriagz 
fit bonorum 
approbatione 
commendata 
his honos de- 
beatar. Un- 
de in antiquo- 
rum rebuſpub. 
ſtatyz, arcus 
triumphlales, 
fepulchra pus 
blica, laudati- 
ones, & alld 
1d generis me» 
ritis tiibuan- 
tur. 
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Lis Royal Favour 2 * And, laſtly, -hath the Commons of 


Enzland, aſſembled in a late Parliament, in their Flumble' 


Addreſs to Klis Majeſty, repreſented to Him, That the De- 
bauchery of the Nation is chiefly owing to the Negligence and 
ill Example of Magiſtrates > And can any that have any 
Principles . of Virtue, and Love to their Country; that 
ſhall duly and impartially confider this, be inſtrumental 
in promoting to Places of Honour and Authority, ' and 
chuſe to eutruſt the Concerns of Religion and our 
greateſt Temporal Intereſts in the hands of prophane 
or vicious Men? How far Ignorance, Prejudice, or 
Inconſideration, may have hitherto been an "Excuſe 
for any concerned herein, T ſhall not preſume to de- 


termine, but I may be allowed to fay, that 'tis to: 
be hoped it will not be hereafter pretended by any 


Men who are ſincerely” concerned for the Honour 'and 
Intereſt of . Religion, and rhe Securiry and Proſperity” of 
their Country, who having this Matter laid” before” them, 


ſhal! not .qnly..confider the fatal Conſequences » of their: 


own il Conductiin this Matter, but the Many 'and al- 
-rn6{t um{peakable Evils that this. Nation, hath fo lo 

groaned under by the Election and Promotion -of wicked 
Men -to Places of Honour or Power ; and, on the -con- 
tary, what a Glorious jacc. of things we might- expect 
ro ſee if Men of all Ranks, as 'well as thoſe to whom 
I am addreſſing: my ſelf, would acquit themſelves herein, 
as Natural Reaſon as well as Religion may convince them 
they ought, in the Diſcouraging or Oppoſing, in their 
ſcveral Stations, the Eleftion and Promotion of wicked 
Men to publick Poſts, and thereby keeping them from 
doing ſo much M:ſchiet as they have undeniably the 
greateſt Advantage for their doing in them. And if we 
will not be moved herein by either Religious or Qivil 
Conſiderations, I muſt ask leave to ſay, that we are ſunk 
below Heatheniſm in this reſpect, the formerly: famous 
|  * Roman 
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* Roman and Grecian Common-Wealths having had the » ggug 1ice- 


greateſt regard to Virtue in the Choice of their Sena- dzmorios fe- 
tors and Magiſtrates, which ſeems to have been one of 
the greateſt cauſes of their Stability and Proſperity. And tins & mecita 


natut & reli- 
quis virtus po- 


herein the Gentry and Commonalty . of England have fuffragabat, 
IF. Nam vir- 


likewiſe manifeſtly greater Advantages and Opportunities ti, pracipud 
for the Promoting of the Work of .Reformation, for 'the habita fuit ra- 
making one brave Effort for the Intereſt of Religion and 4% vt in ali 

| , 4 I . omnibns apud 
Virtue, for the Honour and Welfare of Exzland, and there- eos; irs etiam 
by to recover the former Glory. of their Anceſtors, who in quibutvis 


| G X "IS Magittratibus 
were Famous tor their Virtue, || and Love to: their Coun- 4 


try, and which appeared ſo glorious in the Heroes of Nic. Craz. R5- 


the Gentile World. And for the Encouragement * de Rep: 


Lacedem. 


of - thoſe that are deſtitute of the Advantages .of Riches F: p1ay de 
and Honours, of Authority and Learning, to uſe their bac repub. ita] 


Dihgence and Zeal.in the Inftances I have given, or in any ©; aire 


- pe BY Pins ds Aaxifw 
other Expreſſions of their Duty for the Promoting of 'this wine, +4r+ 34 
| | Ty Troy Vaudy 
-Sandi8tren;471rorta- 3 Yor @>, & Bana x drain Napipeontr, 3d) iriver eruld 2% vepatr p55. 
Cujus ſenteritize fuit & Zenophon libro de repub., Lacedemon, Plato divinitus hoc allatum 


confiltium affirmare non dubitat. Non enim, inquit, decet in civitate honores ided in pretio 
illos adminiftrat, aut ce'er fit, ant 


eſſe, quod is ui eos gerat, divitiis excellat ;3 neg quidem v_ 
-formoſus, aut robuſtus, nifi aliqua preter hxc adht virtns, & ea _ 
tia minim> abfit, quod politicum preceptum in quavis republica ſervari ex uſu effect. 
henes Grazcus (cribit, tantum 7x5 zante Ciuylas, in ordinem Senatorum ' 
Juſta lege quaſi annuaria definita in Senatoribus, fuit annorum fexaginta. 
qui non hunc annum attigerat, vel eo major ellet, 
prazciput defiderabatur, 

Sic Populus Romanus deligit Magiſtratus quaſi Reipublicz villicor, in quibus Giqua pi#terea 
eft ars facile patitur, fin minus virtute'eorum & innocentia contentus eft, Tl; Oratio cum Plancio, 
Satiz elſe virtutem & innocentiam in Magiſtratu, | | 

Novemviri apud Athenienſes antequam afſumerentur ad Magiftratum illum, de omni vita 
ata caufam dicere folebant, quod fi nullam dedecoris labem perpetua innocentia con= 
traxifl: videbantur, ad 7% «gyxWw adumebantur, deinde Mayiftratus geſti cauſam dicentes, 
rationeſque ferenres, fi tum quoque innocentes uſquequaque apparuifient, ad Areopageticum 
Senatum conſcribantur, Solonis lege, Sam. Petites de Legioums Attics fol, rgo. Introtuce- 
bantur autem omnes illi Magiftratus quorum anteaCtam vitam expendi, & cam inquirt oparter, 
Petitus fol. 223. 

|| Kadem torma in elegendis Dunmviris, quz in cieandis Decurionibus obſervabatur, hoc ex- 
cepto,quod Duumviri tribus anteaut pluribus menhbus quam Magiſtratum inirent pominabantut 2 
ut 6 fie juſtam honoris cauſam habuiſſent, alii eorum loco Congruo tempore ſ1bftitui potent, 
Panciro'li Notttia Dignita'um utrinſque Imperis. 

N Wort, 


virtus 4 qua temperan- 
Et Demo- 
tas deinde 


n fe Non enim rccipiatur, .| 
Cxteris vita honelt acta in Senatoribus 
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confaderare 
velit, Omnes 
eos vel laitem 
maximain 


partem eorum, 
qui in hoc toto 
#errarum orbe 


res przitan- 
tiores aggrelli 
ſunt, atque 10- 
ter CX#xteros 
vi ſui he- 
roes excellue- 
runt, aut ob- 
ſcuro, aut ab- 
zecto loco e- 
ditos, & Prog- 
natos fuifſe ab- 
zecis parenti- 
bus, 

Non eft piz- 
tereundum 
mNaxumnorum 


 virorum plie- 


rolque patres 


Tres 
cas fuifle, Sca- 
Eger. ' 

* Alii pro pe- 
cunia emiunCt 
Nobilitatem, 
alii Mam le- 


 Rocinio, alil 


veneficiis, ali? 
parricidis ; 

multis perdi- 
tia nobllita- 


tem conciliatz- be qgbrained without: 


plerig; adula- 
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Work, FI will put them in mind, that it hath been ſong 
obſerved, that the Petſons who have thought to have per- 
formed the braveſt ARtions, and done the greateſt Service 
to the Worlc, have generally been Men of obſcure Birth 
and Parentage, who were without Riches and Honours, 
and often without Learning ; of which a mulritnde of [n- 
ſtances might be given, it 'twas-neceſlary here to inſerr 
them. That tho 'tis freely allowed, that Authority 
and Quality, when they are accompanied with Virtue, as 
they ought to be, or when they are the Rewards of it, 
*which roo feldom happens, are truly honourable, and 
enable thoſe that have them to be more ſerviceable to 
the Intercſt of Religion, and the Good of Mankind, 
which is its proper Buſineſs; but when they are ſe- 
parated from Virtue, they render thoſe that poſſeſs them 
truly ſcandalous, and highly pernicious. "Tis true like- 
wife, That when Learning is purſued for the Service of 
Religion, and Good of the World, it is both innocent 
and laudable, and the Advantages of it for that end are 
confeſt ; yer tis plain, from too ſad Expericnce, that *tis 
too generally fought upon baſe Conſiderations, and fre- 
quently-applied to very ill Parpoſes ; as is allow'd; when 'tis 
made nſe of for the Raiſing of Hereſies, the Adulterating or 
Contounding the Simplicity of the Chriſtian DoGrine with» 
Philotophical DiſtinEtions, or to the raiſing and continuing 
of unneceſſary Diſputes out of Pride and Vanity, of 
Paſſion or Worldly Intereſt, to the Ruine of Charity, 
and manifeſt Tnjury of Religion. But as Virtue may 
great Knowledge, and is truly 


rione, detrattione. Aneas Sylvim; Hunc ulurz ditarunt, illum ſpolia, proditiones; hic vene- 
acus ditarus, ile adulationibus ; huic adulteria lacrum prazbent, nonnuliis mendaciaz quidam 


ex conjuge queaſtum facjunt, pleriq; ex natis. 


« Aude. aJiquid brevibus gyaris, aut carcere dignum $i vis efſe aliquid, 
Indignifiimns digniffimo prefertur, plerungz itlaudatus laudatiſimo, 


Aſell; ornantur phaleris, dephalerantur equi. 
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* honourable without any Ornaments from Birth and 
Honour, Authority or Learning ; ſo it makes Men ca- 
pable of doing much good ; Let them conſider not only 
this; but further, That it pleaſes Almighty God ſome- 
timcs to raiſe the Spirits of Men above their natural pitch 
for great Performances, to make uſe of mean and contem- 
ptible Inſtruments, in Humane Appearance, to bring about 
rhe great Ends of his Providence, whereby his Wiſdom 
and Power 1s more viſible, and the Pride of. Man is more 
humbled ;. and that among the various Inſtances of 
this kind, which Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory acquaint 
us with, he did fo in the Publiſhing of Chriſtianity, when he 
choſe the fooliſh things of the World to confound the Wiſe, and 
the weak things of the Warld to confound the things which are 
Mighty ; when he. Commiſſioned a few mean and illite- 
rate Perſons to Preach the Goſpel, which notwithſtand- 
iog prevailed over the Policy and Learning, the Worldly 


Intereſt and Prejudice, the Strength and Oppoſition of the 


World; and that as then not wany Wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble were called; fo in 


the Ages ſince, tho' there hath been of all Conditions, as 


well Noble, as Ignoble ; Learned, as literate z Kings, and 
Philoſophers ; Emperors, and States-Men, who have been 
truly devoted to Religion, and have ſhewed the mighry 
Power and Energy of it, and adorned. the Ages in which 
they have lived; * yet it hath been a general Obſer- 
vation among Heathens as well as Chriſtians, and 'ris a 
terrible one for great Men t6 reflet upon, That Riches 
and Honours do in the Nature of them tend to corrupr 
Mens Minds, are great Clogs to Wiſdom, mighty Obſtru- 
Rtions in the Buſineſs of the Chriſtian Wartare to thoſe 
that poſleſs them : And therefore, That the Great and rhe 
Noble are too generally diverted and carried away from the 
One thing neceſſary, the working out- of their own Salvation, 
and conſequently thggr being concerned tor that of others, 

N 2 bY 


 ®Virtute tua 


major, quam 
ant Hetruſci 
impern fortu- 
NI, aut numjC- 
roſa & decora 
prolis faelicie 
fate beatior e» 
vadis, Nohi- 
litas ſola eft ac 
unica virtus. 


1 Cor. 1, 27, 


* Luxuriant 
aniumi rebus 
plerunque fſe- 
cundis, 
Turpi frege- 
runt fecula 
lnxu Divitiz 
molles, 
Pecuniis au- 
getur impro* 
bitas. 

Non invenitur 
ſapientia in 
terra fuavi- 
t6r viventium. 
Divitiz ſecult 
ſunt laquet 
diaboli. 

Divitis rar0 
virtutis funt 
COmites. _- 
Pictas, probi» 
tas, fides, pri- 
vata bona (uot. 
Fortuna quem 
nimium fovey, 
{tultum tacit» 


aſt. obtain of themſelves.to declare fer oppreſſed Virtue, 
| and. 
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by the violent Temptations that their Condition expoſes and 


ſubjeRs them to, which Perſons of a lower Rank are much 
without ; wherefore our Saviour hath aflur'd us how hard 
it is for a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of Fleaven ; 
out of a ſenſe whereof a great Number of Chriſtians in 
moſt, if not all Ages, have refuſed Titles and Honours, 
and have rcnounced Riches and Worldly Grandeur: Nay, 
Emperors and Princes, Kings and Queens, have for- 
faken their Crowns, their Fortunes and Territories, for a 
ſafe and happy Retirement: And- it accordingly appears, 
by the Account that is. given of the Endeavours that 
have been fo ſucceisful towards a National Reformation, 
That as they were nat begun, fo they have not been 
aſſiſted by many of the Rich and Mighty, but by Per- 
ſons of a lower Rank, who ſubmitted to be reckoned 
Diſturbers of the publick - Peace, Imprudcnt' and Hypo- 
critical Perſons, &c, as the Chriſtians of old ' were by 
the Heathens, and as ſuch will hardly fail to 'be who in a 
corrupt Age ſhall faithfully go about to convince fome Men 
of their Lukewarmneſs and Negle&t of their Duty, and 
to diſturb the Generality in their Vices ; who were Willing, 
I ſay, to bear the Cenſures, the eruel Mockings, and 
the Frowns of the World, * and perhaps ſome of them to 
hazard their Lives for the Vindicating of the Honour of the 
Laws of God, the Gond of Souls, and the Service of their 
Country ; and that tho' it may perhaps be expeded from 
the Character of ſome few of the Great and Noble among 
us, Who ſeem to be much more honourably diſtinguiſh'd 
from thoſe of their own high Rank, by their Virtue, than 
they are from thoſe below them, by their Quality, that they 
have it in their Inclinations, as it ſeems to be in their 
Power, with God's Bleſſing, to be Inſtruments of Reforming 
us from publick Prophaneneſs and Immoralities ; yer, that 
4is ſkill to be icared, that great Men will not generally at: 
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and engage in its Cauſe till it hath regained its Reputation 
more generally in the World, and it 1s accounted a Mark 
of greater Infamy to be vicious. | 

Prophaneneſs and Debauchery have, in truth, been 
ever Infamous in the Opinions 'of the wiſe and good 
Men fn-all Ages of the World, and treated as ſuch by 
the Religion and Laws of Heathen Nations, as well as 
by the Chriſtian Religion, and. the Laws of our own 
Conntry ; which Jaſtice and” Temperance, Chaſtity and 


- Truth, never were, that I know of, by any; nay, there 


have never, I conceive, been many Men fſo loſt to the 
Notions of Good and Evil, as ſeriouſly to fet a Mark 
of Infamy upon ſome Men for their Virtue, or to make 
Panegyricks upon others for their Vices ; and neitheft the 
Number or the Quality of rhoſe tliat are guilty of 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery can any more alter the 
Nature of them, or ' can take oft them that Inſamy that 
the Law of God, the Laws of Nations and the Law of 
Nature have fixt on them, than they can the Nature of 
Murther,' Bribery, or Theft ; and as they are infamous in 
cheir Nature, they will' every day more appear to be ſo, 
if we contipue to prake our vigorous Efforts againſt them. 
It will not ere long be thought creditable for Men of an inte» 
rior Rank to be carried through the Streets before the Ma- 
giſtrate, or to be put'in the Stocks, to do there publick 
Penance for the Violation of Divine and Humane Laws : 
Or will it be Honourable for Men of Title or Authority, 
who have thought themſelves unfit for gentile Converſation 
without a large ſhare of Lewdneſs, have reckoned it. 
Wit to Blaſpheme, and have, 'tis believed, made thew way 
to their Preferments by their Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, 

to have the Penalties of thoſe Laws levied upon them in 
the Sight of their Neighbours or their Country ; to be. 
upon Record; and to be difabled, for thoſe Offences, tor. 


Places of Honour, of Publick and Private Truſts ; to b& 
toll 
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told before the Congregation Four times a Year by the 
King, in his Proclamation, that he reckons them to be a 
Diſcedir to his Kinzdom, and ſtrictly Commands + their 
being brought to Shame and Puniſhment ; and, by their 
Miniſter at the ſame time, that they ought to be 
avoided by Men of Religion, to be excluded from Chriſtian 
Communion till they reform, and that they wall, unleſs 
they do ſo, be ſhut out of Heaven, and be condemacd 
to unipeakable and everlaſting Confuſion and Torment 2 
In ſhort, we may in a little time fee a Drunkard, a Lewd 
or a Prophane Perſon, tho' a Man of the greateſt Quality 
or Eſtate, who now paſſes with too little Remark and 
Contempr, and is kept in countenance by the Multitude 
of Offenders of the fame kind, make but a very ſcurvy 
figure, be aſhamed to ſhew himſelf in any Company, 
but of ſuch as are like himſelf, abandoned of all ſenſe 
of true Honour as well as Religion, and ſhunned by all 
but the unclean Herd of the Vicious and Prophane, who 
may ere long be aſhamed of one another in the ſight of 
the Sun, and may be forced to converſe, or rather to 
have their gangs as High-way-Men, Clippers and Coi- 
ners have, in dark Corners, and in fear of being diſco- 
vered. This is part of the Glorious Proſpe&t that we 
have in view, whilſt we continue to make our vigorous 
Eflorts againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs: And is there any 
doubt whether they that acquit themſelves in this Noble 
Enterprize as they ought will entitle themſelves to great 
Acknowledgements from the preſent Age, and from Poſte- 
rity, ſince the Influence of their good Example, and the 
happy EfteRts of their pious Endeavours, may laſt to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, as long as the Nation, and perhaps the 
Worid may laſt ? | 

Let then the Men of the World, whoſe Hopes terminate 
with this Life, purſue Honours and Titles, and what in 
their fooliſh Language they call their Worldly Advantages ; 
let them that think of no other Happineſs, court FR 
ltr, 
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Air, intrigue and fawn, drudge- and ſcramble for little 
parcels of Earth, which it they meer with are their 
Portion, attended with Fear and Envy, Jealouſic and 
Hatred, Anxiety and Grief, * which are their ſecret 


» * O fi peRora 
pateant Givi» 
and almoſt conſtant Tormenrors, and make them as tum, quantss 
the Scripture expreſſes it, as the troubled Sea that can- Mus yen. 
- Q 
wot reſt: But tet thoſe that can look on thele de- ins > Brus 


luded and miferable Souls with a juſt Pity ; that know tio coro pul- 


| : 097 Y . lante fretum 
the Pleaſures of Innocence ; rhat are acquainted with rhe ws 


Triumphs of Conſcience that ariſe from the ſenſe of their <. 
having ſerved their God, their Country, and themſelves; Qew mibi 
| "3" : .* regem dYabis 
that hope, after a few Years, for an Everlaſting Inheri- ,Q, curis pte- 
tance, and unſpeakable Joy at God's Right-hand ; that num; non dia- 
believe that our Blefſed Saviour + Chri/# Jeſus was mani- —_ aſpicias, 
: tam affli- 
feſted that he might defiroy the Works of the Devil, &ione rcter- 
think it more honourable to be employed. in the  Pro- tomy eo 
moting the ſame Glorious Deſign to the utmoſt of (17a cure. 
their Power, and by all Chriſtian Methods, according rum multitu- 
to their Abilities and Opportunities, than to be' Fa- ine": 


vourites of the | oe Prince, than to be Maſters of teas cuiminis 
[ 


the World: We ſhall indeed meet with many Diſcourages quam tempe- - 


ments, and much Reſiſtance in theſe Endeavours. The 0, tin ©. 


Reformation of a Nation, particularly that is ſo very de» zz neque con- 
generate, that a great part of it ſeems to a as if it had Fuaris fum- 
entred into a Combination againſt Religion, cannot be ek 
thought to be an eafie Work ; we never, I ſuppoſe, heard of muitus men- 
ſuch a one in any Age that was cſteed withour Oppolirion. —_ _ —_—_\ 
The firſt Attempts, eſpecially of a NationahkReformation, cum te&a vo- 
unle(s they have the Advantages of Power, of Intereſt, or of lantes. 
Numbers of Mea to ſupport them, mult be attended with þ , 7,4, >. s, 
oreat Difficulties; thoſe that are engaged in_ them may 

expect ro wreſtle not only againſt the Paſſions and Luſts 

of private Men, but againſt Principalities and Powers, a- 

cainſt the Strength and Policy of the Prince, as well as 


Men of this Wor d, ſince thoſe that moſt nced Reformation 


will 
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will moſt -expiode the Attempts of it, :and oppoſe it; and 


among them there will be often ſuch met with as by their 


Quality or Intereſt, their Power or their Authority, will 
be moſt capable to obſtruct it; and there will be others, 
who, when they have not Power, or they dare not opeply 
oppoſe the Undertaking, will be ſpreading their Jealouſies, 
that ſome ſecular Intereſt or dangerous. Deſign 1s carrying 
on under ſuch plauſible Pretences, and will uſe their utmoſt 
diligence to find Fault with the manner ( how regular 
ſoever it be ) of its being carried on, or to raiſe Obje Hons 
againſt rhe Perſons engaged 1n it; and when rhey- eannot 
find any real ones, they will have recourſe to their iaven- 
tions, to down-right Slanders, to miſ-repreſent them, as the 


Heathen Perſecutors did the Martyrs, to expoſe them the 


more to the Peoples Hatred and Roge nay, and that which 
makes the Work yet the more difficult is, that there will 
not .be wanting another kind of Men, and. indeed, I con- 
_ _ \ De mO_ w_ of Enemies "Nor ſuch wy De- 
gn, who through ſome unk Principles ' or Prejudices 
are nor only content to fit Na + wat yo and to be 


unconcerned in this Matter, bur perhaps to excuſe 
themſelves from giving that Aſſiſtance which might other- 


wiſe be with Modeſty expeded from them; and to 
prevent the Cenſure that may be apt to fall upon them 
for their i}l Condud, are very ready to declare the Attempts 
of this kind impracticable, unſeaſonable, or 1mprudent, . as 
they do moſt other things of the ſame nature ; which, 'tis 
much to be both feared and lamented, many of them want 
either Zeal, br perhaps Honeſty to undertake, which Men 
of no leſs true Wiſdom, if that Principle, whether 4t be 
called Caution 'or Policy, that keeps Mcn from doing their 
Duty, do deſerve the Name of Folly, rather than Wit 
dom, not only attempt, bur ſurmount the appearing, 
Difficulties of But tho' Reſiſtance to the firſt- At- 


tempts of Reformation - from the Powers of - Darkneſs and 
| the 
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the corrupt Nature of Man 'was plainly foreſeen, and 
may have been experienced by thoſe concerned in the 
Traniachons I have given an account of, and may be 
{til} expected in ſome: meaſure in" the Profecution of 'it ; 
yet as twas at firſt neceſhary ' ro undertake it, ſo 'ris 
{till -as neceſſary 'to purſue | it. ' Nay, the higher 
the Tide of Debauchery and Prophaneneſs runs, the more 
evident. Reaton there is for us to look to our Banks, to ule 
ail proper Methods for the Oppoſing of it, and the more 

encrous and brave is the Oppoſition, unleſs *'tis more rea- 
Dnable to give way to it, and expe an.Inundation of Wick- 
edne(s and Ruine, than to endeavour-to prevent it, ſince as 
the, Caſe will grow the worſe, and” more deſperate by the 
dclay, 1o the ObjeCtions that ate/now made againſt it will | 
thereby grow the ſtronger. - : t; 11 EF 
Let then the Qppotition to: this Enterprize be as great 
and - deſperate, and from 'as'various Cauſes as we can well 
ſuppoſe it ; if thoſe who are engaged in it do fincerely pro- : 
e God's Glory and the: Good of Mankind in their En- 
deavours ; if they: often!;turn their Thoughts within them- 
ſelves, as well as- upon the' Faults of others, and endeavour 
to be blameleſs and harmleſs, and without Rebate in the Philip. 2. 15, 
midſt of a perverſe Generation ; if they continue to take great 
Care that their Conduct in this Aﬀair be regular, governed 
by the Laws of the Land, and the Precepts of rheir Reli- 
g10n, remembring that the Goodneſs of no end can make 
Evil mcans lawful, and as free as far as 'tis poſlible trom 

_ Imprudencics and Inadvertencies, to which the wifeſt 
and beſt Men arc ſubjet, and therefore are no reaſon- 
able Objection againſt a good Deſign to honeſt Men, 

that know how to give all juſt Allowances to Hu- 

mane Frailties in a Work of Difficulty, wherein many un- 
expected Occurrences will ariſe, Numbers of Men are en- 
gaged, and who wiki be ſomerimes taken unprepar'd and at 
diladvantage by bad.and deſigning + IIs who will nor fail 
| Lo 
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to wait for their Halting; and to improve 'all kind 'of Ad-. 
vantages againſt them; ' if they go on with Diligence 
and Reſolution, conſtdering that So/omor's Direction, What- 
ever thy Fland findeth tor do, doit with all thy Might, in 
this Work ſeerms more eſpecially to be regarded by thoſe 
who are employed in ut, a Woe being pronounced againſt 
them that do the Work of the Lord vegligently, and a Crown 
being promiſed to them 2hat are faithful to Death; if, laſtly, 
they cry mightily to God, to whoſe Omnipotence no ith. 
culties are efiivencble and without whom nothing is ſtrong, 
no means can attend their end, ' tor his gracious Direction 
and merciful Afiftance in'a Work of Hazard and Difficttlty, 
wherein Wiſdom and Contitancy, the whole Armour of the 
Goſpel ſeems requiſite, the Honvur and Intereſt of Religion, 
and the Good of Souls ſeem to be fo much concern'd, 
to prevent their being affaulced with ſuch vigkent Tem- 
ptations that might overcome them, 'or to 'give ther 
{uch extraordinary Supports 'and Comforts as may (enable 
them to bear up under them ; ' and they humbly depend 
more upon: his Direction and Bleſſing than there own Dili-- 
gence: and Conduct, contidering' that after all we can do 
we are but unprofiiable Servants ;' that the Zeal we have 
for God's Honour, and the Succeſs of it is from Him; and 
that - our beſt Endeavours herein, as well as 'our other 
Performances, wilt have a great mixture of Humane Frailty. 
If they thus go on with Sincerity, with Prudence, with 
Courage, . with Humility, and 'truſt. in Gcd, they may, 1 
think, face all the World, 'we may foon fee what 
Courage Vice hath, whether Prophaneneſs and Debauchery 
wyll be able to hold up their heads with their Supporters, 
( which they have too long had within our Memory) 
as, Religion hath often done without them, "and when 
the Powers of the World have been” againſt it: No, Sin 
is of che Nature of the Devil, its Author, cowardly and 
{neaking, and will, with God's Bleſſing, give way when 

thus 
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thus oppoſed, which thoſe concerned” in the TranfaRions 1 
have given an Account of have appar ex rg a” and 
who have had ſo great Succeſs, as makes it 'very evident 
that a general Concurrence of -good Men'may, with God's 
Blefling, effect. a general Reformation ;'but” if the Concur- 
rence of Men of Religion ſhould not prove ſo univerſal as is 
hoped it will, or it our -Endeavours ſhould not ſucceed to 1 
National Reformation, as is propofed, we may” however 
hope to do S great deal of good'; we ſhall beuy our Teſti- 
mouy to Religion againſt the' 'Corruptions of the Age, and 
we - ale I chink, tail of giving 2 great:Check' to Sablick 
Wickednets; and tho' -we- ſhould nor after all, by ouc 
Prayers and Endeavours, prevent the Deluge' of Calamities 
that threaten us, an Ark -may mercitully be provided for 
us, Wwe may deliver our own - Souls, and it will then be 
known who they-are that areto'be thanked that a thorough 
Reformation was not effected; and the Mifery of the Nation 
prevented ; not only thoſe who by defperately diſcouraging 
and oppoſing pious and (proper Endeavours for Promoting s 
Reformation, ſeem t be of the Number of thoſe that may 
be faid, in ſomeſenſe, to fght. againſt God ; but thote likewilc 
that deſpiſed the Warnings we gave them-of their Danger, 
all the Perſuaſions with which we prefled them to ſer abour 
ir, and would not be prevatked with to give any: hearty 
Aſſiſtance to the Work. Suppoſing then that we are ro 
prepare, in the Proſecution of this Enterprize, for evil Sur- 
muſings and reproachful Words; for Storms of ,Mahce and 
WL Will, which the Enemy of all Goodneſs and the. Paſſions 
of Men may be expeCted to raiſe, this, I conceive, may, now 
the Tide is turning, be gencrally the greateſt Oppaſition of rhe 
moſt infatuated and ſenſeleſs Slaves of Vice; for in Reve-' 
rence to our common Nature I muſt preſume, that .there 
are few that will-be deelared Agents tor the Devil, that are 
io.. abandoned of all-fenfe - of 'Honour, all Concern tor their 


Reputation, as -to-enter publickly the Lifts, and venture 
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their Lives for his Service. And as: wicked Men have: the 
worſt Cauſe, they have, I think, no ſettled and ſteady Prin- 
ciples to a& upon, but. little true Courage, and: no Faith 
among them; they , will often betray one another when 
Occaſion offers, and therefore we may conclude that-they 
will never make a firm ſtand againſt the united Body of 
good Men if they acquit .thernſelves as they ought in fo 
Elorious an Undertaking. 


To the Men of Religion and Virtue of all- Ranks, Orders. 
aud Denominations, without . diſtinction, 1 ask leave there- 
fore, in this common Cauſe of Religion, humbly to apply my 
felf. Your Religion 15 avowedly. attacqued by the deſperate 
Rebels of Chriſtianity, . and Enemies, to: Virtue ; your God 
is publickly diſhonoured, yea, ſometimes, 'tis ſtill to be feared, 
Blaſphemed, for the Entertainment of Perſons of all Degrees, 
all Ages, and both Sexes ; His Laws are/trampled on ; His 
Servants deſpis'd ; the Notions of Good, and Evil are en- 
deavoured to be confounded, and your Country is in immi- 
nent danger of being loſt, 1t. in the preſent Conteſt between 
Religion and DNebauchery Religion does not prevail. You 
are all confeſſedly, by your Baptiſmal Engagement, liſted 
Soldiers for God's Service, againſt the Devil's Kingdom. 
And as Ged hath an undoubted Title to.your Service; the King. 
by publickly. declaring for a vigorous Execution -of the Laws 
againſt publick Wickedneſs, and the Cauſe of Religion, hath 
given you an happy Opportunity. of diſcharging your 
Fidelity and Zcal for your. Great Lord -and Maſter; and 
your Fellow- Chriſtians, who are. already ſucceſsfully' en- 
gaged' in a brave Oppoſition to Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
to theſe Rebels to Religion, and Enemies to your Country; 
ſeem to call on you to enter. into, their, pious Confederacy, 
as Moſes heretofore did on the {/raezites, when he ſtood. in; the 
Gate of the Camp; Who i on the Lord's fide, let him 
come unto me? Or as Holy David of old, Who wil! riſe up 

with 
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with me againſt the Evil doers> Who will ſtand up with me © 
againſt the Workers of Iniquity > - Now then is the Time, if 
you. are yet willing to make one general and brave Effort 
for the Intereſt of Religion, for the Honour * and Welfare 
of the Exgii/h Nation: And wilt you any longer defer 
your Declaring and Engaging in this Glorious Work, now 
it ſeems fo apparent that this Cloud that appeared fo little to 
you at firſt is like to overſpread onr whole* Horizon; that 
one of the moſt plauſibleand uncomfortable Objections which 
was made to this Undertaking,” of its being imprafticable, 
which we have too . much reafon to ſuſpe&t to be upon 
other like Occaſions. a frequent Excuſe for Fear, of La- 
zineſs, or: want of good Principles, is taken off, by the 
great Succeſs that hath attended it; that the Heat of 
the Day, the fierceft Oppoſition” to theſe Attempts, 
ſeems 'much over; and that you have fo very great rea- 
ſon to conclude that the Virtuous part of the Nation, of 
all Parties, will -fall in and give their Aſſiſtance in -ir, 
when more particular” Methods ſhall be laid before them; 
that if we point our unired Batteries againſt the ſtrong 
holds of Debauchery and Prophaneneſs; if we proſecute 
this Religious War with Conduct and Reſolution, which 
is-ſo ſucceſsfully begun with- ſo unequal a humane force, 
we have Victory. in- view, we may; with God's Bleſſing, 
ſce a Reformation throughly efte&ted, and put upon fſuclt 
a-firm Foundation, as that it may not be eaſily in the Power 
of a vicious Court, or of a degenerate Nobility or Gentry, 
in a ſucceeding Reign to overturn it, again- to debauch the 
Nation, and | bring it in ſuch danger of Ruinc. But is 
it. not. enough that you that have had an early Know- 
ledge of theſe Tranſaftions, have not ſooner engaged in a 
Gauſe which you could not well be ſuppoſed, without great 
Inconfideration or Prejudice, but ſecretly ro approve of under 
all its Diſadvantages, when it was in its ſalt the ſame as it 
is -2ow. with its. Succeſs, and- meerly :perhaps ayers you 
chought - 
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thought the Service might be too hot for you, and there- 


fore you left it to others to engage in an Oppoſition to Vice 


whilſt it was Triumphant, to fall upon it in 1ts Intrench- 
ments, to bear the brunt of the Batrle, and referved your 
ſelves. for leſs doubtful and dangerous Service, till the. main 
Body of the Nation: ſhould come up, and Victory thould 
be turning on the fide of Virtue? QCowardice in this 
Cale, as in War, may be almoſt as miſchievous and as 
criminal as Treachery. Where is then your Zeal for God, or 
Charity for Man, if you appear {till ſo unconcerned whe- 
therReligionor Prophaneneſs prevails, if after Zen Years are 
paſt of a Reign in which we had reaſon to promiſe our ſelves 
2 Reformation would be carried on, and be rhe Glory 
of it, you {till frame further Excuſes to poſtpone it, and 
ſuch weak ones too as will very hardly paſs with a Mortal 
Man, who underſtands what indiſpenfibie Obligations Reli- 
gion lays upon us, heartily to ſet about. 1t 5 but ſurely not 
with the living God, that ſees not as Man ſees, hut ſearches the 
Heart 2 Do you think this Nation hath not bled and fuftered 
long enough tor our inexcuſable Delays, our deferring this 
neceflary Work? How can you reconcile your Neutrality 
to the Promiſes which many of you may be ſuppoſed to have 
made in the late days of your Humiliation, or the Prayers 
that moſt of you put up to God for a National Refor- 
mation? How 1s it conſiſtent with the Pretenfions you 
make of your being of the pureſt Religion, -or of the beſt 
conltitured Church + What do you think of that De- 
claration of your Bleſſed Saviour, He that 15 not with me 
is againff me? Can you perſwade your ſelves that your 
continuing your Neutrality till the Victory is either fo 
gained on the ſide of Religion, that rhere will be little need 
of your Alliftance; or that the Intereſts . of Religion are 
depretied, and ycur Country ruined, { which there'is ſuch 
Danger of ) beyond the Example of former Ages, de- 
{crves either the Name of Bravery, or the Wiſdom that is 


from 
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from Above > Difficulties and Sufferings are ſurely the 
proper Exerciſe of Virtue, are as it were the Teſt and 
Touch-ſtone of a Noble Mind ; and therefore the Per- 


ſons who in all Apes have been 
and Braveſt, and to have deſerved b 
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elt of Mankind, have 
been thoſe, who - for the Vindication of Truth, the 
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Cauſe of Religion, and the Service of their Country, have Seneca. 


cheerfully undergone Tenominy, Baniſhment, and Death 
through rhe Mahgnity of rhe Times; popular Fury, 


Tyranny of Governments ; *inſomuch, that the moſt. ccle- 
brated Heathen Morahſts and Plilofophers declared, "That a 


Man could hatdly he ſuppoſed to be Virtuous without Suffering for 
being fo. ' And one of them could bravely thus exprefs him- 
ſelf to this purpoſe: If a Man can ſee a Sword at his Eyes 


without winking ; tf he can make it an indifferent Matter 
ro him whether his Life gocs out of his Throat, or ar his 
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Morth ;- if he canſhear himſelf ſentenced to Baniſhment, or” dum tu:ba de- 


Torments, and can fay, A! this I amprovided for ; this is, ſays 


he, the Temper of Mind thatmakes him grear. According] 

Socrates obtained fo great Fame for his. Suffering Death 
with Conſtancy for his Religion. Ari#ides his Juſtice, and 
Rutilins his. Integrity and Courage, were more fignalized 
by rheir Baniſhmert But not to fend Chriſtians 
to learn Conſtancy in Suffering for a good Cauſe to Hea- 
thens, among whom tt was, 1n the firſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity, a common Saying, T7 hat the Chriſtians only were De- 
[piſers of Death. So that Ortzen conld boldly tell them, We cau 
as cheerfully lay down our Lives for our Religion, as the har- 
dieFf” Philoſopher of you can lay down his Coat, Did the 
Martyrs and Confefſours count it fo great an Honour and 
Happineſs to ſuffer Bonds and Imprifonment, Exile, and all 
kinds- of  Dearh, to be Rackt,” Burnt, Stoned, Boiled, to 


be- thrown 'to wild Beafts, and condemned ta the Mines, | 


ſor the Hononr of their Lord and Maſter, and the Salva- 


rion. of their own Souls ; and laught at all the Methods of 


Cruelty, 
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Cruelty, and tired out the Malice of their Perlecutouts? and 
by theſe means, as the Roman Emperour, Marcus Antoninus, 
told the common Aſſembly at Epheſas, in his Letter to 
them, to ſtop the blind Rage of the Pagan Prieſts and 
People againſt them, ® They were always Conquercurs, Could 
ſuch vaſt Numbers of Perſons, of both Sexes, of all Ages 
and ſuch various Conditions, more greedily court Martyrdom, 


than, as Sulpitius Severus oblerves, Men did in after-Ages 


ſeek Biſhopricks and Preferments 1n the Church, and valued 
it more than Crowns and Scepters? infomuch, that a ge- 
neral Council thought fit to reſtrain their Expoſing them- 
ſelves unneceſſarily to it. And . can the Diſciples of the 
ſame Crucify'd Saviour, who arc obliged by him 70 bear the 
Croſs, to rejoyce and be exceeding oalad when they are Reviled 
and Perſecuted for his Sake ; and are directed by the Apoſtle 
to count it all Foy when they fall into divers Temptations, be 
aftrighted at al! Appearances of Sufterings.in a good. Cauſe, 
think the danger only of mecting with Shame, or-orher little 
Inconveniencies, a ſufficient Excuſe for their not appearing 
for the Honour of their Lord and Maſter, and the Saving 
of their Country? Nay, Can the Soldier endure all the 
Fatigues, and venture all the Hazards of War, - make his 
way through Blood and Bullets, Fire and Water, upon no 
higher Motives generally, tis to. be feared, than for a 
larger Pay, or a greater Poſt of Honour. in 'an Army ; 
to be talkt of by thoſe that have no more Reaſon than 
himſelf, or have little elſe to do? Can the Courter, 
ina corrupt Reign, intrigue and, plod, Iye and fawn, 
loſe his Reſt, and waſt his Spirits, endure the Frowns 
of Men, and the Reproaches of his own Conſcience, to 
pleaſe an Earthly Prince, that is compoſed of the fame Ele- 
ments with himſelf? Can the Covetous Man drudge and 
ſweat, pinch Nature, and haraſs it, live Poorly -and Con- 
temptibly, for the miſerable Conſideration of filling his 
Cheſts tull of poliſhed Earth, or lcaving it for a Son _ 
often 
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often takes almoſt as much Pains to damn his Soul in 
Spending it, as his Father might his, without Repentance, 


by his unjuſtifiable Methods of Getting it > Can the Sons 
of Wine and Luſt be content to brute their Minds, and 


ruine their Bodies, bear the Cries of _ruined Tradeſmen, 


and of their miſerable Families, to tranſmit Poverty and 
Diſeaſe, Infamy and Miſery to their Poſterity ; to watch and 
fear, to rot and roar for their unlawful and beaſtly Plea- 


fures2 Can the Libertine, when his Conſcience will not - 


ſuffer him to be caſte in his Sins, when he wiſhes there 
was no R_ 1n this World, nor future Account in the 
next, be indefatigable in raking out of all the Heathen 
Authors, and our ' Medern Plays, all Expreſſions that may 
favour his Licentiouſneſs, and may help to beget or 
ſtrengthen his Infidelity; 'in ſhort, take more pains to 
ſilence and ſtupifie his Conſcience than might, with God's 
Bleſſing, be ſufficient, if it were well appli , to ſubdue his 
vicious Habits, to be wiſe, and to be happy 2 Can theſe 
Men be thus refolute, diligent and daring in the purſuit of 
their Sins, or the empry things of this World, that neither 
Frowns nor Favours, Hazards nor Difficulties, do make any 
ſuch Imprefſion upon them, as either to deter or allure 
them from the Proſecution of their Defigns, or from treaſuring 
up to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day f Wrath ; and ſhall the 
Profelytes of Religion, that know 1ts ineſtimable Value, 
be fo faint-hearted and fneaking in its Glorious Cauſe, and 
in the diſcharge of their Duty, for the obtaining 
an Everlaſting Happineſs, that every little Difficulty, 
the eFavour or the Frowns of its -open Enemies, ſhall 
diſcourage and keep them from piving their Aſſiſtance 
in its Defence? This ſurely all Men, that are ſincerely 
concerned for the Honour and Intereft of Religion, and 
expect to receive the unſpeakable Rewards it JO ro 
choſe that faithfully purſue if, will be aſhamed of. I confeſs 
to the World, I dare not, I know not how to hope to be 
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rewarded with Everlaſting Honour and Happineſs hereafter 
from Him, who endured the Croſs, deſpiling - the Shame, 
if I can't prevail-upon my ſelf to ſuffer ilt Treatment, to be 
calumniared, laugh'd at, and contemn'd, in Obedience to his 
Commands, and ior the Good of Souls, for whom he died : 
Nay, I wall noc ask Pardon of the prophane Crew, the Ge- 
neration of Scorners, that I reil them yet more plainly, that 
I hope I had rather bear all the Contempt that their Tongues 


and Pens can fling upon me for any Afiſtance I am en- 
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abled, by God's Grace, to give this Cauſe I ara reprelenting, 
( whilſt I continue under the fame Sentiments of it ) which 
I do expect a ſhare of, and am preparing my ſelf to welcome ; 
nay, to ſuffer Death, 1f I am called to it, in the Diſcharge 
of my Duty therein, rather than bear the Reproaches of my 
own Mind in this World for an Unconcernedneſs for it, 
and much more than to be diſowned by my Bleſſed $Sa- 
viour at laſt, and to endure lus Everlaſting Diſpleafure. And 
without the leave of thoſe unhappy Wretches who would 
paſs for Wits in theſe days, by ſaying ſuch things as have in 
all Ages markt thoſe that have been guilty of them with the 
moſt infamous Characters, and have made them lookt on as 
Enemies of Mankind, even Monſters in Humane Nature; thoſe 
Panders for Hell I mean who turn the rmolt ſerious and facred 
things into Jeſt and Railcry, and who willnot therefore, I ſup- 
pole, fail to treat with Scorn and Reproach the Endeavours of 
Reformation, and thoſe that are concerned in them, I muſt 
remember them, that the Scripture not only tells us that 
in the laſt days Scoffers ſhall appear, and that Judgments are 
prepared for Scorners, but that God will laugh Wicked Men 
to ſcorn, particularly, that he ſcorneth the Scorners, And as 
for thoſe that herd among theſe prophane Scoffers, theſe 
profeſſed Advocates for the Devil's Service, that neglect 
their Duty, and ſacrifice their Conſciences, only to avoid 
their Scorn and Contumelies, let me deſire them to conſider, 
whether they have nor reaſon to fear that God will —_ 
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chem with Everlaſting Contempt wlio for his fake; or in 
Obedience to his plain Commands, refuſe to be contemned. 

Let us not then, Fellow-Chriſtians, who would be ac- 
counted faithiul Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, &e afraid of the 
Reproach and Revilings of Men. Let us conſider, that this 
Life 15 the proper Guidant for Service and Suffering, and 
the next of Reward and Happineſs. * Let the Lives and 
Deaths of the Martyrs and Confteflours of old be much in 
our Minds. Let us remember that the beſt Chriſtians in 
all Ages have been derided and contemned, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelt, who was rejetfed and deſpiſed of Men, hath 
commanded us not to. be afraid of them that kill the Body, 
and after that have no more \that they can do; but to fear 
him that hath Power to caſt into Hell; and hath ſaid, 
that whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of him, and of, his Words, of 
him alſo: ſhall he be aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory 
of his Father with the holy Angels ; but that if we are Re- 
wilted and Perſecuted for his ſake our Reward {hall be great in 
Heaven, Let us fortifie our ſelves with theſe Conlideraticns 
againſt rhe moſt violent Oppoſition of the Enemies of 
Goodnels, and the dangerous Suggeſtions 'and ill Ex- 
amples of formal and lukewarm Chriſtians, and of thoſe 
who are too often falfſy called Friends; let us look on 
all their Inſinuations,, and any ObfeCtions whatſoever to 
the Diſcharge of our Duty in this Undertaking, which we 


may ineet with from the Wiſe and che Wary, .as tending to. 


ditcourage us from the hearty Proſecution of it, as 'Tem- 
ptations. that. we are. to reſiſt, unleſs they can convince us 
that we do not act herein as becomes Men and Chriſtians, 
and good Members of the Community ; that rhis Work 15 
not honourable in its ſelf, defirable in its Eftets, and ac- 
ceptable ro: Almighty God, which, I think, they will never 
do, fince they cannot prove that the Civil Government 
ought. not to , endeavour ro puniſh and ſuppreſs Publick 
Sins, and thc open Defiance of Religion, in anfwer to Scri- 
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Pture, clear Reaſon, and the- general Conſent of Mankind 
to the contrary. 

Laſtly therefore, Let all thoſe who are already ſincerely 
concerned in this Noble Undertaking, and all others that 
have any Love to God, any Charity tro Man, any Concern 
for their Country, or Regard to their Poſterity, to engage 
them in it, conſider, that we have herein the Laws of God 
and the Nation, the Commands: of the King, the: Con- 
currence of a late Repreſentative Body of -the Nation, the 
Prayers of good Men, the Pretences of thote that- carry 
but a Form and Profeſſion of Religion, and the Conſciences 
that are not hardned, even of bad Men, on our fide ; and 
moreover, the great Succeſs that hath already atrended 
theſe Attempts, to animate and encourage our Zeal and 
Diligence in it :. So. that if we acquit our ſelves' herein 
like Men and Chriſtians ; if God 1s on- our ſide, we know, 
there is, as Solomon ſays, no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor 
Counſel, againſt him; we need not much tear the Strength 
or Policy of che World, or the Powers of Darkneſs; we may, 


with God's Bleſing, ſee Prophaneneſs and Debauchery every 


day more and more fly into dark Corners, as Idolatry of old 
did at the appearance of Chriſtianity, Vice be.branded and 
confounded, Virtue embraced, Religion prevatl, Fugiand flou- 
riſh, and give ſuch an Example as may provoke ſucceed- 
ing Ages and other Nations to an Imitation, and give perhaps 
Occaſion to reform Chriſtendom and Mankind. But what 


Triumph of Soul, which neither Riches, nor Honours, nor 


the Fleſh can give, ſuch. happy Souls may, Living or 
Dying, have, who have undergone Shame and Sufferingrin 
the faithful diſcharge of their Duty, and for the Caule of 
God, who have been his. Inſtruments in bringing abour 


- fuch bleſſed Effects; nay, in diſcharging their Duty here- 


in, and in other relpes, ſincerely, tho' Succeſs which 
15not 1n our Power, and will not be required of us, fhoultl 
not attend it? And, on the contrary, what ſevere Refle- 
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ions they may hereafter make on their Behaviour, who, 
after this Matter is plainly laid before them, and a publick 
Reformation of Manners ſeems to be put as # were into their 
hands, will either openly oppoſe, or ſecretly undermine the 
juſt. Endeavours: of it, or that will not be prevaiF'd upon 
etther to concur in the Methods that are already laid, 
or to engage in any other that they can ſuppoſe may 
be more eftectual for the carrying on a National Refor- 
mation, that can contentedly look on and ſee their Fel- 
low-Chriftians ſuffer in” any kind, by their brave Oppo- 
ſition to the: declared Enemies of God, and the Devil's 
Kingdom, and the Cauſe of Religion to be injured and de- 
pretſed, and their Country ſo much endangered, for want 
of their giving their ſeaſonable and zealous Aſſiſtance to ir, 
EF will not undertake to deſcribe. 

I will ' only add, That if the Attempts of Reformation, 
which were began with ſo great Difadvantage, have born 
up under ſo many Difficulties, which are carried on by the 
umred Endeavours of ſuch Bodies of Men, 1n the ſeveral Parts 
of this City, and are ſpreading through the Cities and Cors- 
porations of 'tthe Kingdom; and are propagating in thoſe of 
treland, who have a Communication with one another, 
are governed by- Methods that have been approved by 
Perſons of great Wiſdom, and conſummated Judgment, and 
which have been ſo highly ſucceſsful, ſhould be de- 
teated by rhe Induſtry and Power, the Number and Intereſt 
of -its Enemies : If, I fay, we ſhould ſuffer Debauchery and 
Prophancneſs to regain their ground, and to carry the. 
Victory, after the Advances that are thus made towards. 
the Suppreſling of. them, the Encouragement we have had 
from the repeated Dec/aratrons of the King, and the Ad/re/s 
of our Repreſenratives in a late Parliamenr, and the other 
Encouragements and Advantages I have mentioned for the 
Carrying of them -.on. to fo glorious an Iſſte, whether we. 


haye not very great reaſon to fear that God may never 
; . again 
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- again put ſuch an Opportunity. into our Hands» Or whe- 
ther, Humanely ſpeaking, it can be thought eafte to bring 
the Body of Men together that are now engaged in it, to 
rally and reaſſame a Baffled Cauſe, wherein they may then 
think they have made a full and diſmal Experiment of the 
deſperate Averſion and 5. pray of this Generation to Re- 
formation, have, if they have afted therein, and in other 
parts of their Duty, ſincerely, kept the Guilt oi publick Wick- 
edneſs from lying on rhem, and may have delivered their 
own Souls? Or that there is any probability that this Cauſe 
will be revived and fucceſsfully retrieved by thoſe, whom 
no Arguments will now prevail on, to concut in the pre- 
ſent Methods, or give any other zealous Aſſiſtance to it ? 
And, laſtly, who is there that believes that there is a 
Righteous God that governs the World, that will not fear, 
low ſanguine ſoever ſome Men may be upon the firmneſs 
of our preſent Peace and Settlement, that notwithſtanding 
our Councils and Confederacics, we ſhall .fee] the Effects 
of ihe high Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, upon whoſe Blef- 
fing the Stability of our preſent Peace and outward Profpe- 
rity does depend ; that Fe will be avenged on ſuch a Nation 
ms this? And if this ſhould prove to be our diſmal Caſc, 
might it not then be faid over us; O ungratetul and 
rebellious Nation, that wouldeſt ſo provoke *infinite Pas 


tience and Forbearance, wouldeſt obſtinately refuſe fo ' 


many Offers, contemn fuch varicus Methods of Mercy, 
as if thou hadit been deſperately refolved upon Deftru- 
ion! O Fazland! FEnpland! to what Miſery have thy 
Sins brought thee! Bur the Cauſe of Reformation is God's 
Cauſe, His Providence hath ſeemed to favour the poor 
Endeavours of it, which arc repreſented in theſe Papers, 
and therefore I hope they will, with His Blctſing, fo proſper 
and prevai], that ſych a Natzonal Reformation may be 
effeted as may prevent His heavy Judgments falling 
upon us. | | 
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And may Almighty God, who is pleaſed to magnifie his 
Power in Weakneſs, for this end mercifully dire and ſupport 
thoſe who are-ſmmcerely enraged in this Glorious Work ; give 
what is {aid herein agreeable to his Will ſome Succeſs in 
the furthering of it, and graciouſly pardon any thing in it 
that may not be acceptable to Him, for His Mercy s Sake 
in Teſus Chrif?, 


All Glory ta G O D. 


